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OJadonna and Child 

by Ret·erend Frederirk .l/. Lgnk, S. V .D. 

The an{lels had returned to heaven, 
The shepherds to their qui-et fo~d, 
The magi to their eastern homeland, 
The manger still u:as hard and cold. 

And yet, the I nfant Son of God 
Could not 1'ernain in U for long; 
A cruel deRpot's ruthless threat 
Drm•e Him to foreir;n land and tongue. 

The Holy Three set out in haste 
To c·ross the bu1'ning dese1·t sand, 
But ni,qhtly made a brief sojourn, 
They knr-11' their lives were in God's ha11d. 

Would not the white stars 1ise to dance, 
When Mary Htised het· Infant's face 
Up to her bi'Pnst beneath the t1·ees, 
That e'en the ban·en dese·1·t grace? 

ll' onld not the saiUng clo·uds begntdge 
H er the sn·eet load ?mon he1· ann? 
And gladly clothe Hint in the H'h·ite 
Of fl eecy li'OO[ to keep Him u•ann? 

prnuld 110t the thru hes sing with he1· 
Whe11 she intoned a cradle song? 
ll'm•ld not the floll'e1's bow thei1· heads 
To l"1ar that mother fah· and young? 

0 u·oulrl that I could be a stm·, 
A cloud, a thr·ush, a fmgrant /lowe1·, 
To shine and sail, to sing and pray, 
Around the sacred desert bou·er. 
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H APPY NEW YEAR! 

Q NCE more God presents us with a New Year. He asks us to use it to grow 
con tantly in Hi' love. At each instant of thi New Year, He will be present 

giving us the grace we need at that particular moment. This grace may be a 
joy, a sorrow; a trial, a blessing; a loss, a gain; it may seem to come from the 
goodness or malice of men; but behind each event we can be sure that it is God 
who i there arranging all things for u . 

A ND in whose hands would we rather place ourselves, who would we rather 
have guide our destiny, as we look upon the tremendous gift of time-355 

days or some part of them-which is to be our as 1946 dawns upon the world? 

WHEN thi year-like all the preceding year -has sped into eternity, shall 
we love God more or les ? Shall we be closer to Him or farther from Him? 

Shall we have u ed our time procuring the glory of God and the good of our 
neighbor, or shall we have wasted it trying to secure our own selfish desir:!s 
and pleasures? 

EXCEPT for life it elf, God has given us no greater gift than time. Ah! k~t 
us use it well; let us use it while we can. Let us make sure that when that 

amount of time, which God has decreed shall be ours, comes to an end, we will 
be ready to go forth to that reward which God has promised to all who seek to 
know and do His Holy Will. 

·This ble ing we wish to all our subscribers, friends and benefactors, as 
we enter upon the year of 1946. 

Catechist Catherine Olberding 
and 

The itfissionary Catechists 

--.-·-·-... ·----.. -----...·---··-··---··-··-----··-·-·---·-·-·-··-··-··- ··-··-··-··-
THE MISSIONARY CATECHIST is a monthly magazine published with ecclesiastical 

approbation by the Society of Missionary Catechists, Victory-Noll, Huntington, Indiana. 
Subscription rates: $1 a year; $2.60 for 3 years; $4 for 5 years; $25 for life, payable in 
monthly installments; $1.50, Canada and Foreign. Entered as second class matter Decem­
ber 30, 1924, at the post office at Huntington, Indiana, under the act of March 3, 187!l. 

Oar Dltuecl Lady of Victory P.- Victory-Noll, B .. tbaa1ea. IMJana 



Co-operating for 'Peace 
From an .-\ddres;; 

by the Very R evere11d E . C. LaMore, O.P. , Ph.D .. 
S.T.Lr. 

Department of Philosophy, Siena Heights College 

T HE war is over; our enemies have been van-
quished; joy abounds in our hearts, and the 

flush of victory is still upon our faces . But we 
are now called upon to solve a greater problem­
the problem of a lasting peace. 

THE war is over-but our job is only half 
done. To have conquer-ed the enemy is not 

enough; we must win the peace. Some would 
like to think that with \'ictory peace comes auto­
matically. Hard, cruel experience says such is 
not the ca.•e. Th·~ battle for victory is over: the 
bh ttle for peace has just begun. 

A S WE bandage up our wounds and count tht> 
cost of victory- in death, destruction and 

,,·a~te-we begin to realize that defeat of the 
enemy on the battle front was but a n-ecessary 
prelude of things to come; if we are to have 
per.ce, we must now battle with enemies on the 
home front. The battl-e behind were bloody and 
crllel; the battles ahead of us will be difficult 
and demanding. They will try our patience and 
test our courage. But we must fight now as 
\\·e have never fought before, if we would keep 
faith with our honored dead. We must finish 
the task they have so nobly advanced. They won 
the victory; now we must win the peace. If we 
fa;!, th·<!ir victory will have been in vain. 

jT WAS not an easy thing to win this war. Jn 
fact, it was an almost superhuman job. Yet 

we did win it. Once we decided there was a jol· 
to do, we forgot our differences-like good 
Americans, put our coll·~ctive shoulder to the 
wheel, and success was ouJ". Difference, of 
race, creed, or politics did not then prevent our 
being a strong and united country. Our combined 
strength, with that of our gallant allies, brought 
the enemy to his knees. The task of winning the 
peace, which now confronts us, is even greater 
than that of winning the war. If we could co­
operate so magnificently in winning the war, 
why can we not do the same in winning the 
peace'? Some say we cannot . . . I say we 
can-and we must. 

0 0 WE want peace? If ever a question didn't 
need an answer. this one doe n't. earch 

the hearts of tho3e whose lov·cd ones lie buried 
in some for()ign field, of those whose loved ones 
lie mail':lcd on sa:-ne hospital cot, of those whose 
loved ones are now hopel·.:ssly in.;ane ; ask the 
boys who went through the hell of battle; ask 
the mothers whose little ones may provide can­
non fodder for the next war. In the hearts and 
on the lips of all th·ese there is but a si ngle 
prayer, "0 God, give us peace!" The only ones 
who do not des ire peace are those who found 
war profitable. 

1 F WE are to a\·oid anothe r war. we must make a., 
Hire to establish the firm foundat ion of a ~ 

lasting peace. We must hav~ peace, not only 
to avoid the wastefulness of war, but to secure 
the element: necessarv for an intelligent and 
happy life. War is a· violation of ou r rationa l 
II:! ure. Our :ouls cry out against the con­
fu:ion and disorder of war. !\Ian was mad·J to 
:::eek his own pet·fedion th rough the activities 
of the noblest power:; of his 8otll . Hi s soul de-
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lights in order, not in disorder; his intellect 
thirsts for truth, not error; his will desires what 
is good, not what is eYil. War destroys man's 
sou nd judgment. It causes him to confuse the 
fa lse with the true, the right with the wrong. 
the evi l with the good. It interferes with his 
intellectual, moral and spiritual growth. It robs 
him of the happiness which he desires so in­
tensely, and which he requires so badly. We 
need peace, therefore, not alone to save our­
selves pain and tears, but to give ourselves the 
chance to live as a human being :;hould. 

y Es, we desire peace, and we need peace; but 
before we can have it, there is much to be 

done. A demolished world must be rebuilt. Tht> 
unity of the great human family must be re­
stOI·ed. The strength of revolutio:1ary forces. 
purged of their false and de tructive errors, 
must be harnessed and directed to constructiYe 
social purposes. The social efforts of all peoples 
must be stimulated and co-ordinat·~d so as to 
a sure the promotion of the higher univer!Oal 
well-being. The blackout caused by eiToneOi! :> 
socia l philosophies must be dispelled. Guidance 
must be sought in those eternal truths which 
alone can give light and direction, and which 
alone can effect a consolidation of all the con­
st ructiYe forces of peoples and nations in th eir 
quest for r ea l peace, as well as for a new world 
ord·~r worthy of man':; highest effort. This is 
our problem. Ib; solution, if correct, will bring 
us peace; if incorrect, it will bring us another 
and greater war. 

N EVER in history has so much been said about 
peace, never has so much been written; y·<!t 

never have men been more confused about the 
true nature of peace. Peace is very often con­
fused with war, and war is unconsciously glori­
fied, even when it is expressly condemned, be­
cause the modern mind does not know the true 
nature of peace. It identifies peace with pacifism, 
with a cowardly, fearful state of mind. But 
peace is quite the contrary. Peace is more de­
manding of men than war. War is easier on 
men than peace, because peace requires s·zlf-con­
trol and self-restraint, whereas war gives r e­
lease to all those passions in man's oul which 
seek to burst forth in full viol·znce. War is an 
easy escape for a man or a society incapabl2 
of controlling itself. War is the arne thing in 
society that a fit of violent temper is in the 
individual man. It is the easie t escape from a 
difficu lt or unpleasant situation. But peace is 
hard. Self-restraint and self-control are al­
ways hard. 

T RUE peace is defined a the tranquility of 
order. It is a quality of the spirit that per-
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vades and governs man's relations with God a nd 
with other men. Is is a calmn ess of spirit and 
mind within and a mong men, within a nd among 
nations. It results from the proper order among 
man's powers: his lower facu lti·zs a re controlled 
and directed by his intellect and will, which 
are in conformity with the Divine Intellect and 
Will. It results, too, from t he harmonious re­
lations of man with his fellow men. There can 
be no peace in th·z world where there is no peace 
in the souls of men, for peace in the world rests 
upon the virtues of justice and charity, and 
without peace in the sou l there will be neither 
justice nor charity. 

WE WISH to avoid another war, another con-
flict between nations. This is not possible, 

unless both justice and chari ty exist between 
nations. And these will not exist between na­
tions, unless they exist in the people of the na­
tions. It is sheer folly to think or expect t hat 
any nation, whose people do not pract ice just ice 
and charity among themselves, will practice th ese 
,·irtues in its behavior with other nations. P eace 
among nations is impossible, therefore, unless the 
illdividuals of each nation understand and cher­
ish and practice justice and char ity. 

C HARITY is love, and one does not love what 
he does not know. Truly to love one's neigh­

bor requires that one know hi s neighbor for 
what he really is-the image and lik·zness of 
God. It requires further that one know God 
for what He is-an infinitely p·zrfect Being, a 
wise and good and loving Father. Unless man 
love God, he will not love God's image- man. 
Thus, true love is unknown to an atheist. 

j USTICE requires that one give to every other 
man that which is his due. But this, too, is 

not possible for the atheist, for he has a di storted 
view of · his own rights, as well as of the rights 
of others. He mistakes his own selfish interests 
and desires for rights, and the rights of others 
for what he does not want for himself. 

1 F ALL men would love their neighbors as they 
love themselves, and if a ll would take the 

trouble to learn and respect the rights of their 
f llow men, there would never be a war , and we 
would not now be concerned about solving the 
problem of peace. Peace, therefore, is not the 
mere cessation of war-that is often but an 
armed truce; peace is the harmonious living 
with one's fellow men. To liv•<! so, one must 
ever practice the Christian virtues of justice 
and charity. There is no other way. 

To be co1ttinued next month 
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As Angels See It 

T HERE was no hint of condemnation in the 
angel's low voice, and yet hi tatement was 

definitely an accu ation: 

''YOUR record of the day is incomplete." 

1 J E RKED back my head to meet the benign 
gaze of the speaker. Years of experience 

with my angel had taught me, long ago, that 
it wa silly to make excu es to him. He knew 
me too well-and, nevertheles , loved m~ beyond 
measure. So I tared expectantly into his 
caressing, celestial eyes and waited for an ex­
planation. 

B EFORE me lay the rul~d book _in .'vhich were 
kept the daily summar1e of rn1s wnary work 

accomplished by us four Catechists from our 
little mission center here in Colorado. These 
accounts were necessarily brief and stati tical. 
That day's report read as follows : 

6 

Taught in two missions-Two 
Catechist in each mission. 

Enrollment-Children 
Adults 
Privat·~ Instructions 
Home Yisits 

.113 

6 

2 
Hl 

by Catechist Regina Torzewski 

P ieces of baby clothes given 
to a poor family . .. . ........... . 10 

Pamphlets dist ri buted .............. 30 

" W HAT you have jot ted down," the angel be­
gan again, "is relat ively unimportant." 

1 GLANCED at t he book in time to see my re­
port shrink into a t iny foo tnote and ·lip down 

to the very bottom of the long page. Above it, 
mysteriously appea red closely wri t ten, angelic 
cript, filling the ent i1·e sheet wi th beautifu l, 

golden letters. The bright lines were dazzling, 
and I could not read them. My ang>~ l picked up 
the book. 

11 AJ. •D there is something to be added," h 
cried joyfully. "A happy death to your 

credit. Mrs. anchez entered Eterni ty ju t two 
second ago." -

uso SOON!" I exclaimed, anxiously recall ing 
our Yisit with her t hat rooming. "Did she 

confess?" 

"YE , she receh·ed three g rea t Sacraments, 
thanks to you.' ' 

" Q H, • ·o. Angel, you' re wrong there," I on-
tradicted boldly. ·• he wouldn't hem· 
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about goi ng to confession when w~ mentioned it 
to her . We don't deserve credit for her death­
bed repentance." 

'' F OOLISH little mor tal," my angel breathed 
sweetly. "Remember how, when you visit­

ed Mrs. Sanchez th is morning, she begged you to 
s it on the bed close beside her so that she might 
throw her wretched self-steeped in mortal sin 
-into you r arms? You were fi lled with repug­
nance at s ight of that filthy, smelly room, and at 
t he bed alive with creeping t h ings; yet you sat 
beside her for fo rty-three minutes-! counted 
every precious one ! Your self -conque t and seem­
ingly fru itless yearning for that soul earned 
fo r her th·~ grace to ask for the life-giving Sac­
•·aments. 'ow in Eternity she will praise God 
a nd thank you forever and forever!" 

B E FORE I could express my happine sand sur­
pr ise, the angel continued: 

''A ND here i something else, another of the 
many cases you overlook in your daily 

reports. It is from Catechist M's day. You 
didn't even count it a visit because she had 
•~o t been permitted to enter the house." 

THE angel pointed to a shining line in the 
register. 

" H ER first approach this morning was to the 
home of a Pentecostal family. In answer 

to Catechist's knock, a woman opened the door 
only wide enough to spit out at her caller con­
tempt and scorn. Catechist M. accepted the 
humi liation for love of the Crucified. She said a 
prayer for the misguided woman and left he r 
with a smi le and a 'God bless you.' The woman 
\Yas amazed at such conduct and by it Catechist 
M. obtained the grace of compunction for that 
sou l. As a result, the woman and her family of 
nine will return to the true Church. They will 
do much for the Glory of God, although neither 
you nor Catechist M. will be here to witness the 
happy event. 

''THE there is that sticky piece of candy 
which Catechist W. accepted so graciously 

from the grimy hands of little Lalo. She won 
the child's love by that act and touched the 
hearts of his doting parents. Through Lalo 
Cat·~chist will bring the parents back to the 
practice of their religion. 

1 1 A ND that human wreckage that bumped in-
to you and Catechist L. at the street cor­

ner! Remember? You could tell he was not in­
toxicated, and compa sion tore at your l]eart 
when you looked into his piteous face. R~mem-
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ber how Catechist L. asked gently, " Are you 
sick ... Can we help you ?' 

''YOUR unexpected kindness and your prayers 
warmed th is soul and his despa iring hear t 

turned to God. A host of mortal sins were pre­
vented in that instance, as I have here r ecorded." 

T H E clock struck the quarter hour. It would 
soon be time for LIGHTS OUT, as my a ngel 

must surely know. I shifted uneas ily in my 
chair. 

" IF YOU weren't gett ing so fidgety," the angel 
spoke a bit reproachf ully, " I would relate a 

hundred and more inciden ts, s imila r to these, 
from our daily records of each Catechist in your 
convent, just to show you that your reports don't 
correspond at all wit h t hose we angels keep." 

" B UT aren't you clutte ring up your fil es wi t h 
too many little t h ings, Angel '? The things 

you mentioned are t he war p and woof of every 
day life----eommonplace th ings which we accept 
as a matter of course." 

''LITTLE things! Before God t here a re neith-
er little nor great actions, as mor tals j udge, 

for God has no measure fo r THI NGS, as you 
call them. He has a measure only fo r the love 
of Him with which everything is done." 

"BUT doesn't it please God to see our attend­
ance increasing-to see the numbers going 

up?" 

"GOD beholds each soul as though it alone 
existed. He rejoices at t he increasing at­

tendance only insofar as your influence reaches 
out to stamp the image of His Son upon t he in­
dividual souls whom your love attracts. That 
is why, while you jot down numbers each evening 
and rejoice to see them g rowing, I fi ll the pages 
of my book with glorious stor ies of souls­
souls whom God has entrusted to yo ur l ove . ~· 

' 'WILL I read those stories in heaven, Angel ?" 
I asked in a weak voice, momentar ily 

f rightened at the awful responsib il ity of my 
holy vocation. 

'' IF YOU continue faithfu l," he said, and closed 
th·~ book. 

N O, I don't believe in dreams, although dreams 
of angels make pretty tales. Nevertheless, 

when friends wrote congratu lating us on the 
success of our missionary endeavors in Colo­
rado, I caught myself writing-in answer to 
their "We read about you in the paper"­
''Headlines on earth are merely footnotes in 
Heaven." 

T 



FortB-Four OJonths 

in Japan 
'' I THOUGHT often of the Catechists during 

the past three years or so-and I had lots 
of time to think-but I never thought I would 
eYer again stand before you here at Victory 
::-~ol!." With these words Father Felix, O.F.l\1. 
Cap., began the story of the trying days spent 
in Japanese internment camps. 

A ND we might have answered- though we 
didn't-that we had thought of him often 

si:1ce the fall of Guam; that we prayed for him 
and fo r his confreres interned in Japan with 
him; but that we most certainly never expected 
to see him again in this world. 

S OME of us knew Father Felix since he was 
a novice-not o many years ago-and many 

of us kn·zw him a a young priest stationed at 
St. Felix's monastery. Looking now at the slight 
figure before us ( though Father had gained 
thirty pounds since his release from the intern­
ment camp l, the white in the hair at the temples, 
th·~ grey streaked beard, we knew-even before 
Father began his talk-how severe must have 
been the privations, sufferings and hardships 
which he and his fellow internees had endured 
at the hands of the Japanese. 

FATHER FELIX J.:dt for Guam in October. 
1940. For the first nine or ten months, he 

told us, his main work was the study of the 
Chamorro language, an understanding of which 
is absolutely necessary in order to work among 
the natives on the island. Wh·~n he had obtained 
a workable knowledge of the language he was 
assigned a mission ix miles out of Agana, and 
was just on the point of building a parochial 
house so that he might spend more time among 
his people, when the war brok·z out. 

T HE feast of the Immaculate Conception is a 
feast especially dear to the Chamorro people. 

Each year they come from far and near to a ist 
at the pontifical high Mass which is offered in 
the Cathedral at Agana. In the aft·zrnoon the 
Children of Mary, wearing white dresses and 
blue sashes, take part in a procession in honor 
of their Patroness. 

T HE celebration of this feast of the Immacu­
late Conception-December 8, 1941-was to 

have b€en no different from that of ordinary 

I 

Reverend Felix Ley, O.F.M. Cap. 

years. The Cathedral was filled for the solemn 
high Mas at :00 o'clock. But just as the Bishop 
had fini hed distributing communion, a squadron 
of Japanese planes appeared in the cloudless blue 
of the sky, and began dropping bombs on t he 
~aval Station at Sumay. 

E VACUATION of the Capital, Agana, began 
immediately. Although it had a population of 

about 8,000, it wa a ghost city by 3 :00 o'clock 
in the afternoon. The Japs sent over a few planes 
in the afternoon and again in the morning and 
afternoon of the 9th. The e did but little damage, 
rarely hitting their objectives, exc-:!pt at Sumay­
the object of their first surprise attack. On De­
cember 10 the Japane e landed on the Island in 
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the early hour s of the morning under cover of 
darkness. The Island was not protected. Ther e 
\\·ere on ly about 150 marines on the whole Island 
and perhaps 250 to 300 member of the Insular 
force-native boys ·2mployed by the government 
for milita1·y training. There were no anti-air­
craft guns; probably about six machine guns. 
After one-half hour of fighting (during which 
quite a few lives were lost, especially among the 
Insu lar fo rce l, the Governor surrend·2 red to the 
J aps. The rest of the I land was occup ied quite 
peacefu lly . 

WHE~ the Capuchin Fathers were first placed 
"under the protection of the J apanese Gov­

cmment" they wel'2 given a sort of pass on which 
was written in Japanese "Catholic Pri est" and 
the name of the Commander who gave the pass. 
''We were supposed to be free," Fath·2 r told us, 
"but it was a freedom of the J aps own concep­
tion. They were a lways watching us; we could 
not go any place without half a dozen of them 
on our heels ." Father continu·2d, 

W E had that sort of freedom until about 
the 22nd of December when we wer·2 

informed that we were to consider ourselves 
pri soners of the Imperi a l Army. They came 
to our house at Guam and gave us t·2n 
minutes to get ready. We were moved to 
the Cathedral, which was then being used 
as a camp for military prisoners. 

Q N the lOth of January, 1942, we were 
put on board a Japane e liner - the 

Argentina Maru-suppo ed to be one of 
their best hips. Our quarters were two 
baggage rooms. These had to suffice for 
a bout 450 men, 150 of whom were civilian, 
the r est military prisoners. The racks and 
floor provided just enough space for lying 
down. Twic·2 a day we were giYen rice and 
smelly fish . The trip lasted five days. 

W E a rrived at the Island of Shikoku on 
January 15. Here we were placed in the 

Sentzugi military prisoners' camp, which 
had been u ed for the German during the 
last war. After a we2k, the J aps dEcided 
to separate the military prisoners from the 
civ ilians. About 150 of us were moved from 
the camp, thus passing from the immediate 
car e of the Japanese army. 

Q UR destination proved to be Kobe. Here 
we were plac·2d in two different camps, 

accord ing to age. All men over 45 were in 
one camp; all under 45 in another. There 
were eleven of us Capuchins, ten prie · ts and 
one lay brother. All of us, except Father 
Adalbert, were placed in the camp for men 
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under 45. We were now under civilian 
police which was a welcome change from the 
military police. We remained her e until 
October, 1942. At thi s place the food was 
not so bad as to quantity, but was terrible 
as to quality, much of it being spoiled be­
fore it was se rved. Bes ides, it was pre­
pared in a restaurant (Mikado l and was 
n·2ver served hot. 

1 l October, 1942, we were moved to an-
other camp in Kobe. At this place the 

lodgings were better, so was the food, 
which was prepared by a man who stayed 
on the property. But after about six 
months the quantity of food began to get 
bad. 

THE winter of 1943-1944 was easily the 
worst of our sojourn in Japan. There 

" ·as no heat. Everyone suffered from chil­
blains. The food had been cut down to 
starvation rations, and at t hi s time we had 
no contacts for other food supplies . If we 
desired hot water for baths, we had to go 
to the neighboring mountains-a di stance 
of f rom t wo to three miles--and carry the 
necessary wood back in ou r a rms. Whe n­
ever possible we r emained in our beds. It 
was warm there and if we slept we could 
forget for a while the all absorbing thought 
of food. 

W E remained at this camp until May of 
1944. At that time a ll the civilian camps 

in the city were united at a camp about 
three miles out of the city. Up ' there we 
had about 165 men, mostly Americans, but 
a lso a few Dutch, Belgians, and English. 
Our quarters were better. Up to this time 
our place for exerc ise was always very 
small-at one time we had only about 
twenty feet . In the mountains we had more 
room to roam around and more room to get 
away from one another. 

B UT the food here was very bad as to 
quantity. Rice could not be obtained. 

Instead we were giv·2n soy bean s. It takes 
a very long time to cook soy beans, and 
even after bo iling for twelve or fourteen 
hours, they often tasted like raw peanuts. 
Eating these half cook·2d soy beans caused 
dysentery, so that we were almost afraid to 
eat them, until we were finally able to ri g 
up a pressure cooker which took ca r e of 
the cooking problem. 

1 N. many respects this camp outside the 
c1ty of Kobe proved to be t he most com­

fortable of all. This was due mostly, how-

~ Continued on page "14) 
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MEET OUR RHYTHM: BA~ D 

N EXICANS love music. The majority of them 
have been endowed with beautiful voice ; 

they have special talents for playing t;:e various 
musical instruments. But thi article is not go­
ing to tell about the mu ic of great artist ; rath­
er it is going to introduce you to the tiny mem­
bers of our rhythm bands. 

THE RHYTHM band was begun as an entice-
ment to religion classes. It ha fulfilled its 

purpose well. Besides giving activity and enjoy­
ment to the children, it afford great pleasure to 
the parishioner when their children appear on 
programs presented at the parish hall. 

THE "St. Francis Azusa Rhythm Band" had a 
small beginning, but it gradually increa ed 

in membership until one day I found I had more 
players than instruments. It was war time and 
there was no po sibi\ity of buying additional in­
struments. Relying on the ingenuity of my sis­
ter Catechists, I put my problem up to them. 
And I wa not disappointed. In a hort time 

several lengths of rounds w·Jre procured from the 
lumber yard. The e were sawed into thirteen inch 
length , painted various bright colors, and we 
had two dozen new rhythm sticks. Then the so­
dality boys became interested, and in their work­
shop at chool they sawed the wood part of the 
clog . Fruit jar caps, with a hole hammered 
in the middle and then fastened to the wood 
with long crew , proved serviceable clogs. The 
drum were tattered and torn, but pieces of 
parchment ewed together and fastened to the 
frames of the drums with heavy brads, mad 
the drum look like new and sound like profes­
sional ones. 

THE group of players grew so large that we 
had to di,·ide them into two bands. Those 

in the First Communion clas form one band, 

(Continued on page 11) 

St. Franci Rhythm Band, Azu a, California 
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CHUCK-0 R LITTLE CHINESE CONVERT­
WRITES 

(Continued from page 10) 

and tho in the prayer cia form the other band. 

WHEN we meet the children at the school gate 
on Catechism days, their fir t que tions is 

always, "Catechist, do we play in the rhy thm 
band today?" 

QNE day, when we were haYing a little party 
in the parish hall for all the children attend­

ing Chri tian Doctrine cia ses, a little young­
st-er carne up to me and said, 

'I.C ATECHIST. when does the party start?" 

''JUST as soon as all the boys and girls arc 
here,'' I an wered. 

II 8 UT," he said in a worried tone of Yo:cc. 
"when are we going to get dre ed ?" 

II GET dres ed ?" I a ked, a bit puzzled. ""hat 
do you mean, Ramon?" 

Janua1·y, 1946 

''WHY, with our caps and capes. Aren't we 
going to play up there?" he asked, point­

ing to the tage. 

~IE~ I understood. The rhythm band, wear-
ing their blue and gold capes wit:'1 caps to 

m:1tch, had played in a program a few nights 
before, and this youngster had confused pa1·ty 

with program. 

T ONE of the performances-just as the 
curtains were about to open-the director of 

L e Junior Rhythm Band whispered to me. 

"CATECHIST, I'm going to make a speech. 
You don't care, do you?" 

'' N 0, MIGUEL, I don't care," I replied, won­
dering what the speech rnig;'lt be. "Go 

ahead." 

WHEN the curtains opened, Miguel bowed pro­
foundly and said, 

II LADIES and gentlemen, I present MY rhythm 
band." 

Catechist M. Helen Flaspohler 
Azusa, California. 
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Dear Associates: 

E ACH week we hear of family reunions among 
our intimate friends and Associates. A son. 

a brother, a husband, who has been absent from 
the family circle two, three, even five years, is 
home again. It matters little to his loved ones if 
he uses crutches or wears a brace. 

Ther-<! are others (and their name is legion l 
who are denied the happiness of similar reunions. 
But God knows best, and these genuinely share 
in the joy of the more fortunate ones, although 
their mind's eye envisions a cross on foreign 
soi l above a grave which holds a dear boy's re­
mains. 

A S WE recall the valiant who fell in battle. 
your Supervisor, for one, will never forget 

the item carried in most of our Catholic papers 
a year ago-p·<!rhaps more. It is the story of a 
young lad who lay dying on a New Guinea 
battlefield, after being shot through the stomach 
by a Japanese sniper. Private Joseph Lev (the 
lad in question) turned to a buddy and begged 
him to write his parents regarding his last 
will. Joseph asked that all his savings, which 
amounted to $1,210.41, be given to the mission­
aries, whose work he had witnessed first hand 
ir. his brief career as a soldier. 

1 N VIEW of this soldier's generosity, will we 
ever allow our zeal for the missions to ftag­

·<!ven when it demands of us much self-sacrifie2'? 

POOR SOULS BAND (Berwyn, III. ) 

TH E promoter of this Band, Jfrs. J. ·v. Mc-
Gm·ern, has the enviable privilege of being a 

close friend of our Reverend Founder O\'er a 
long period of years. Their Band acti\·itie.~ 
have never faltered during the decade of years 
which has pass·cd since its inception. 
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Associate 
T-IE CE. TTRAL COMM ITTEE LUNCHEON 

AND RAFFLE 

OX ~OVEMBER 3, English Room II, Marshal 
Field store, Chicago, was the scene of th·2 e 

annual luncheon and raffle sponsored by the of­
fleers of the Central Committee, Miss illa1'!J Pcr­
/;ins, Jlrs. H. F. Staley, Mrs. Mary Gleasou and 
J/n;. Emilie Rupp. It was the pleasure of your 
Cat·~chist Supervisor and Catechist Wen~1;ritzky 
to attend this affair. Undaunted by the printer s' 
strike which delayed the p1·inting of raffle tickets, 
the business was carried through to a successful 
conclusion. More than three hundred dollars 
was realized. The weather was good and fifty-
t \\"O ladies, representing at least twelve or fifteen 
Dands which belong to the Committee, were 
pr-Jsent. We pray God to abundantly r eward 
our generous Associates for their efforts in our 
behalf. 

~IOTHER A~D DAUGHTER CLUE (Chicago) 

A S THE name indicates, this Band is composed 
of mothers and their yo ung da ughters­

most of whom are working girls. Birthday pa r­
ties, sih·er wedding anniversaries and certain 
holidavs are celebrated by the member s, and 
alway~ on these festive occasions, a collect ion 
is taken up among those present to aid ou r 
Catechists. It seems to me, as I mentioned in 
a letter, these ladies are very wise in so using 
innoc-ent earthly joys as to make them count for 
eternity. 

.llrs . .llargarct Luetkeultlts is promoter of 
this Band. 

THE PASSI);G BELL RINGS AGAIN 

Death claim2d one of our 
Chicago promoters, Mrs . 
.llar[Jarct • Iurpliy, the lat­
ter part of October. We 
knew she had been in fa il­
irw health for over a year 
but the news was a great 
shoe~: to us Catechists and 
her many friends and As­
sociate.:;. Mrs. 1urphy had 
I· ~ n tl:c capable head of 
Holy Family Band s ince 1939, when it was first 
organized. During the intervening years the 
Dand has given often and much. The deceased 
was an aunt of our Catechist McBride. 

The Missionary Catechist 



C3atecluSfs 

ST. CATHERI~E'S BAND t Los Angeles, Calif. l 

- \ ME DUB this group as a ltelc Band composed 
of old friends of our Catechists. The pro­

moter, Mrs. Margaret JfcMannamy, i siste r to 
our Catechist Sophie Renier, one of the pioneers 
ill our Society. Another sister and member of 
the Band, Mr . Frances Fitzgerald, live in Chi­
cago. Most of the members, of course, comprising 
this Band live in Los Angeles where monthly 
meetings are held. At these meetings the mem­
bers do not play cards but make lovely pieces 
of fancy work. When completed their handi,,·ork 
is boxed and sent to Victory-Noll, to be sold 
at our annual fancy work sale, dating from 
August 5th to August 15th. 

MARY, QUEEN OF HEARTS, BAND 
(Lombard, Ill. ) 

H ERE again we have a group, headed by Miss 
Wilma Wengritzky, ister of Catechist Eliza­

beth Wengritzky, who prefer to keep their hands 
busy at meetings rather than play cards. Among 
other articles, they have turned out holy water 
bottles and bookmarks. We believe our Gre·~ley , 

Colorado, Catechists are the favored ones whom 
they have selected to help with their handmade 
articles. 

HOLY GHOST BAND t Elkhart, Ind. ) 

Q NE of our smallest Bands, this group of 
Hoosiers headed by Miss Mary Nye, really 

accomplishes big things for our Catechi ts, be­
cau e their contributions at the end of the year 
show a total not reached by some larger Bands. 
It was organized in 1939. They are proud of our 
Catechist Gildea who labors at our East. Gary 
Mission, and who hails from their city. 

ST. MARY'S SODALITY BAND (Detroit) 

eTHIS Band labors for the support of our Cate-
chist Badway, who is missioned at our South 

Bend Mission Center. Mrs. Pet r Pink, promoter, 
is a close personal friend of Catechist. Mrs. 
Pink's missives have been hort but regular, and 
always they contain a check. Among the prac­
tical articles rafi'l·~d at their monthly meet :ngs 
were bacon, cleansing tissues, and w:1shcloths. 
May God ble s these, our more r ecent fri ends 
and benefactors, with long lives, filled with Ese­
fulness in God's service. 

Janua111, 1946 

t 

A.C.M. BA D CONTRIBUTIONS 

Associat e Catechists of Mary, Cen t ral Com­
mittee, Miss Mary A. Perkin , Pres . ........ $321.00 

Charitina Club No. 1, Chicago, Miss Kathe rine 
Hennigan ............ ....................... ....................... 6.00 

Chari t ina Club No. 2, Paris, Ill., Mi ss Mary 
C. Gibbons ........................................... 10.00 

Im ma culate Conception Band, Chicag o, Miss 
Mary A. Perkins ................. ...... .................. 7.00 

Immaculate Conception Band, Detroit, Miss 
Lillian Dunn .............................. ................... 10.00 

Lit tl e Flower Mission CiJ·cle, Chicago, Miss 
Veronica Foertsch ......................... 25.00 

Mo ther & Daug hters Club, Chicago, Mrs. Mar-
garet Luetkenhus .............................. ............ 10.00 

Mother of Perpetual Help Band No. 2, Evan-
ston, Miss Celia Henrich ............................ 2.00 

Ou 1· Lady of Fatima Band, San Antonio, 
Texas, Mrs. E . G. Walsh ........... ............ ..... 25 .00 

Our Lady, Queen of Angels, Band, Los An-
geles, Mrs. C. J. Sauthier .......................... 20.00 

Poor Souls Band, Berwyn, Ill., Mrs. J. V. Mc-
Govern ............... .................... ......................... 8.50 

Sacred Heart Mission Society, Newark, N. Y., 
Miss Madeline Morro .. ......... ....................... 25.00 

St. Bridget Band, Bellevue, Ky ., Miss Gra·~ e 
Kem ...................... ................. ............ ............. 3.00 

St. Catherine Band, Los Angeles, Mrs. Mar-
garet McMannamy ... .. .................................. . 15.00 

St. Gemma Galgani, Chicago, Mrs. J . Vogt .... 6.00 
St. Helen Band, Dayton, Ohio, Miss Helen 

Melke .............................................................. 3.50 
St. Irene Band, Chicago, Miss May Walsh ...... 4.50 
St. Joseph Mission Club, Baldwinsville, N. Y., 

Mrs. Mary Bucci .......................................... 55.63 
St. Justin, Martyr, Band, Chicago, Mrs. Fred 

Kiefer ..................................................... ......... 79.00 
St. Katherine Band, Chicago, Mrs. Katherine 

Hammer ....... .. .... ............................................. 30.00 
St. Mary Sodality Band, Detroit, Mrs. Peter 

Pink .................................................................. 5.00 
St. Raymond Band, Chicago, Mrs. Kathryne 

Quinlan ............................................................ 5.00 
The Srillians, Cincinnati, Miss Marion Muel-

ler ...................................................................... 3.00 
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FORTY-FOUR l\IO~THS IK JAPA~ 

(Continued from page 9 ) 

ever, to the ingenuity of the men in camp. 
Whi le the food wa worse than ever, sever:1l 
of the men managed to mak~ contacts on the 
black market in the city. Under cover of 
darkness, they wou ld sneak out of camp and 
bring back whatever food could be obtained. 
While it was by no means enough to satisfy 
our hunger, it helped tide over a very 
critical period in our internment. 

1 N ~ur grou~ there we;·e a number of elec-
tncal engmeers. V\ e were on a very 

strict ration of electr icity, but the engi­
neers knew that th·~ bui lding had more than 
enough power. We needed heat for cooking 
the food we were able to obtain, as well as 
for boiling water since all drinking water 
had to be boiled. Th·~ electricians managed 
to by-pa s the meter, change some of the 
wiring, make various outlets. The very 
necessary elements or coils were obtained 
with some difficulty on the black market. 
Then all kinds of electrical equipment began 
to appear. The most common were oven:>, 
hot plates, stingers (coils wrapped around 
a piece of bamboo for heating water l . 
cigarette light·~ rs, etc. In our room we had 
an oven. \\7hen not in use we covered it 
with a piece of drapery material so that it 
looked like a seat-and passed as such. 

W E were never sure of the guards in the 
various camps. They did not manhandle 

us as did the military police-and, by the 
way, you can b-~lieve all the stories you hear 
of the mistreatment of military prisoners­
but they were mean and petty and went out 
of their way to persecute us in different 
ways. They would make rules and regu­
lations which had no other purpos·~ than to 
make the men rebel, so they would haw 
further cause for punishment. 

B UT during the last eight months of the 
war we were treated very well by the 

guards. Just prior to that time \Ye had 
quit·~ a bit of trouble in camp. There were 
twelve or fourteen guards; half of whom 
were on duty each day. These two groups 
were always quarreling. Those on duty one 
day wo t! ld make regulations which those on 
duty the next day would counteract. Th en 
on·~ day one of the groups decided to play 
the black marke . They made arrangc::1e!1,s 
to get 250 pounds of sugar. When th e other 

group found it out, another squabble be­
tween the two g roups took place. The 
matter was brought to the at tention of the 
higher autho r ities in the city; the whole 
situation examined fu r ther ; and , finally, 
about the fi r st of December, all the guards 
were dismissed a nd a whole new set came in . 

T HE new head g ua rd was ve ry fai r . As 
soon as he came into camp he gave in­

st r uctions that no g uard could give any 
order to any internee except through him. 
Guards could no longe r make rules or g ive 
punishments. The re were no communi­
cations between guards and internees, ex­
cept th rough the head guard. That made 
it much better fo r us. We were very grate­
ful that we got a man who was fai r , es­
p·~cia lly at the end, when our phys ica l en­
durance was very low. The guard who was 
second in author ity was a lso very fai r in 
his dealings with us. He had a cer tain sense 
of American humor which we never f ound 
in the Japs. 

B CT just at this time the food was the 
worst it ever was. The t·e were 164 mzn. 

Thirty-five pounds of some dry ce real, 
beans or rice, or a combinat ion of the two, 
was given us each day. This had to do fo r 
three meals. 

D UE to the effo r ts of Fat her Page, a 
member of the Ft·~nch Foreign Mi ss ion­

ary Society, we were able to say Mass 
during our internment. When thi s noble 
priest heard that there were priests a mong 
the prisoners h·~ immediately obta ined per­
mission from the authorities to send us the 
things necessary for Mass. His interest in 
our welfare never slackened during the long 
course of the war. Mon th ly his fa ithf ul 
Japanese cat-zchist would appea r at camp 
with wine and hosts. The guards, after in­
specting them, would pass them on. Al­
though Father Page neve r came to camp, 
we saw him twice . It was a sad day for U l'; 

when the rumor of his death was confi r med 
by an official report. He was ki ll·2d on Jun e 
5, 19-15, when three hundred B29's ra ided 
Kobe. Father Page had served the missions 
)f Japan well and long-55 yea rs. 

T HE greatest day was August 15. When 
word of peace came over the mdio t he 

m~n-~yes fill ed with tears of which t hey 
were unashamed- went from one to the 
other with congratulations on their li ps, but 
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hard ly daring to believe it really was all 
over. 

E were rescu·~d on September 8 by 
Rescue Squad "!\o . .J.7. That morning 

Lieutenant Wolf came into our camp with 
s·~veral nurses, a doctor, and four or five 
soldi ers. Their work was to check on our 
health and get us out of camp as soon as 
possible. By 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon 
we were on our way to Yokahoma. 

A T Yokahoma we had a real thrill. The 
8th Army band came out to meet us, 

playing "California, Here I Come." They 
continued playing various pieces that we 
hadn't heard for years. We were thrilled to 
the core. The men received us with open 
arms. We could get anything we wanted 
at any tim-~-day or night. They treated us 
like princes. We owe them a great deal. 

W E also owe a great deal to the 29th Re-
placement Camp in Manila. They de­

prived themselves of many things so that 
we might have them. For months the e men 
had been put on small rations of beer so 
we could have it when we got there. The 
same was true of candy, coca cola, etc. The 
fact that we picked up so rapidly was due 
to the food we received after our release . 
All the prisoners gained a pound a day for 
the first two weeks. 

W E were taken from Yokahoma to Manila 
by plane, stopping on Okinawa. Then 

we took the Admiral Hughes to Seattle. 

A FTER Father's talk he spent some time going 
over our Catechetical display, making notes 

of new materials, and talking over methods with 
Catechist Hall, our Catechetical teacher. 

''Y OU know, Catechists," he said, "a ver.v im-
portant part of our work in Guam is the 

catechetical instruction of young and old ." 

A ND this after more than three years and eight 
month in a Japanese internment camp! On·:? 

might think that enough sacrifice for a while. 
Yet what else would one expect from a Capuchin 
whose very way of life is that of mortification, e ~elf-den.ial .and penance--~\'hose o~·~ great, bur~­
mg des1re 1s to resemble 111 all thmgs the Cruel­
fled God whom he serves? He knows the insati­
able thirst of the dying Christ for the souls of 
men, and the Capuchins who have been returned 
from Japan will-like all their confreres--con­
tii1Ue to give Him the souls for which he yearns; 
for the Capuchin way of life must needs dra"· 
from the Heart of Christ those graces so neces­
sary in the work for souls. 

Jawtal '!J, 1946 

''Gee, Ca techis t, your dress is pretty !" 

A DRESS FOR MOTHE R ? 

It was a warm day and F ermin was seeing 
me without a mantle for the first t ime. 

"Gee, Catechist, you r dress is pretty !" 

"Do you think so?" I remarked to t he 
smiling seven-year-old. 

"And you keep it so clean," he cont inued. 

"Except where little boys touch it wit h their 
feet," I replied, with a smile, fo r I taught in a 
small room which was always crowded. 

"That part is dirty because we make i t 
dirty," said Fermin, as he stooped to brush t he 
dust from my habit. 

About three weeks later , Fermin pressed 
close to me and took my cincture in h is hands. 
Again, he exclaimed, 

"Gee, Catechist, your dress is pretty! Do 
you know what I am going to do when I get 
big'? I am going to work and get money and 
buy cloth for my mother so that she can make 
herself a pretty dress just like yours. I think 
my mother would look more pretty in a dress 
just like yours!" 

Catechist M. Martinez 
Greeley, Colorado. 

15 



Dcm· Loyal H elpers: 

VACATION days, which brought visits to the 
crib erected in church, Christma program , 

and tin e)-trimmed trees weighted down with 
packages, are over for another stretch. Wearing 
solemn faces you've had to put on your think­
ing-caps, grab your school books and trudge 
to the nearest school. 

SPEAKING of thinking-caps, I hope you think 
once in a while not because you have to in 

order to make your grades but because you like 
to. I'm going to ask you to think about orne­
thing this very afternoon. So sit down and 
tretch out your feet on the nearest stool. Are 

you comfortabJ..~~ Here goes. You've seen all 
kinds of "kids" at your school. Some you like 
very much, and some you l!ke le s. (But we 
must love ali of them you know, becau e Chri t 
commanded it.) Why do you like some of your 
companions at school more than others? What 
makes them stand "head and shoulders" over th·..'! 
rest? What have they got that the rest haven't? 
When you say to yourself, "he's a swell guy" or 
"she has the real stuff," just what do you mean? 
How would you analyze it? 

1 WOULD !_ike each one of you to write me a 
letter, telhng me what, in your opinion, goe 

to make up real Catholic leader hip. De cribe 
a good Catholic leader--<>ne you've seen at schcol 
or your idea of one. How doe he or she act in 
church, in class, at chool game , at ocial affair 
on the way home from school, towards teachers: 
parents, classmates? 
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T O THE Loyal Helper who wr ites the best 
letter on this subject, I offer as prize a 

beautiful blue and white enamel Loyal H elper 
pin. To all others who fl·y, I shall give hon­
orable mention by listing their names on these 
page. 

SUNSHI E SECRETARY 

I~TRODUCING-
NEW JUN IOR HELPERS 

Loi Demler, Oshkosh, Wis., 8th grade. 
P hyllis Fenzl, Oshkosh, Wis., 8th g rade. 
Imogene Hall, Owensboro, Ky., 11th grade. 
Mary Nell Hayden, Owensboro, Ky., 11th grade. 
Alice Kuntz, Toledo, Ohio, Cadet Nurse. 
Elizabeth Lynch, For t Wayne, Ind., 11th grade. 
Patricia :Martin, Oshkosh, Wis. , 8th g rade. 
Mary Alma Mattingly, Louisville, Ky., 11th grade 
Joann Mauritz, Oshkosh, Wis., 8th grade. 
Loraine Noll, Neill ville, Wis. , 11th grade. 
Jean Marie Nye, T iff in, Ohio, 9th grade. 
Sylvia Paulick, Oshkosh, Wis., 8th g rade. 
Mary I. Que nell, West Allis, Wis., 8th grade. 
Celesta Recker, Ottawa, Ohio, 11th grade. 
_fargaret Roeger, Fort Wayne, Ind., lOth grade. 
Dorothy Rosswurm, New Haven, Ind., 11th grade 
Loi Ann Ro swurm, New Haven, Ind., 9th grade 
Mary Ellen Sanders, Hamilton, Ohio, 9th grade. 
Elmer Schaffner, Jr., Louisville, Ky. , 12th grade 
Julienne Schmidt, Ft. Recovery, 0 ., 9th grai:le 
Aargaret Schroeder, Ottawa, Ohio, 9th grade. 
Joanne Schroeder, Ottawa, Ohio, 8th grade. 
Evelyn Seitz, Norwalk, Ohio, lOth grade. 
Dorothy Siefker, Ottawa, Ohio, 9th grade. 

AM,..~n lA> p uule. Candy, oxfords, harmonica, tennis ohoeo to 
>I ch t. bueball bat, necktlu, cornet, llold clal8ea, football , t;ain 

Th~ MiuioM.f11 Ca,t~eh.ilt 



f:oyal Jfe/pers 

OUR JANUARY PUZZLE 

Jackie is very happy with the 
new scooter and many other 
gifts he receiYed for Christmas. 
See if you can guess what some 
of them are. Answers are to be 
found on the opposite page. 

Of course we do not expect our 
"little" Helpers (those 12 years 
old and under ) to write u the 
letter mentioned in the first col­
umn. Instead we offer them 
this puzzle to work. We hope 
they enjoy the task. 

This qunrh•t live in Br(.·t..~e. Ill . 1'ht•ir nnmt>~ are Monica. Cdiu. 
Clara and Helen. They ne,•er miss a chance of telling ''isitors 

to 1heir home about the poor children in the mission.s. Usually 
it me:tns a few pennie8 added to their Sunshine Baa-. 

JaiiiWI"lj. 1fl46 

AS Q lET AS MICE 

D ONALD RENIER, Los Angeles, California, 
Michael Baltes, Springfield, Illinois, Robert 

Zurinckas and Joseph Ghusn, both of Danbury, 
Connecticut, beat the girls filling their red socks 
with dimes for our missions. We are very grate­
fu l to them for their promptness. But boy-like 
they are so shy there wasn't a squeak out of any 
of them when they returned their socks to us. 
We are sure they could have written some in­
ter·2sting thing ' about their cities, states, schools, 
families, etc., if they had tried. May we look 
for a letter next time, boys? 

THE ''POWER" HOUSE ON STANSBURY 
STREET 

WE THINK you'll agree that Mark Power of 
Detroit, Michigan, has salesmanship ab ili ty. 

He had a Hallowe'en party for the boys belong­
ing to his club, and, then, before this fearful 
looking "gang," false faces and all , he read a let­
ter which I, your Sunshine Secretary, had writ­
ten him, asking if he would fill a little red sock 
for Christmas. All the boys were impressed and 
agreed to fill a sock, too. Mark has an aunt who 
is Catechi::;t Gogin-one of our Missionary Cate­
chists. 
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)-{orne Visiting 
by Catechist Dorothy Schneider 

H OME visiting in rural districts had to be 
practically discontinued during the war on 

account of the ga oline shortage. We have never 
doubted the need of systematized visiting at 
regular intervals, but its importance has been 
impressed upon us anew as such visiting once 
more becomes a part of our regular routine. 

A FEW weeks 1\go the Pastor of one of the 
adjoining parishes asked us to take a census 

of his district. To obtain a complete, up-to-date 
record of every family requires time, but it af­
f0rds a splendid opportunity not only for con­
tacting fallen away Catholics and families remiss 
in fulfilling their religiou obligations, but also 
for giving encouragement, con olation, and ad­
vice where it is needed. It also enables u to 
refer special problems to the Pastor, and to se­
cure reliable information for future follow-up 
work. 

Q UR usual objective in making home visit , 
however, is to become better acquainted with 

the parents of the children attending our cia es. 
As teachers of religion, we are interested in the 
sources from which the children are drawing 
their moral ideas. Environment plays an im­
portant part in the formation of the child' 
character. The effect of good example cannot 
be overestimated. The regular attendance of 
the parents at Sunday Mass, their frequent re­
ception of the sacraments, their attitude toward 
family prayer, the interest they take in the re­
ligious instruction of their children, all have 
a distinct and lasting influence on the spiritual 
life of the child. Principles of good conduct 
and right living rt:adily learned during the re­
ligion period may be just as readily unlearned 
in the ir religious atmosphere of the home, for 
while the influence of the religion class on the 
moral and spiritual life of the child may be 
great, that of the home is far greater. 

A LTHOUGH children are constantly reminded 
of their obligation to respect and obey their 

parents, parents are all too seldom impres ed 
with the importance of their role in forming the 
characters of their children. Therefore a nec­
essary part of our missionary program is fre­
quent visiting of the homes in order that we 
may encourage regular attendance at Sunday 
Mass, frequent reception of the sacraments, and 
family prayer. We also urge the parent to 
supervise the children's reading, to make sure 
that they attend only those movies that are 
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suitable for their yea rs, and to see that they 
attend religious instruction regularly. 

C ONTACT with life in the home also prepares 
u for our work in the classroom, insofar 

as it makes us more aware of the problems and 
temptations the children may have to meet. Fore­
warned i forearmed! Furthermore, it enables 
u to judge more accurately the progress we may 
expect from each child. The other day, for in­
stance, the mother of one of the little girls in 
the prayer class said, 

"WHAT shall I do? Jeanne wants me to 
teach her her prayers, but I do not know 

t"1em in English, neither can I read it. In 
Portugese I could teach her-but not in English." 

Q BVIOUSLY Jeanne wi ll require more help in 
cia s than a child whose mother and dad were 

educated in this country. 

T OO MUCH emphasis cannot be placed on home 
vi iting. It is an important phase of our 

work and bears much fruit, directly and in­
directly. 
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ffiission Intention for JanuarB 
by the Rt. R ev. Msgr. T. J. McDonnelL 

PEACE IN THE ORIENT 

A S ONE views the trend of events during the 
past yea r , he appreciates anew the world-em­

bracing interest and concern of the Holy See for 
all peoples for whom the Blood of the Redeemer 
was shed. As a case in point, Jet us consider 
t he Miss ion In tentions for the past twelve 
months. Without exception they were devoted 
to the different phases of the apostolate among 
Lc Mohammedans. Certainly recent develop­
ments in the world of Islam, its nationalistic 
aspirations, its extended territorial claims, all 
prove t he wisdom and far-sightedness of the 
Holy See in this regard. 

N OW, as the New Yeat· dawns, a call goes 
fo rth f rom Christ's Vicar for ren·~wed in­

terest in "peace in the Orient." The most 
casual perusal of today's headlines gives ample 
proof that this is a most timely subject for 
prayerful intercession, for actually the signing 
of the peace treaty s·~ems to have unlocked a 
new P andora's box of unrest, intrigue and up­
heaval in the Far East. As one student of 
oriental affairs stated recently: "By signing the 
treaty Japan insur ed the continuation of her 
policies h~cause she was certain that th e seed 
planted by her 'Asia for Asiatics' program would 
eventually be3r abund3nt f n :it." 

Th e Uuknown Fac tor 

U TDOUBTEDLY Russia occupied little or no 
place in Japan's "Greater East Asia Co­

Prosperity Sphere," but ubsequent events proved 
that the enigmatic Kremlin was poised and ready 
to use that plan as a springboard for enlarged 
activity. For more than three years after our 
entry in to the Pacific War, Russ ia maintained 

str:ct neutrality in r·~gard to J apan. However, 
she had not been idle in the interim. Her 
s ~ r ongholds in :M,:ongolia were enlarged, and, 
when the tide of battle turned, her troops were 
tramping across Manchukuo and racing down the 
Kor·~ :.m peninsula, to which she had long cast 
envious eyes for ports other than ice-locked 
\ ladivostok. 

jT JS now possible also to launch new and more 
vigorous demands upon China. Yenan no long­

er r emains the stronghold of communism as the 
pr esent clashes indicate. Not only is the Krem­
lin demanding a controlling hand in shaping 
the destinies of post-war Nippon but would sr·Jm 
desi rous of transforming China into another 
of the republics of the Soviet Union. 

jN SOUTHEASTERN Asia, including Indo-
China, Burma, India, Malaya, the seeds of the 

"Asia for Asiatics" are developing into veritable 
grapes of wrath, which threaten to have s2rious 
results upon post-war mission work. Unrest, 
uprising and bloodshed mark the dawn of peace 
in these densely populated countries. In addi­
t ion, the call for a "holy war" is once more 
echoing through the Mosl·~m ranks with the 
same clari ty it sounded thirteen centuries a~.ro. 1 

p ERHAPS in t he ways of Divine Providen~e, 
t hesc events will eventually prove boomer­

angs, reacting in a totally different manner from 
which they were intended. P erhaps, a lso, they 
may presage a new era in Church his tory, which, 
opening in turmoil, may close in tranquility and 
order . However, to insure this latter r esult, the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith t'rges 
the faithful of t he United States to unite with 
the Holy See in praying for "peace in the Ori­
ent." 
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