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cA.rmed 

A ilver shield 
wa placed upon her arm 

during the ceremonies 
of profes ion, 
befcre s he vowed herself to God. 

SHE was lovely- that Catechist-­
~entle, and youthful. 

Nothing of the warrior appeared 
in her modest demeanor; 
and yet, 
the <;hield looked uniquely in place 
upon her young arm. 
Later, s he was to wear it 
over her heart, 
fa stened to her mantle. 

THE shield is armor 
Jt ha come down 

through the age 
in the hand of heroes. 

for war. 

THE Catechist 's mall hield 
i a ymbol 

of the s piritual armor 
with which she ha,; been inve ted. 

IT challenges her 
to heroi m 

in the love and service of God, 
ju t as of old it challenged 
to heroism in combat 
noble knights 
who e glory it wa 
to return from battlP 
proudly carrying their shield 
or el e brought home dead upon them. 

II BE worthy of thy shield," 
young lord were admoni hed 

wh,'n they bore the armor 
of their ance tors 
upt)n which were emblazoned 
trophies of Yictory 
and decorations for deeds of valor. 

for the CJray 
by Phil Guidi 

II BE worthy of thy shield ," 
might be a watchword 

of the Mi ionary Catechists, 
for their ilver shield 
i en cribed with one letter-M­
initial of that greates t of victories 
eve!' achieved in mortal 
by God or by roan-
the Victory of :\tARY Il\1 IACl LATE. 

D ETER;'\1L ' ED oldier they are, 
the e plea ant Mi sionary Catechists, 

who carry on 
an inten ive piritual warfare 
agPins t innumerable enemies 
fighting valiantly to conquer' 
oul of men 

for the Kingdom of God. 

T HEIR Patrone s, 
:)ur Ble ed Lady of Victory, 

is a warrior Queen 
whu know no compromise 
nor defeat. 
The~· wear her colors. 
and bear her name, 
and by her command, 
they brave 
every lair of the enemy. 

CO. ' FIDE:\T of victory, 
despite seeming defeat, 

they fear nothing 
for they are protected 
by u. piritual armor, 
impenetrable and tru tworthy, 
of which their mall silver shield 
i but a symbol. 
And that piritual armor 
with which the Catechists 
are invested 
i the invincible M RY, 
)fother of God and Empre s S u)>reme! 



• 

H lGH above the main altar in Victory-Noll 
Chapel Ftands a majestic statue of the Sacred 

Hea r t. The position of His outstretched arms 
and gracefully curved fingers suggests a t\\·o­
fold gesture-a calling together and a dispers­
ing, a welcoming and a sending forth. In this, 
the stat ue tang ibly epitomizes the beautifd vc-

TilE MISS IONARY CATECHIST i • a monthly mu gaz'nc p ub­
li~hcU with l~cles itt s t il"l\ 1 upprobution by th t."' Sod t't y of Mis~ io n· 
ary Catechist.-,, Victory.Noll , Hu ntinJ,!'to n. India na. Sub~cripti t. n 
rates : $1 a :rt.~ar ; "2 .50 for :~ yean- : $5 fo r 5 Yl:'U l"b: $25 fo r li fe. 
payRIJJe in monthJ.r installmen t~: $1.50. Ca nada a nd Fun•1gn. 
Ente rt.•d a~ st.•<·o nd c lass mn tt t.•r Den•mber :JO. 1924. a t tht! ptst 
o fhce ut H untingto n , India na, undt•r the D\'t o f Man~h :l, 1"\i!l. 

cation of the Missionary Catechists of Our Bles­
sed Lady of Victory. 

TO THE Catechists, the "Go Forth" of those 
extended arms is a command to dare the 

tl'rbulent seas of life in search of the suffering, 
n e~dy Christ. Ha\'ing found Him in His least 
br ~thren, they succor Him in tender, compass ion­
ate miniRtrations, as their model- our hl e'lscd 
Mother- herself, would do. 

QFTEN , \\'hile He walked vis ibly upon t h 
t:a r th. Om Lord made it clear that He ident i­

fie .~ Him~elf with the least of men. Yet , there 
H e f ew who penetrate this lowly incognito. By 
th r> grace of God, the Missionary Catechists do 
r ecognize Christ under the many and vari ed 
guises of human wretchedness. With adoring 
he.1rts and reverent hands t hey se rve Him lovin g­
ly in the poor, the sick, the ignorant, t he despised. 
They glory in making their own Hi s blessed 
wvrds: "I am in the midst of yoa as he that 
se1-veth." Yes, the Catechists se rve--not man 
but God in the person of His mor tal creatures. 

K NOWT G well the inherent weakness of hu-
ma n nature and the never-ending activity 

of missionary life, Our Lord forewarned Hi · 
followers that success in t he apostolate depends, 
not upon external works, however good in them­
selves. but upon the intimate union of the apostle 
with His Own Divine Heart. "Without Me, you 
can do nothing." Young Catechi sts at Victory­
Noll soon learn this lesson . They have i t im­
pressed indelibly upon their souls by the wel­
coming hands and beckoning fingers of C'hri s t's 
im:1ge, eve•· before their eves in the lovelv 
Chapel of t heir Motherhous~. "C'ome lo l\Ic ;, 
it -;ays as distinctly as "Go for t h!" ' 

(Continued on page 5) 



J-(appiness • tn Serving God 
by the Most Rererend John F. Soli, D. D. 

WHE.r we read of 
11,000,000 young 

men leaving 
brothers and si ters, 
home and country be­
hind, to risk their live~ 
for the defense of a 
principle, we must won­
der why more young 
women do not make sim­
ilar sacrifices for the de­
fense and promotion of 
the big interests of Al­
mighty God in this 
world.. Our wonder i 
increased when we rea-
lize that those who de- Hi Ex~elleney. Bishop Noll 

vote themselves to God's intere ts run no risk 
of never seeing parents or brothers or sisters 
or home again; and that they lo e nothing, 
but gain incalculabl~· much both for this life and 
the next 

THF un poiled child is quite susceptible to a 
religious vocation but once he or she catches 

the spirit of the world, which i inimical not 
only to the individual ·oul, but to God Himself, 
it requires a miracle of grace to change the 
a pirations of the heart of that youth. 

A FEW weeks ago the Chancellor of the Dio-
cese of Cleveland informed the writer that 

he had visited the school of that diocese to talk 
on religious vocations, and that more than 1,500 
girls in the grade school and academies ex­
pre ·sed them elves intere ted in the religiou 
life, and furnished him with their names and 
addresses. But should the e youth, go to work, 
or Pven attend public high school , it is safe to 
say that nine-tenth~ of them will never enter the 
convent. 

W HAT, therefore, seems to be the chief reason 
why seventh or eighth grade girls are so 

much bette!" disposed to embrace the religiou: 
life than fifteen or sixteen year old girls? The 
chief reason is that from the day of their Bap­
ti m and Confirmation they have enjoyed the 
clo est union with God, and naturally love Him 
and lo\'e the things here on earth in which He 
is most intere ted. If they keep up their prayers 
and continue to be frequent communicants, am-

bitious to remain clo e to God, their disposition 
to erve God by a life's profe sion is most likely 
to ndurL If, on the cont rar;\-·, "when they hear 
Hi ' voice they will harden their hearts"; if they 
will procrastinate in order to test their vocation 
in the world; if they will go to work and use 
much of their earnings for a good time; if 
they will form friendship' which will transfer 
their love from God to a creature; there will be 
first a great weakening of the desire for the re­
ligiou. life and then an ever increasing re­
luctance for it. 

p .),RE. 'T them elves, whose ch ildren they sel-
dom think of a God's childt·en first, are 

responsible for the decrease in religious voca­
tion', which practically every religious commu­
nity keenly feels. Having th msetves lost much 
of their oldtime fervor by sub rdinating the 
eternal to the temporal. the spiritual to the ma­
terial, a healthy oul-life to a healthy body-life, 
love of God for love of the world, parents find 
it difficult to comprehend how their daughters 
would find real happiness separated from the 
world 

THE religiou' school teacher. is no more sep-
arated from children than is the lay school 

teacher in the public schools. The religious 
nur:.:e in a hospital is no more sepa rated from 
the ~ick than is the lay nurse. The Mi sionary 

atechL t is no more separated from the peo­
ple of a considerable area than is the lay social 
serdt=e worker. The religious teacher and nurse 
and fatechi t carry on the same work as do the 
lay teacher and nurse and social service work­
er. But the former render this same ervice 
from loftier motives. The lattet· work for a 
monthly pay check, and the former for t he 
pure lo\·e of sen·ing in the name of hirst, and 
for thl' spiritual and temporal good of their 
charge·. 

AFTER the day's work the lay teacher and 
nurse and -ocial ervice worker may look 

for their relaxation among their worldly as-
ociate:. while the religious teacher and nurse 

and Catechi 't have their physical relaxation 
among tho'!' who are their sisters in religion, 
who are of one heart and one mind with th m, 
and through friendly prayer hav communica­
tion with their divine Lov r. 

The Missionary Catechist 



West View of Victory-i'Joll 

H APPIN ES~ and joy and pleasure are rela-
tive. What might make one person hap­

py or joyful, or giYe pleasure to her might be 
scorned by another. Holy Scripture asks tho ·e 
who have neYer striven to find happiness in the 
love and ~ervice of God to try it, and in that way 
to become convinced: "Taste and see how sweet 
the Lord is." 

Q A VID was a great king, posses.ed of great 
wealth, was competent to provide for himself 

whatever he desired in the way of worldly com­
forts and pleasures, but he rather sought hi s 
happiness by Jiying close to God: "One thing 
have I asked of the Lord, and that I shall seek 
after, that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the da~·s of my life." 

W E HONESTLY belicYe that the girl in the 
grade school or in the Catholic high school , 

who has, at any time, thought ser iously of the 
religious life, should not only keep up her prayers 
for direction, but avoid those things which 
play into the devil' .> hand . It must ever be re­
membered that God's enemy is our enemy as 
well, and that, a St. Peter reminds us, he is 
ever alert "seeking whom he may devour." 

W HEN we speak about the girl praying for di-
rection. who has thought seriously of the 

religious life, we do not mean that she should 
have any fears to embrace it, even without much 
praying and counsel. Pope Pius X settled the 
question concerning the di positions for a re­
ligious vocation when he ·aid that only two 
things were necessary, namely, a desire to em­
brae€' the religious life and the ability to do the 
work which it enjoins. 

Septemb e1·, 1941, 

THE CALL 
(Continued from page 3) 

TO PRESERVE a deep interior life in the thick 
of their apostolic labors is, undoubtedly, the 

must difficult as well as the most important duty 
assumed by the Missionary Catechist-or by any 
other missionary. Yet, it is not too difficu lt an 
undertaking. unless one reckons without God 
Who is eager to reward superabundantly a ll 
earnest effort. True, the hours spent before the 
Tallemacle in heart-to-heart converse with the 
Divine LoYer, are f~w and short, during the bu sy 
m;.,sion year. But generous souls soon realize 
that Our Lord supplies in in tensity of love and 
·weetness of union for the cheerful sacrifice of 
His Sacramental Presence. 

Q URING the annual eight day retreat, and at 
other times of spiritual renovation, the door 

is closed, a· it were, upon the ceaseless hustle 
and b:·stle of missionary life, and the Catechists 
kneel at the feet of their kind Master in silence 
and profound peace. How sweet it wou ld be 
to lay aside the burden of external works alto­
gether, and like Mary, to remain always ab­
sorbed in tl-Je beauty of the Beloved, forgetting 
all else! Sweet, indeed! And yet, the very ardor 
of this longing for God stirs up anew the grace 
of the :\fissionary Catechists' vocation -that 
urge, not unlike the passionate zeal of St. P aul, 
who though one of the greatest mystics and 
contemplatives, cried out in a frenzy of restless, 
unwearying love: "Woe to me if I do not preach 
the Gospel!" 

11'\ A HEART like Mary's, then, the true Mis-
sionary Catechist seeks to enshrine Christ 

and to remain united to Him in a burning love­
lift>· while with hand like Martha's she di s­
pe.1~es the spiritual fruits of this holy union to 
souls committed to her care. 

5 



Our 'BoHs in Uniform 
THE writing was legible 

enough, large and mas­
;uline, but Catechist rubbed 
her eyes twice before she 
finally finished the last par­
agraph of the letter. 

"I'm the bad guy," she 
read, "who used to miss 
Mass on Sundays, and who 
talked in religion class. Re­
member me?" 

That was Joe Sanchez­
now in uniform. Could she 
ever forget him! 

During her fifteen years 
of missionary experience, 
Catechist had known many 
who could have styled 
themseh·es, "bad guys who 
missed :\lass on Sunday ·, 
and who talked in religion 
class." Joe was one of the 
latest. A year ago he at­
tended instructions for old­
er boys, and invariably dis­
turbed the order. 

Joe had never known "a 
Mom to tell me things," a· 
he himself often remarked 
in his softer moments. His 
mother had died when he 
was a baby. There had been 
friends, of course, but still 
most of the lad's boyhood 
days had been spent just 
drifting around, with the 
pool hall as a ready refuge. 
The remembrance of all 
this erased the many black 
marks chalked up against 
"her problem boy" in Cat­
echist's mind, and he be­
came more than ever the 
object of her prayerful 
solicitude. 

That same seemingly-in­
corrigible Joe was now in 
the navy. Though he sel­
dom appeared to be paying 
attention to the instruction, 
he must have learned more 
Catholic doctrine than anv­
one had credited him with 
for his letter contained ~ 
fatherly admonition to his 
successors in religion class: 

"Teach the kids to be 
good, Catechist, and tell 
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them that they will be as 
thankful as I am that they 
know HOW when they are 
in the service." 

The grateful letters and 
brief visits from "our 
boys" in uniform are an 
unexpected and high trib­
ute to the work that the 
Catechi ts have tried to ac­
complish amcng the pirit­
ually underpriYileged child­
ren in our own country. 

With the armed force 
there are hundreds of 
young men who received 
their religious instruction 
from the ~1issit,nar~· Cate­
chi ts. In many instances 
that instruction wa · piti­
fully meagre, for much of 
the Catechists' work is done 
among transient ~1exican 

familie8 of the great outh­
west. Even that little, 
however, is highly appre­
ciated now. for the similar 
strain in all the letters is, 
"Teach the kid: to be good, 
Catechist, and tell them 
that they will be a8 thank-

ful as I am that they 
know HOW when they are 
in the service." 

For twenty-two years the 
Missionary Catechists have 
been teaching religion -
largely in obscure places­
to boys and girls who have 
no opportunity to attend 
parochial school8. The very 
nature of their work pro­
scribes anything I ike 
speedy and apparent re­
sults. One pioneer Cate­
chist who labored for years 
among the transient people 
of Texas, summarized the 
situation well when she re­
marked, "It is never har­
vest time for us. We plant 
and sow and cultivate, but 
mostly we merely do the 
grubbing!" 

And so it was, and still 
is in many out-missions. 
When they begin catechism 
classes, children from tran­
·ient families, or who have 
lived their entire lives in 
isolated settlements, are 
often unfamiliar with the 
most rudimentary teach­
ings of the Church. Many 
of teen age have not re­
ceived the Sacraments. 

piritually starving child­
ren such as these were the 
impetus for the founding 
of the Society of Mission­
ary Catechist: of Our 
Blessed Lady of Victory, 
some twenty-five years ago. 
The priestly heart of the 
Founder, the Reverend 
John J. igstein, of Chic­
ago, was gl'ieved, and his 
zeal was ~>tin·ed to action 
at sight of these boys and 
girls, born of Catholic par­
ents, who through no fault 
of their own, were growing 
up without any religious 
instruction. 

·American atholics have 
never been able to build 
sufficient parochial schools 
for all their children. The 
absence of Catholic educa-

The J.Jissiouary Catechist 



tion and influence were 
especially and painft!lly ap­
parent in the parsely set­
tled and mis ionary sec­
tions of our expansive 
country. To bring Christ 
and His Church to the ·e 
people, who could not reas­
onably be expected to come 
to Him of themselves, was 
the lofty aim of the So­
ciety of Missionary Cate­
chists. 

Religious instruction of 
the children only was in­
adequate to accomplish such 
a comprehensive purpose. 
The family, not the individ­
ual, is the unit of Society. 
To rear good Catholic 
men and women it is im­
portant to develop familie 
that are solidly and pract­
ically atholic. For this 
reason, home visiting and 
teaching catechism were, 
from the beginning, given 
equal importance in the 
Catechists' missionary pro­
gram. 

Their initial step, upon 
opening a new mis ion cen­
ter, is to take a complete 
census of the people in 
their assigned dist ricts. In 
this way they obtain the 

Po tulnnts at Victory- ' oiJ 
beca me Victory-Gardener 
soon as cia. ses closed. 

eptemll r, 1944 

names of their families and 
of the children who should 
be attending religion class­
es. A thorough census al­
so reveals the general 
spiritual health of the com­
munity and many of the 
specific problems that har­
ass families and individu­
als. This knowledge is the 
key to successful subse­
quent home visiting, and to 
the special case work nec­
essary to reclaim lost or 
straying souls. 

Where conditions war­
rant it, the co1·poral as well 
as the spiritual works of 

Novices take their t urn in 
the kitchen and in the laun­
dry. 

mercy are practiced by the 
a techists. Often the giv­

ing of some form of ma­
terial relief establishe. 
confidence and create an 
approach to the family ra­
ligious problem. 

As oon a po sible after 
a mi sion center is opened, 
cia ses in religion are or­
ganized for the children 
ranging in age from three 
years through the senior-
high-school age, depending 
upon the needs of that par-

Profe sed Catechists wel­
come a n opportunity cfuring 
the s ummer to continue their 
studies. 

ticular locality. In some 
missions, classes for adults 
are also arranged. More 
often, converts and adult 
Catholics are given private 
instructions at t he mission 
center, or, when necessary, 
in their own homes. 

All classes are arranged 
at the time most conveni­
ent for chi ldren an d par­
ents. This may be on re­
lease time, after school, 
during the noon hour, or 
even before the day's pub­
lic-school session begins. 

Sometimes classes are 
taught in the public-school 
building. Usually, they are 
held in the church, in the 
pari h hall of larger cen­
ter , in a private home, or 
even out of doors. 

The Missionary Cate­
chists also visit and teach 
religion in state and coun­
ty institutions such · as 
~ospitals, sanitariums, old 
peoples' homes, homes of 

(Continued on page 18) 
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A Cherished 'Greasttre 
by Catechist Sophie Renier 

W HE':\ I have the happiness of being present 
1 t Rec<::n tion and Profession c zrem01~ ie 'l, it 

seems as if the gen tle hand of o' ·r ble s::d ~io~h­
er craws aside a c-: r tain and I see through 
the years to the day, r zplete with joy, when I 
rcc ~ in·d th !! habit of a Missionary Catechi t in 
1!.>:::8. There were just three of us and the 
c: r : mony took pi:J.ce a t the Academy of Our 
Lady in Chicago, which place was the cradle of 
our Society. At that time, Victory-~oll, our 
Mothuhot·se, was jus t a cherished hope. 
R IGHT Reverend Monsignor Noll, now Bishop 

of Fort Wayne, presided at the investiture 
and was as isted by our Founder, Father Sig­
stein, who placed the rosary of our blessed 
Mother in my hand. It has since been my con­
stant companion. 
T HE rosary was a precious treasure to me 

when soon after investiture I went to join 
our first band of Catechists at Ocate, ~ew Mex­
ico. While there we were deprived of the priv­
ilege of daily Mass and Communion, as the 
Missionary visited this mission but once a 
month. We had, however, the great consola­
tion of having the Blessed Sacrament reserved 
in our convent chapel. Here, at the close of 
the day's mission work, we knelt to recite our 
rosary. Frequently, on the long trips to and 
from our out missions, the beloved beads slipped 
through our fingers as we prayed for the pir­
itual and temporal welfare of our people, our 
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young community, and our own needs. 
I· ALL our difficulties and trials we had re-

cour e to our ble sed Mother through her 
ro ·ary, always confident that she would come 
to our assistance. It was her work we were 
doing, and we used her tool, the rosary. As we 
concluded each rosary, we felt not only that 
her eyes of mercy were regarding us, but that 
her hand was clasping ours, and we set forward 
with renewed energy to face the trials of life. 
WHE N pecial graces were needed for the 

return of a straying sheep to the fold, for the 
succes of a First Communion or Confirmation 
class, to bring a child to religious instruction 
cia s. it wa to the rosary that we had recourse. 
j·' THE mission where I now attend Sunday 

Ma , there is a pressing need for our blessed 
Mother's intercession. Many <>eats are vacant 
in the little mis ion church and few persons 
receive the sacraments. Protestant miss ionaries 
are making regular visits in this district, trying 
to win our children. Won't you help us gain 
the e souls for Jcsu and Mary by including 
the, e poor people in your rosary, or even of­
fering an extra ro ' ary for their spiritual needs? 
T HE newly made novices receive their rosaries 

with joy and cherish them as bonds of 
union between our blessed Mother and them-
elve . They have learned to love this spir­

itual link and receive great graces through this 
channel. But they will not appreciate the full 
value of their blessed bead until they have 
clung to them in trials and difficulties and used 
them a a never failing means of drawing sin­
ner to Jesus through Mary during many years 
of mi sionary work. 

I ovices in Pro­
cession, Reciting 
the Rosary 

On the 25th of 
every month, Our 
Blessed Lady of 
Victory is carri­
ed in procession 
at Victory-Noll 
while the Cute­
chists chant her 
p r a i s e s in the 
Litany and pray 
the rosary for an 
increa e of reli­
gious vocations. 

The Missionar·y Catechist 



After 'Ghree 'Years 
hy Catechist JJ. Eva Geiskopf 

NIGHT prayers were over. You knelt for a 
f w moments in the dimness. The Cate­

chist sacri stan moved swiftly and noiselessly 
about the altar. he still had many things to do 
for this was the fourth of August and tomor­
r ow was profession day. 

you watched her intent!)· as she placed the 
carefullv arranged medals with their long s il­

ver chains. insignia of the professed Catechist, on 
a table beside the altar. Tomorrow one of those 
medals would be placed about your neck. You, 
Anne Louis~ Parker, would kneel before Our Lord 
and the Bishop and vow your life to God. You 
could scarcely believe it, you could scarcely re­
alize the big thing that was happening to you. 
All during these eight days of retreat you had 
been wishing someone would pinch you, so you'd 
know you were really awake and not jus~ dream­
ing. You were wishing it again now. 

M OM and Dad would be there in the morning 
too. You would see them glow with pride. 

It had been so good and generous of them to 
give you up, but they did it joyfully even though 
it hurt ever so much. You asked God to repay 
them for their sacrifice as only He could. 

JT seemed ages ago s ince that autumn day you 
waved goodbye to them at the station and 

started out hopefully, half fearfully for Victory 
·oi l. You had wanted so much to be a Catechist 

that the three years of preparation seemed a 
long time to wait. But now you suddenly re­
alized that it wa n't half long enough to pre­
pare yourself, soul and body, for so great a task, 
so m:lgnificent an apostolate. 

y ou were almost frightened at the sublime 
dignity of your vocation. Imagine being call ­

ed to bring the knowledge and the love of Christ 
to those. who but for you, might never enjoy 
these prec ious gifts. There wa · so much more 
) 'O U felt you should be. You ought to be much 
holiN, more Christlike, more selfless . . . and 
here it was upon you, the great day on which 
you wer e to give youn;elf, all of yourself, hands 
a nd lips, eyes and mind and heart to Ch ri st, 
your tremendous Lover. Yet the months of 
;mxious waiting, the wondering whether you 
wou ld be found suitable for the life and work, 
were over. You had been accepted. 

1 MPOS, IBLE that it should be you! Still hadn't 
Our Lord said, "You have not chosen Me, but 

I have cho;;en you?" You felt more confident 
when you thought of that. After all. He knew 
the hind of stuff you were made of and yet He 
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chose you in preference to a lot of others, who 
were much more worthy than you. 

y ov thanked Him then, humbly and with all 
vour heHrt for this vocation He had given you 

in ~pite of your unworthiness and H is voice 
came back to you, "My grace is sufficient for 
thee." That was it. You were not alone. You 
had His protecting arm to support you and the 
guiding h:md of your blessed Mother to help 
you . Ho"· could you fai l with such allies? To­
morrow, then. with confident joy you would go to 
the ~~ ! tar in answer to his "Veni Sponsa, come 
my spouse." 

T HE Catechi st sacri stan would soon be finished. 
Time for you to leave the chapel. As you 

walked down the corridor you caught sight of 
your white-veiled reflect ion in the long glass 
of the French door. Your heart missed a beat. 
Tomorrow you would no longer be a novice, but 
a professed religious, r eady to go into the mi s­
sion field to bring the light of Christ to a 
sin-darkened, hate-filled world. Your s tep in­
stinctively quickened and your heart exultantly 
rehearsed tomorrow's hymn of thanksgiving, 
"My soul doth magnify the Lord, ... for He 
that is mighty hath done gr eat things to me." 
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Crucifix 

by Catechist Mnry Louise Perl 

MY CRUCIFIX! How eagerly I awaited the 
day wh<:>n it wo~1ld be placed in my hands 

and I could call it my very own! Patience at 
last was rewarded and as Father presented it 
to me. rr.y whole being thrilled at the thought­
mine at last! It seemcrl as if my happy heart 
would burst with joy! 

T HERF. were dreams of the future when I 
would carry my crucifix to the homes of the 

sick and the dying. Far di tant these dreams 
seem<>d then. but months swept swiftly by and 
at last I. too, was among the number scheduled 
for the missions. The journey has since been 
made seYeral times. but now a then, my cru­
cifix has always been among the Ia t articles 
packed and the first unpacked. 

( OMP ANION of my travels, dearer far now 
than upon the day I received it, what stories 

my crucifix could tell of lonely hearts, wayward 
hearts, cold hearts, cheered and warmed by its 
pr ... sence ~ Again and again I have left it in the 
homes of the suffering, always with the promise 
th~t it would be returned to me as soon as it 
was no longer needed. 

Q :;-.1E W0}1AN Jay very ill with cancer. he 
was deprived of the c::1re th,it loved ones us­

ually give to thcs ~ who ar ~ ill among them. Her 
hu:>band, o:Jt of pa tience at her illness and long 
away from the Sacram _nts, made her life miser­
able. They were among the transients who work 
in the fruits and vegetables, and who rarely re­
side more than six months in one place. She 
was not taken to the doctor until her wound 
was such a mass of p~: s and rotting flesh that 
the doctor wot'ld not to ,:ch it. There ,,·as noth­
ing he could d::J , he said. 

H ER SIXTEE. • year old daughter faithfully 
cared for her mo ~her, changing the compre -

ses at intervals. The odor in the room was al­
most unbearable, but the mother offered her suf­
ferings to our Crucified Saviour. With the u -
ual instructions that my crucifix be returned to 
me when she no longer needed it, I left it with 
her. We visited her frequently. doing what we 
could to console her. Her husband, at length, 
became kinder and more understanding, but her 
phvsical sufferings increased until the end. 
A GAIN and again, we visited a certain man 

who had been ill with tuberculosis for seven 
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year.. l'nlike the woman patient. he had a de­
,·oted wife and six children. He had a little 
room of his own, well screened, and he was be­
ing given excellent care. The family was sup­
ported by the small income that acc rued f rom t he 
combinEd labors of the mother and t he boys in 
the fields. The State cou ld not help because the 
father had refused to go to the hospital for ex­
amination. We spoke to him. No, he \Vo uld 
not go to the hospital even if they sent t he am­
bulance for him. That was that! 

Q H, YES, there was one cond it ion under which 
he would go. If we would take him in the 

car and bring him home again the same night; 
.re , he would consider it. 

A FTER con ulting with the docto r , we de­
cided to do this. Making him as comfo r table 

(Continued on page 11) 
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HKiss the Virgin?" 

by Catechist M. Elizabeth Kiefer 

II Q· MADRECITA, may I please kiss the Vir-
gin?" Often we hear this plea as we go 

about our work among the poor. To many 
it might sound strange, but not to u . We 
know tha~ our medal ha attracted the attention 
of someone, and that the questioner wants to 
kiss the image of Our Blesszd Lady of Yictory 
on the face of it. 

F ROM childhood ''"e have gazed with reverent 
eyes upon the habit of religious. The veil, 

the large crucifix, the rosary, all made a deep im­
pr··ssion on us. Now we our elve wear the religi­
ous habit. Familiarity ha perhap le sened our 
awe, but it has not diminished our reverence for 
it. And when we hear the request to "kiss the 
Virsrin" we under tand the respect, the faith and 
love, that prompt the gesture. 

A ROUND the image of our Lady of 'ictory 
on the face of the medal are the initials of 

Septembe1·, 194/i 

the name of our Society and the words "Mis­
sionary Catechist." Beneath the figure are 
sprays of laurel. On the reverse side is a cross 
and crown of thorns. Below these is the name 
of the Burse under which the Catechist labors. 
Around the edge in Latin are the words of our 
motto: "All for Jesus through Mary." Each 
Missionary Catechist is invested with this medal 
on the day of her profession. In conferring the 
medal the Bishop uses these be:wtiful and very 
appropriate words: 

R ECEIVE this medal and chain of your glor-
iociS, heavenly Patroness, our Blessed Lady 

of Victory. which the Society confers upon you. 
May the image of your good Mother on this 
medal be indelibly engraven upon your heart, 
and mav the chain ever serve to remind you that 
you ar~ bound by the chain of love to the self­
sacrificing service of Jesus and Mary in ·the 
person of the poor little ones of the flock so 
dear to their Sacred Hearts. Amen. 

MY CRUCIFIX 

(Continued from page 10) 

as possible ·n the back seat, wz drove him to the 
ho.~pital twenty-five miles away and waited while 
he was examined. On the return trip, we stopped 
at the Court House to complete an application 
fot· state aid for his children. Not wishing to 
le:we him alone in the car, I returned to him 
w}tile Catechist interpreted for his wife at the 
Court House. 

HE SEEMED quite comfortable, so we chatted 
of many things: his boyhood, youth and 

manhood. No, he said, he had never received 
his First Communion or gone to Confession and 
he was sure he was too old to ever th ink of doing 
so. After assuring him that it would be a very 
si;nple matter if he would take the necessary 
in,tructions, he consented to make the effort. 

L ATER state aid was given to ~his family. Then 
the wife no longer had to work in the fields 

but remained at home to look after the needs 
of the family. I gave the man instruct ions to 
which he listened with earnestness. A short 
time later, when the parish was having a mis­
sion. the pastor sent the Missionary to our pat­
ient. Once before he had been on the verge of 
having his marriage validated, but had dismissed 
the priest, so we were anxious to know what th e 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Associate C3ateclzisfs 

A check for $160.00, result of the Chicago Area 
Reception held on ).1ay 7, arrived at Victory-Noll 
just loo late to be mentioned in the account of that 
function which appeared in our July-August maga­
zine. We wish to express our gratitude again to 
all who helped make this gathering the remarkable 
success that it was. 

Dear Missionary Catechists, 
I want to be enrolled as a perpetual member 

in t he Associate Catechists of Mary in the Vic­
tory-~oll Home Band. I am enclosing ten dol­
lars as dues, and in thanksgidng to God for His 
goodness to me. I am living alone. By denying 
myself all luxuries I am abl~ to send this dona­
tion for a good cause. I have an annuity with 
you and receive interest, and I want to give a 
little back. 

M. M.G. 

St. Philomena Band, Chicago, of which Mis!' 
Mary Schaefer is the promoter, have many 
years of missionary work to their cred it. Ex­
tremely zealous for the salvation of souls, their 
great desire is to help the spiritually poor in our 
own country. By means of card parties they 
are able to send substantial contributions to help 
further the work of the Catechists. 

Again we hear from St. Mary's Band, Chi­
cago. Mrs. Annie Hansen, the promoter, writes, 

Enclosed you zcill find check for $44.00 for 
our Catechist. I am sorry it isn't more but we 
hat•e only eiglzt members now. There are so 
many other activities that it is difficult to get 
new members. Of col,rse, zce have a fezc guests 
at each meeting and that helps. Hou:ePer, l!'e 
will do the best we can . Best 1t'ishes to yoz, 
and all the Catechists from St. Mary's Band and 
myself. 

Shortly before the above letter arrived we 
received a check for $46.00, which shows that 
although the membership of St. Mary's is not 
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large, the members a re \'ery zealous-so it is 
not always the "quantity" that counts. 

Dear Catechists, 
I should like to join the Associate Catechist s 

of Mary but I am unable to form a club. There­
fore I should like to be a member of the Victory­
Xoll Home Bend by making an offering of $1.00 
a year. I am tarting this month in honor of 

t. Joseph. I have seven children, all married, 
and ·orne of their loved ones are in the Army. 

Please pray for me and mine. 
Respectfully, 
Mrs. J. L. R. 

A.C.l\1. BA D DONATIONS 

June 1 to July 1 

Anhbi hop trikh Band. Chieal'o 
Mi Belen Gaethke 

...... $ 10.00 

Charitina Club, Chieal'o 00 00 

Miss Kathuin• Hennil'an 
Child Je u Band, St. Loui , To. 

I ' Adt]alde Fitzpatrick 
Dolorosa Band, Bufl'alo, N. Y • .. oooooo• ··oo·· · OOoo•oo· oo,.oo .. oo••oooo ..... 

Dr. M. Grotz 
Le Petit Fleun Band, Chieal'o .. oo.•oooo oooooooo 0000 ···ooOOOooooooooooo 

1i El ie Jachmann 
Mary Queen or Oar Hearts Band, Lombard, Ill. 

l'lli Wilma Wencrltaky 
Oar Lady or Guadalupe Band. Dayton, Ohio . 

i\Jra. E . C. Bollincer 
Oar Lady or Perpetual Help Band, Evanston, Ill. 

111 ' Celia Henrich 
Our Lady or Victory Band, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mi Anne Tiernty 
l'oor Souls Band, n.r ... yn, m. oooo oo o• •··· 

Mr . A. feGonrn 
Sacred Heart I ' ion Society, Newark, . Y. 

.!\Irs. I. Homleek 
St. Anthony'• Band, Los An&"eles, Calif. 

ln. A. lenc 
St. Elizabeth' Band. Dearborn, 1\tieh. 

l'lln. T. R. Donahue 
St. Gemma Galcani Band, hieal'o 

Mrs. J. Vo1<t 
St. Irene's Band. Chiearo 

Mi .!ltay Wals h 
St. Joseph Mi ion Club, Baldwinsville, N. Y. 

.!lin. lary Hued 
St. Jude Thaddeus Band, Chlea&"o 

!\ln. C. J. •' iala 
St. Jade Band. West Allis, Wis. 

llr . E . J . Polakowski 
St. Jus tin lartyr Band, Chi<BI'O 

tn. F. H. Kiefer 
t. Katherine Band. Chiearo ... 00 • oOOOooo•oooooooooooo 0000 00 00 ••• oo .. oo . 

ln. Katherine Hammer 
St . Luke' Band, Chiu&"o 

lr . Wm. Ia wtll 
St. llaraaret Mary Band, Omaha, ' ebr. 

. fno. E. Wtlehart 
St. ~fary Band, Chical'o 

. ln . . Hansen 
St. Rose Band. lanh6 ld, Wis. 

Mr . John Huebl 
I. Thomaa Aquinas Band, Chiea&"o 

:\I rs. A. Doy le 
rillia ru or Our Lady or Sorrows Band, Cheviot, 0 . ..... . 

.!IIi Tari• Gadziruki 
Via L tab\ Band . Chita&o 

!\Irs. R..,ina Belz 

5.50 

4.00 

15.00 

4.00 

15.00 

!1.50 

3.00 

30.41 

6.00 

10.00 

15.00 

2.00 

5.00 

5.50 

!6.42 

25.00 

40.00 

5.00 

10.00 

50 .00 

15.00 

50.00 

28.59 

12.00 

2.00 

25 .00 

The Jlissionary Catech-ist 



of .....Alary 

D 1:JRI G the summer we recei\'ed a contribu-
qon of $130.00 from the MARIA TS, Chicago, 

(Miss Loli ta Schulien, Promoter l. The zeal and 
devotedness of every member of this truly mi~­
sionary Band is clearly eYident in the letter 
written by Miss Mable Funk who sent in the 
generous donation, proceeds of a bingo party. 

Our gratitude goes out to the MARIANS, 
anrl to all those who cooperated with them in 
mal{ing t his party such a thorough!~· delightful 
and successful one. We know that J esus, 
th!·ough Mary, will reward their chat·i t~·. thus 
ch~_·,~rfully dispensed for the spread of God's 
Kingdom upon earth. 

Miss Funk wrote as fo llows: 

Dellr Catechist: 
Once again the MARIA 1S have had a suc­

ce~> >ful bingo party, and this year it certainly 
was just that, with a capital S. The hall was 
all set for, what we thought, would be a record 
crowd. But when the final hour was at hand, 
we had to put up e\'en more tables and chairs 
to take care of the guests. 

My, were we surprised-and so happy~ It 
me:111t that our reputation for good bingo parties 
wac; being spread. The enclosed money ord 2rs 
($130.00\ are the proceeds of this party which 
wa-; given in the Immaculate Conception Church 
hal! on Friday night, April ~R . 

Thi s year we repeated an acti\'ity of o•1e 
of the pa. t ~·ears, that of all the club member s 
pitching in and making a ··wea\'e-it' ' afghan. It 
renl]y was a work of art this time. in thr ~e 

shndes of rust. All who saw it were :nrc tha ~ 

it would go perfectb· with the color :,;cheme of 
any home 

We sti ll ha,·e our meetings r2gula rly e\' c r~· 

tw1) weeks, and the past few mon ths there h<n·e 
be1 n very few members absent. 

I am \'ery happ~· to have had the chance 
of writing to you this ~·ea r to repor t on the 
party, and I am sorry that I didn't get around 
to ::<ending the mone~· before now. 

In closing, all I can say is tha t alt·cad~· we 
are planning the n£>xt bingo party, and we hope 
to break ou r record aga in by an even bigger 
party next year. 

incercly yours, 
Mabd F ,;nk Treasurer 

S eptember, 191,.!, 

o !·:A R A ssociATEs: 

The war has raised to a ver y high level the 
spirit of prayer and sacrifice in the hearts of 
earnest Cathol ic Americans. We all realize how 
essential to \' ictory and to a just peace is thP. 
spiritual \\·elfare of our beloved country, and how 
muc h her future depends upon the relig ious in ­
st r uct ion of her chi ldren . 

Because of this, I a m sure, that as yo u re­
sume your Band Activities after the lull of sum­
mer, ~·our plans fo r the new mission-year are 
bigger and better than ever before: "For God 
anct for Country." It is unnecessary, then, that 
I urge you to greater enthusiasm and effort . You 
are already determined to give your best, I know, 
and with the help of Jesus and Mary, you will 
succeed in doing so. 

There is one thi ng, however, of which we 
can ne\'er remind each other too frequently. It 
i , that we strive more and more to supernatur­
ali7.e eac-h labor and sacri fice which we expend 
for the Associate Catechists of Mary. As you 
ktww, works done from a purely natural motive 
are worthless for the salvation of sou ls, and time 
wa>ted for Eternity. The more love of God we 
put into an action the more grace we ga in fo r 
ou rselYes and for others. 

At the beginning of this new miss ion-yea r . 
therefore, let us again resolve to strive earnest)~· 

to work from the pure motive of Jove for God 
and to spread His Kingdom upon ea rth. With this 
uppermost in our minds, ou r gatherings will be 
a spectacle to the Angels and a joy lo a ll who 
att~nd them. 

May God bless you, generous co-mission­
aries, and our blessed Mother be with you in all 
your undertakings for the A.~sociate Catecli isis 
of Jfary. 

Th e Supe1·visor 
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ffiiracle 

by the 
Rev. Edu·ar·d Schmitz, O.S.B. 
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The Society of )1 is­
sionary Catechists is 
dedicated to our bles -
ed :\Jother under her 
J!)orious title of Our 
Blessed Lady of Vic­
tory. Each Catechist, 
too, consecrate herself 
unreservedly to :Mary. 
pledging h e r e I f to 
practice and propagate 
the True Devotion as 
taught by Ble sed de 
:\lontfort. 

THE D.A YS of miracles are not 
over~ They occur today just 

as often as they did in any age 
of the past. The real trouble is 
that. we do not look for miracles 
at all, or we do not know where 
to look for them, or, most of all, 
we do not recognize miracles 
when we see them! 

C HRI T Himself told us that 
the first requirement for a 

miracle was FAITH. If you do 
not haye faith, no miracle will 
ever happen to ~·ou, and you will 
never see a miracle. Most ap­
priately does the introduction 
to the movie, "The Song of Bern­
adette," bring out this fact with 
the statement: ''For those who 
believe in God no explanation is 
necessary; for those who do not, 
no explanation is possible." 

IF YOU have faith and want 
to see a miracle, then go to 

the Motherhouse of the Society 
of Missionary Catechi ts at Yic­
tory-~oll, Huntington, Indiana. 
When you see thi • beautiful in­
·titution, built in the Spanish 
Mission style and urrounded 
with a dream-picture of lawns, 
terraces, flowers, shrub , and 
trees, your thoughts are lifted 
to the beauty of heaYen and the 
Creator. But when you see the 
band of devoted women who are 
the heart and soul of this o­
ciety, and when you learn the 
history of this institution which 
is not yet 25 years old, you will 
marvel at what has been accom­
plished in so hort a time. The 
hand of God is there. From a 
little band of three or four 
zealous young " ·omen, posse ·sing 
nothing of this world's good· but 
having deep faith and boundless 
charity, th number of these 
Missionary Catechist · has al­
ready grown to more than 250 
enthusiastic and hard-working 
apostles in a few years. They 
are eager for the still greater 
work which lies ahead in the 
future. 

W f!AT is their mission'! It 
Js to carry out the command 

of Our Saviour Himself: "Teach 
all nations!" They are going in­
to the homes of the poor, into 
comm unities where there are 
but few priests, or none at all, 
in order to instruct the children 
in the truths of salvation and 
bring precious souls to the feet 
of Christ the King. Their charity 
leads them to labor and suffer 
hardships, not for earthly gain , 
but for the love of God and souls. 
Our Saviour declared t hat one of 
the signs of His divine Mission 
was that "the poor have the Gos­
pel preached to them." This is 
exactly what the Society of Mis­
sionary Catechists is doing. It 
is teaching Christ's Gospel to 
the poor and the li ttle ones, not 

only by word of mouth, but also 

by the heroic example and the 

holy lives of its members who 

have given up everything by 

their vows of poverty, chastity 

and obedience, in order to work 

in the vineyard of the Lord. 

jl'\ MA Y parts of the world 
there is a great lack of priests 

to carry on the work of teach­

ing and instt·ucting the young. 

Xo doubt this lack of priests 

will be felt even more after this 

wat· is over. A far greater 

share of this teaching and in­

truction will then fall to the lot 

of the Sisters, and especially in 

this country to these Missionary 

Catechists of Victory-Noll. You 

can help in this work, 1st, by 

getting acquainted with the 

work of these Missionary Cat­

echi · ts, 2nd, by speaking of it 

and encouraging it whenever 

possible, 3rd, by praying often 

and fervently for vocations, and 

4th by your material contribu­

tions. It is indeed a worthy 

cause; do what you can to pro­

mote it and God will surely bless 

you for it. Some day you may 

see the miracle yourself, if you 
ha\·e faith. 

The Missiottary Catechist 



There are alway 
odd moments in which 
to enjoy one's hobby . 

• A n o Y i c e happily 
gathers the fruit of 
someone el e's labors. 

Small Yisitor to Victory- ron tries to 
tem pt one of t.he many songsters over­
head with her cracker. 

Mr. Rupert of Huntington sees 
major action in fi ghting the dan­
delions on Victory-Noll's terraced 
lawns. 

During the s ummer months the ate­
chists at Victory-~oll often enjoy a 
picnic supper oo. the wooded knoll near 
their home. Even the Superior General 
tand in line for a hamburger. 



Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Dear Catechist: 

We have heard about Mary's Loyal Helpers 
through our teacher, Sister Erwina. he ha 
also told us about your letters. In your maga­
zbe we saw the picture of one of our class­
mateR, Ruth Banet. We are happy that three 
of our class are members of your club now. 

\Ve are enclosing two money orders of five 
dollars each from the undersigned. 

Yours truly, 
Robert Gordon 
Bill Long 

Sister Envina-God bless her!-like most 
of our teaching Sisters, passes on her zeal for 
souls to the children whom she instructs. Don't 
di11appoint your teacher, Robert and Bill. Become 
the zealous missionaries she knows you can be­
if you will! And we are very happy to hare 
yo11 in our Club of Mary's Loyal Helpers. 

Dear Catechist, 

Blessed Agnes School 
Chicago, Illinois 

Our little Sunshine Bag was filled to the top 
yesterday. We were surprised that the bag 
didn't tear with all the pennies in it. 

We hope that our saving will help many poor 
children. 

Sincerely yours, 
Pupils of Grade Four. 

Nancy, Cathy and Mary France Horkan of 
Cleveland, Ohio, are three of our new Loyal 
Helpers. They are making a grand beginning 
and have already sent u $10.00. Oh, for more 
Loyal Helpers like these! 
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WANTED: 500 boys 

and girls to join the 

SUNSHINE PARADE 

The Sunshine Secretary 
reports that he has a chest 
bulging wi th brand new 
"Sunshine Bags." He is 
looking for 500 boys a!'ld 

girls who will P ARADE these cheerful Bags 
in their homes until they are filled wi th coins 
for the missions. 

Won't YOU join the SUNSHIN E PARADE? 
Write for a "Sunshine Bag" RIGHT NOW. 

You might be able to fi ll it by Chr istmas, if you 
PARADE it often before your family and fr iends, 
and talk MISSIO. S TO TH EM. 

Add res · : Sunshine Secretary 
\'ictory-N oil 
Huntington, Ind. 

For t Loramie, Ohio 
Dear C"atechist: 

I received the "Sunshine Bag" and already 
have it almost half fu ll. 

My sister would also like to join you r club. 
She is eight years old. Her name is Edna. 
Will you please send her a "Sunshine Bag" too? 

~'ly hobbies are writing letters, roller skat­
ing and reading. I am also learning to crochet . 

. Jeanette Ratte rman. 
Welcome to om· Club of ·'fu ry's Loyal Help­

en;, Edna Ratterman! I am sure you and yom· 
sister will encourage each other in getting otlt e1·s 
to join om· Club as well as in saving "Sunshine 
Peunies" for your bags. 

Two Catechists were visiting. Upon open­
ing the gate which led to J ohnny's house they 
noticed a man almost at the door . Hearing foot­
step behind him, the man tu r ned, saw the ate­
chists and said, "You coming in here? No place 
for me then," and without another word he 
turned and walked away. 

The man was one of the Mormon mission­
arie-· whom we encountered freque ntly in our 
visiting. 

The Missionar·y Catechist 



f!oyal Jfe/pers 

D EAR LOYAL H ELPERS: From the beginn in g He had it all planned, just 
\\·hat He w:>nted us to be, and how we were to 

When relatiYes and friends get together, se;·ve Him in order to earn Heaven. And yet, 
someone is sure to ask the children, ··What are few people ask His direction in choosin g a career 
yo11 going to be when you grow up'?'' or a state in life. Don't you think it would be 

I was at a family re-union not long ago, wise, when we are cons idering our future, to 
anrl 1 heard that very question. The young talk things over with God'! Billy and Jane, two 
m!~n of this circle were all in the armed forces, of our friends, do this often. 
but there were at least a dozen boys running Bill~· makes a visit to the Blessed Sacra-
around among the f!rown people, and many little ment eYery day just to ask Our Lord to take 
girls too. In mid-afternoon they all stopped ca1 e of the future for him . "Gee, Lord," he 
playing- Inn)! enough to consume a coke and an ::;a~ s, "I think I'd like to be a lawyer or an en-
enormous p!ece of home-made cake. While they gineer: but sometimes I think I would be hap-
\\·e,·e eating, too busy to do much talking, one of pi est as a Franciscan Brother. What do YOU 
the older men sauntered oYer to join the boys. want rr. e to be? I can't make up my m!nd . 
They thought that he wanted some cake, but Please help me decide right, dear Lord." 
actua lly he just wished to get acquainted with Jane's prayer each night is something like 
these nephews of his, seYeral 0f whom he \\·as this: "I should look beautiful, dear Jesus, in 
see ing for the first time. To start the conYer- a 11L1r e·s uniform, but I wouldn't have time, as 
sa tion, he began wi th the usual question. "And a nurse. to take care of a big fa mily, and I'd 
what are you going to be when you g row up'?" like to have a big strong hu sband and many 

' 'A l\1a•·ine!" one boy shouted. little boys and girls. And then again, 1 would 
"A farmer. I like it outside," another said . like to be a Sister like Sister Ma rie who teaches 
"A n actor," lau ghingly calied out a third. our grade. You settle my future for me, will 

"I'm the best looking guy in this relationship." you please, dear J esus. You never make a mis-
And so on, until all but one had expressed take, and I might. Help me to know what YOT.: 

his ambitions. Th~ man then turned to the boy want me to do." 
who had remained si lent and said: ''I bet you Catholic boys and girls know that God isn't 
haven 't made up you r mind yet, eh, Freddie? going to tell Jane in a stage-whisper: " I want 
Wh~· not go in for big business or politics'? Boy~ you to be a Jfissiona1·y Catechist ." And J esus 
You <:ould do things for yourself in those fields." r---:;;;;;,.--- -==-= from the tabernacle isn't go ing to 

The man was talk ing mostly for fun. He ay : "B illy, I want you to marry Joan 
wasn't very serious, but Freddie was. He an- Smith with the skinny pigtails, when 
swered quietly: "1 haven't thought of doing you both grow up." Nor did God tap 
things for myself, exactly, ir. I want to do Freddie 0n the shoulder and say: "I 
t hings for God. I'm going to be a priest." choose you to be one of my special 

Lo~·al Helpers, wasn't that a splendid, man- friends. I want yo u to be a priest." 
!~· anRwer? Through parents, teache rs, con-

Of course we all know that when bovs and fessors, and especially by inspiring 
girls become priests and Sisters they reail.r are and din•cting their thoughts and de-
"bein g good" to themselves in the best possible sires, God regulates the lives of those 
wa~·· They not on!~· assume a position of dig- who ask Him for help and guidance. 
ni ty and honor in ihe world by their very state 
of life, but they also assure themselves of true Lo:nl Helper~. if you aren't al-
happine~~ now and in Eternity. Just the same, ready doing so, wouldn 't it be a good 
I think it was heroic of Freddie not even to idea to add this li ttle question to your 
cousider the adYantages that would come to him e,·ening praye1·s: "What do YOU " ·ant 
in being a priest, but only to think of se1·ving me to do for You, dear Lord, with the 
God for Hi~ Sake alone. life that YOU have given me to live?" 

It wa~ God \Yho created us: we didn't make 
ourselves. And He created us for HI:\1 ELF. 

September, 191,4 

The Di1·ecto1·. 
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OUR BOYS IN UNIFORM 

(Continued from page 7) 

correction. 
The Catechists are pre­

pared for their two-fold 
program of teaching relig­
ion and home visiting at 
Victory-Noll, their Mother­
house and Novitiate. It is 
:ocated a mile west of Hunt­
ington, Indiana. Here the 
young religious ar:!, first of 
all, well grounded in the 
principles and practices of 
the religious life. After 
the postulancy and a novi­
tiate of two years, they 

pronounce simple vows of 
poverty, cha tity and obe­
dience for one year. Tem­
p;:; rary vows are made for 
six year ; then perpetual 
vow are taken. After first 
Profes ion the Catechi t 
are ready to begin active 
work in the field a igned 
them by their uperior . 

The course of study at 
\'ictory-~ oll includes Chris­
tian Doctrine, Catechetics, 
Sociology, Mu ic, pani h, 
Home Hygiene and Care of 
the Sick. 

Yictory-_ ·oil wa, erected 
and i maintained by His 
Excellency, the ~lo, t Rev-

erend John F. Noll. Bishop 
of Fort Wayne; and by 
OUR SUNDAY VISITOR. 
Bishop Noll became inter­
ested in the Society of Mis­
sionary Catechists of Our 
Blessed Lady of Victory, 
oon after its inception. He 

i ' largely responsible for 
it establishment and rapid 
development. 

Young women who wish 
to learn more about the 
life and work of the ate­
chists are invited to write 
to Catechist Catherine Olb­
erding, Superior General, 
Victory-Noll, Huntington, 
Indiana. 

________ ______ . ;=J\,_@, ,5) A=-- '--------------

Catechi ts enJoy•nc Victory-Noll' 
lovely croundo 

MY CRUCIFIX 

(Continued from page 11) 
out come would be. Grace wa at work, and 
on our next visit, the man tearfully but happily 
told us of the marriage and of his First Holy 
Communion. hartly after this, we left our 
mi'> ion for the ummer. Our thoughts often 
turned to this family and on our return trip in 
early - eptember, we spoke about them. 

THE DAY after our arrival one of the girls 
chme with an :.Jrgen~ messag-e from her mo­

ther. The father wa' dying and the mother 
wanted us to come and :-1peak to him about ha,·-
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ing the priest. Taking m~r crucifix, we hastened 
to ee what we could do. He was very happy to 
see us and wa plea ed when we said he might 
keep the crucifix. As we left the yard, I turned 
fo!" another glance. The sick 'l!an was holding 
th, crucifix .. nd speaking to Our Lord. He press­
ed it to hi lip--1 knew that Our Lord would 
take care of everything! We summoned Father. 
Ju 't twenty four hours from the time he re­
cei,·ed the Ia t acraments, the man was dead. 
When we wPnt to the home, we were met by the 
-ixteen-year-old boy who had been helping dig 
hi<> father's grave. The mother had one more 
reque t. Would we leave the crucifix for nine 
day ? The family wished to make a Novena of 
prayer for the father. After nine days it was 
returned to me once more. 

L ITTLE did I realize, when I fi1·st received my 
crucifix at Victory Noll, what a companion 

it would be, not only to me but to the sick and 
the dying who would receive it from my hands 
and benefit by its companionship. My Cl'ucifix! 
Precious reminder of Christ's love and suffering! 
Who can sa~· what grace of contrition, patience 
and perseverance have been granted to those who 
held it in their failing hands and learned from it 
to utfer and to die with their Crucified Saviour! 

I de~ire to be a missionuy, not only for a 
few years, but to have been one from th cr a­
tion of the world and so to continue until the 
end of time. 

-Little Flower 

The Jfissio11ary Catechist 



cA Grateful cOreother 
Q N MOTHER'S DAY one of the Catechists at 

Victory J oil received the following letter and 
bit of verse. Both are an exquisite expression 
of gratitude to God from a mother who recog­
nizes and apperciatcs the sublimity of her daught­
er's vocation; and of the honor, hea\·en-besto"·ed, 
of being a MOTHER OF A RELIGIOl'S. We 
<>hare these gems with you. 

• 
Dear Miriam, 

• 
Although this day is set aJJart 

For giving mothers praise, 
The me sage in this card has come 

To say it works both ways; 
And \\'hen you think of me today 

You'll know I'm thinking, too, 
Of all the specia~ l1appiness 

That's mine because of you. 

May 9, 1944 

The underlining (italics) is mine. Those two lines express my 
feeling so well. I often say the greatest happiness of my life has 
come to me through you and your beautiful vocation. Thanks to the 
Hea\'enly Mother, whose name you bear, who has watched over you 
o tenderly! Whene\'er I pray for you I commence my prayers with 

these words. ''Thank God for the vocation of my daughter, Miriam, 
and for the Missionary Catechists" and then I add the words of Father 
Sigstein, "grant that' they may be holy and happy Catechists" and 
the-e additional words of my own. "And be the means of bringing 
many soul:s to God." 

God bless and love you all 
Mother 

Postulants at Victory-Noll 



San Antonio and Denver 
Archdioceses 

are the scenes of new missionary endeavors for the 
MISSIONARY CATECHISTS this year. 

Traveling Expenses 
to these new missions are very high 

Willl?OU 
help us meet them? 

Victory Noll 
Huntington, Indiana 

Dear Catechi ts: 

I herewith enclo e __ --------------------- to help defray traveling expen es 
of Catechi ts going to the new mi ion center . 

N arne -------------------- ----·--. ----------------------- .. --------·---·- --------- -··--- ----- ··--·- --·--- --·---------·--- .. 

Add res --------------·----------------·····-------- ... - ---------------- ····------------·-------------·-· -------··--· 

City -----·-------------------- Zone number .......................... tate ......................... . 


