


October 121 1946 

Catechist C. Olberding, Superior General, 
Society of Missionary Catechists, 
Our Lady of Victory Convent, 
Huntington, Indiana 

Venerable and Dear Catechist Olberding: 

Most cordial congratulations on the Silver Jubilee of the 
founding of Our Lady of Victory's Missionary Catechists. 

The Diocese of San Diego has every reason to rejoice with 
you and to fervently thank Divine Providence for your 
zealous Society. 

In the wide stretches of desert land of San Bernardino and 
Riverside Counties, as well as through the torrid zones of 
the Imperial Valley, your Missionary Catechists have kept 
the light of the faith burning brightly. Had it not been 
for the self-effacing and fervent apostolate of the 
Missionary Catechists the faith would have been lost to 
countless thousands living 1n the outposts of this jurisdic­
tion. Besides teaching the children to know and love Jesus 
Christ and His Blessed Mother, your Catechists have faith­
fully exemplified the commandment of charity by performing 
the Oorporal Works of Mercy. 

For tens of thousands of poor children you made Christmas 
and Easter joyful realities, and these little ones of Christ 
took to their homes the lessons you taught them and kept 
enshrined in their hearts your inspiring slogan: "A Jesus 
por med1o de Maria". 

Indeed, your achievements cannot be measured by earthly 
standards, nor do we have any way to adequately express our 
appreciation. 

Devotedly 1n the Holy Spirit, 

B1allo~ 
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Smiling throttgh AdversitB 
by Right R ev. MonsignoT 

Lau1·ence Fonistal 

jN the year 1932 two events oc-
cm·red which produced a pro­

found effect on the Catholics of 
the city of Redlands. One was 
the coming of the depression to 
California and the other was the 
coming of the Missionary Cate­
chists of Our Lady of Victory to 
Redlands. 

Right Reverend Monsignor Laurence Forristal. 

In the Eastern states the de­
pression began in the winter of 
1929-1930, but in many parts of 
California it did not make itself 
felt to any appreciable degree 
until two years later. The com­
ing of the Missionary Catechists 
to Redlands in September of 
1932 was a blessing to the whole 
San Bernardino Valley, and the 
blessing was enhanced because 
they arri~ed just in time to 
handle the problems of the de­
pression. Their Order, whose 
name has recently been changed 
to the Missiona1·y Siste1·s of OuT 
Lady of VictoTy, was not estab­
lished primarily to do social 
work, but to teach reli gion in 
districts where large numbers of 
Catholic children cannot attend 
a parochial school. Such dis­
tricts are usually poor, and even 
in normal times have many 
needy families. During the de­
pression the needy famiJi.es be­
came hungry families, threat-
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ened with starvation. Since it is 
impossible for hungry children 
to learn religion, or anything 
else, the Catechists found feed­
ing the hungry to be an essen­
tial by-product of their primary 
work. 

I was pastor of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Redlands, at the time of 
the Catechists' arrival, and so 
was privileged to see them at 
work under the most adverse 
conditions. Two things stand out 
in my memory of the years 
1932 to 1937-the Catechists' 
unshakable faith in Divine 
Providence, which somehow was 
always justified in a striking 
manner, and their ability to keep 
smiling in all circumstances. 

Catechist Mary McConville, 
who is now Sister Frances The­
rese, was Superior of the Red­
lands community. Her faith and 
enthusiasm w e r e infectious. 
When things were at their 
worst, with no relief in sight, 
she would say, "Don't worry, Fa­
ther. We're making a Novena to 
the Little Flower. She will take 
care of everything." And she 
did, though there were times 
when everyone but the Cate­
chists lost hope. 

Once there was a milk bill of 
over seventy dollars.' The poor 
fund was exhausted; the parish 
was barely able to carry its es­
sential burdens. But a visitor 
from New York carne to the 
Rectory with one hundred dol­
lars "to be used for what­
ever you consider most ur­
gent." Other donations carne 
from other quarters, solving 
the problem temporarily from 
month to month. Then the 
Little Flower decided to produce 
a permanent solution. A Mr. 
Theodore Krumm set up a Food 
Store in Redlands for the relief 
of starvation, and for two years 
maintained it at his own ex­
pense. He was not a Catholic, 
but to all the needy of that dis­
trict, without distinction of 
creed, race, or color, he was an 
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angel of mercy. He and the 
Catechists became acquainted al­
most at once, and worked in per­
fect harmony until the worst of 
the depression h a d passed. 
Everyone in Redlands came to 
know the Catechists in those 
years, and there were few who 
did not admire their spirit and 
their work. 

Of course, their primary work, 
the teaching of religion to 
spiritually neglected children, 
was carried on constantly. And 
they had the faculty of spiritual­
izing all their material enter­
prises. There was nothing cold 
or impersonal about their relief 
of distress. If they knew any­
thing about the mechanics of 

Sister France There e, first su­
perior at Redlands. he directed 
the work there from 1932 to 1938. 

modern social service with its 
card indexes and case histories, 
they kept the knowledge care­
fully concealed. The reproach of 
John Boyle O'Reilly, "Organized 
charity chilled and iced, in the 
name of a cold statistical 
Christ," could never be applied 
to their activities. They worked 

hard and constantly, spending 
the greater part of each day 
with the poorest of the poor, and 
there was no trace of condescen­
sion in their attitude even to­
wards those who were ungrate­
ful or who failed to co-operate 
with their efforts. They never 
made a distinction between the 
deserving and the undeserving. 
All were treated as brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

In those days I often wonder­
ed how the Catechists found 
time to eat their meals, let alone 
to cook them. They usually re­
turned from their work in vari­
ous parts of San Bernardino 
Valley around sundown. Then 
they had their formal prayers, 
in addition to the prayers into 
whiah all their works were 
transformed. And I suppose 
they found time to cook and eat, 
since at least some material food 
was needed to support their un­
flagging zeal and enthusiasm. 
But I am certain they had no 
time left for frills or nonessen­
tials, for such things as litera­
ture or the reading of poetry. 
Someone has said it is better to 
live poetry than to read it, or 
even to write it. The Catechists 
were living poetry in those 
year . Only people who had the 
poet's or the saint's vision of 
reality could keep smiling as 
they did through all the difficul­
ties and disappointments of 
theit· work. They had the vision 
and they worked it into a poem 
in the teaching of Christ's little 
ones and the relief of God's 
poor. 

SAN DIEGO NUMBER 

This is ue of our magazine feat­
ures the work of our Sisters in the 
Dioce e of San Diego. The Sis­
ters have convents at Redlands, 
Brawley, Coachella, and Ontario. 
They are teachinl!' in 52 centers 
and have over 8700 children en­
rolled in religion classes. 

The Missiona1·y Catechist 



"Starting out'' from Queen of the Missions convent. The Sisters leave each 
morning at nine-thirty for the day's work in the San Bernardino Valley re-
turning about five-thirty in the evening. ' 

In the San 'Bernardino ValleB 

Q N October 6, 1932, ten Mis-
sionary Catechists (now 

known as Our Lady of Victory 
Missionary Sisters) arrived in 
California to begin their work 
for the salvation of souls in the 
San Bernardino Valley. Their 
convent, w h i c h was called 
"Queen of the Missions," was 
located at Redlands, the central 
point in the district in which the 
Sisters were to begin their 
work. Their field of labor at 
that time consisted of five par­
ishes where they taught religion 
in twenty-two Catechetical cen­
ters. During the first year the 
Sisters enrolled 1500 children in 
their classes. 

At the present time the Sis­
ters are working in fifteen par-
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by Sister Sophia 

ishes, where they have 3744 chil­
dren enrolled in 30 Catechetical 
centers. During the past fifteen 
years, the Sisters have instruct­
ed 162 persons for Baptism, 
6421 for First Communion, 3940 
for Confirmation, and have ar­
ranged for the validation of 235 
marriages. Numbers are always 
cold, yet they will not be so if 
we associate with each of the 
above figures a human being, a 
living, vital personality, a soul 
for which Christ suffered and 
died. 

Catholic youth clubs form an 
important part of our work in· 
the Redlands district. We have 
15 Sodalities of Our Lady with 
287 members; 9 Junior Holy 
Name groups with 127 mem-

bers; and 11 Girl Scout troops 
with 198 members. 

Queen of the Missions con­
vent is a busy mission center 
during the year, but when sum­
mer comes around, it becomes a 
central home for all our Sisters 
working in Southern California. 
The present convent, with its 
twenty-acre orange grove, was 
purchased for us by Our Sunday 
Visitor for this purpose in 1941. 
Here the Sisters assemble for 
retreat, rest, and study, so that 
with the opening of the school 
year they will be prepared 
spiritually, physically, and men­
tally to resume their rather 
arduous labors in the vineyard 
of the Lord. 
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Joe's First Communion 

. by Sister Julia?UL 

J OE wanted to make his First Communion. It 
was time for him to do so, for he was already 

ten years old. But Joe had never had much op­
portunity of attending religion classes, .as hi 
family was one of the thousands that follow the 
seasonal crops. 

Then, too, Joe had a hard time learning and 
remembering the prayers and the catechism les­
sons. Perhaps that was because it was all new 
to him. At any rate he was much concerned 
about whether he would know enough to pass 
the examination for First Communion. 

"Tell Jesus how much you want to receive 
Him, Joe," Sister said one day when he was 
particularly troubled. "Jesus won't let you 
down." 

Joe was delighted with this idea. It seemed 
to give him a confidence he had never before 
had. Now he studied even harder, and he made 
many little sacrifices for Jesus, giving Him the 
little things he could so that Jesus would give 
him the big thing-a sufficient knowledge of the 
catechism- which without supernatural help 
seemed so impossible to Joe. 

At last came the day for the Pastor to ex­
amine the First Communicants. When it came 
Joe's turn to go in, he turned to Sister and said, 
"Keep reminding Jesus not to let me down." 
And the great Lover of little children must have 
given Joe an abundance of help, for in a few 
minutes he was out, his face wreathed in smiles, 
his ticket marked, "O.K." Now Joe was so 
happy he could scarcely wait for the big day. 

Then three days before First Communion, we 
stopped at Joe's home for his baptismal certifi­
cate. His brother, with whom he lived, was not 
at home, and his sister-in-law was unable to find 
the certificate. She was almost certain that Joe 
had been baptized in the parish church, so we 
stopped there on our way home, and Father said 
he would look for it. Saturday evening Father 
called and said the baptismal record was not to 
be found. Sunday morning we .again looked 
through the records, but Joe's name wa not 
there. 

Joe came early, smiling and happy. No one 
was more eager to receive Our Lord than he. 
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" Here it is, Sister ! H t> re it is!" Joe's 
preciou ba ptis ma l ce rtificate arrived 
just in t ime for him to ma rch into church 
with t he ot her children on Firs t Com ­
munion mornin g. 

How could we tell him he would have to wait 
until the certificate could be fou nd? It was a 
hard task, but tell him we must. Poor child ! He 
said nothing, but the tears welled up in his 
eyes and slowly rolled down his cheeks. 

A few moments later I saw his godfather's 
wife. She said that Joe had been bapt ized in 
Bellflower, and that his brother had gone there 
to look for the certificate. With a fervent prayer 
that the certificate would be fo und and the 
brother return with it in time, we proceeded to 
give last minute instructions to the children. It 
wa nearly time for Mass; the children were 
lined up for the procession. Then suddenly I 
heard Joe's voice calling, "Here it is, Sister; 
Looking up, I saw Joe, his tear-stained face 
radiant, the certificate in his hand. J esus had 
not let him down. 

The Missionary Catechist 



OJilitant Catholicism 
by Sister Ma1·ie Celeste 

''WELL, I don't see any other way except that 
Gus conduct the services when you are 

not here," said the superintendent of nurses. We 
said a silent prayer of thanksgiving. Gus had 
a quiet smile on his manly face; this was truly 
the t riumph of his militant Catholicism. 

G US is a patient in the convalescent home for 
crippled children, where we visit weekiy to 

give religious instructions to the Catholic 
patients. He is twenty years old and has been 
a cripple since the age of two. Gus is well in­
structed in his faith and loves all that pertains 
to it. He has a pleasant disposition, and by his 
courteous manner of speaking wins the interest 
and attention of those connected with the home. 
Everyone likes Gus. 

M ANY obstacles have arisen to prevent our 
children from practising their religious 

du ties . In the event that we were delayed or ab­
sent from the Sunday morning instruction 
period, our children were assembled with the 
non-Catholics for the services conducted by 
various Protestant ministers. The superinten­
dent of nurses countenanced this procedure until 
Gus talked to her. 

" N URSE,'' he began, "why do you insist that 
we Catholics attend the Protestant serv­

ices?" 
"We feel that everyone should attend serv­

ices, and you should be broadminded enough to 
attend any church services." 

"But, urse, if you thought it was wrong 
for us to do so you would not want us to do it, 
would you?" 

"Oh no," was her answer. " I am broad­
minded and have attended services a number of 
times in a Catholic Church and felt that I was 
worshipping God." 

"Rightly so, Nurse, because it is the true 
Church, but for us, members of that true 
Church, it is impossible to offer to God the Pro­
testant worship. If during that time, we may 
go to our rooms to say our rosary or study our 
catechism, we will be doing what God expects 
of us." 

THE nurse reminded Gus of the problem of 
supervision. She felt that the Catholics 
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would have to be supervised while t he other 
services were going on, since t here were so many 
of them. The only alternative seemed to be to 
include them in the Protestant assembly. 

Gus tried once more. "Pardon me, Nurse, 
for asking so many questions; but would you 
consider sending t he Protestant children in with 
us when their minister does not come?" 

·'I would not." Her quick and emphatic an­
swer seemed to make her realize the limitations 
to her so-called broadmindedness. Her manner 
was confused. But Gus went on qu ietly and 
determindedly. 

"Neither do we consider it right to go to 
your services," he said, "and we cannot do so. 
May I ask what the non-Catholic children do 
while we are with the Sisters?" 

(Continued on pag~ 18) 

Gus and two of his little friend s at the 
convalescent home for criJ>pled children. 
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And it 

Catne to 

~ass 
by Sister Mary CamiUus, R.N. 

WE began our work in the Im- Our Lady of Guadalupe Clinic, Brawley. 

perial Valley in the Fall of 
1930. Although Brawley was the 
logical center for our convent 
home, it was impossible to rent a 
house there until 1932. Mean­
while the work was carried on 
from Calipatria, where the Sis­
ter" liv"n in a four room annex 
to the Church. In January, 1938, 

the present convent was dedi­
cated by His Excelletlcy, the 
.Most Reverend Charles F. Bud­
dy, Bishop of San Diego. 
WE are now working in five 

parishes where we have 
2000 children enrolled in religion 
classes in eleven teaching cen­
ters. In addition to teaching re-

~ 1oo•le X-ray nit of the Tuberculosis As ociation wa et 
up in our clinic for the benefit of adult and pre- chool 
children. 
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ligion, much time is spent in 
visits to the sick and poor in 
their homes. Due to lack of 
proper sanitation, crowded liv­
ing conditions, and improper 
nourishment, the health problem 
among our people in Brawley 
has always been a serious one. 
Tuberculosis and typhoid fever, 
especially, have been prevalent. 
For years a clinic to help cope 
with this ituation remained a 
dream. Today it is a reality. 
U NDER the inspiration and 

with the financial assistance 
of His Excellency, Bishop Bud­
dy, the Guadalupe Clinic was 
built on our convent grounds. 
The clinic is operated under the 
direction of Reverend Henry 
Janvier, O.M.I., pastor of St. 
Margaret Mary's Church in 
Brawley, who also supervised 
the construction of the building. 
ALTHOUGH the clinic is not 

yet fully equipped, it is 
being used by the County Health 
Doctor· as a well baby clinic and 
vaccination center. Consultation 
and medical treatments are 
being carried on under the direc­
tion of one of Brawley's promi­
nent phy icians. Since the open­
ing of the clinic, approximately 
thirty babie have been exam­
ined and interviewed each 
month. The number of vacci­
nation for black smallpox and 
other contagious diseases has 
reached a total of more than 
two thousand. Routine clinic 
procedure, including physical ex­
aminations, tuberculin tests, and 
throat cultures, is being carried 
out. 

The Missiona1·y Catechist 



HOWEVER, one of the most 
vital problems facing the 

community today is the need of 
adequate medical and hospital 
care of individuals in the lower 
income groups. As a· result of 
this as yet unsolved problem, no 
further reference can be made 
for medical care and treatment. 

MOST of our present work 
with the sick poor is con­

cerned with health teaching. An 
educational program, including 
the showing of health slides, has 
been launched. The purpose of 
this project is : 1st, to increase 
interest in supervised medical 
care; and, 2nd, to improve living 
standards, to counteract disease, 
and to better social conditions. 

NURSI G cribs are loaned to 
newborn babies for a three 

month period, for the purpose of 
protection, comfort, and iso­
lation. 

FROM our dispensary we give 
out cod-liver oil and vitamins 

to supply nutritional deficien­
cies; medications and dressings 
for surface wounds; aids for 
common ailments, such as colds, 
rheumatism, sore throats, and 
conjunctivitis. 

·cOMMUNITY wide infection 
has resulted in Imperial 

County as a result of the high 
percentage of individuals dying 
without medical care or atten­
tion. Guadalupe clinic is co­
operating with the Tuberculosis 
Association in every possible 
way. Two hundred and fifty-six 
adults and pre- chool children 
were X-rayed by this A soci­
ation at the clinic in November, 
operated at \'arious centers and 
1946. The Mobile X-ray Unit of 
the Tuberculosis Association 
schools in the Valley, 'enabling 
all adults and school children 
over twelve years of age to take 
advantage of the check-up. 
Where families had been exposed 

(Continued on Page 17 ) 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe Convent, Brawley. 

Children's mission at St. Margaret Mary's Church, Brawley, 
was preached by Reverend Jose Peno, S.J. 

First, second, and third grade school children, Brawley. Four 
hundred and fifty children from the upper grades also attend 
religion classes on release time in Brawley. 
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~est - And 'l1o 'Rest 
by Sister Rose Mary 

W E understand the predicament of our kind-
hearted friend who owns the large guest 

ranch in Palm Springs. Her generous invitation 
to use the large ranch dining room for religion 
classes for the children of Cahuilla School had 
proved a Godsend. But her guests had protested 
that their rest periods were disturbed. The de­
cision was in favor of rest for them and no rest 
for us. The- difficulty seemed insurmountable 
since the school-is-tocatect- in a desert place. A MENTAL picture of the desert in which the 

Master must have taught, inspired us to 
try a sandy stretch of land nearby. The first 
two classes went well, but one of California's 
infrequent rainfalls changed the dry sand to a 
wet mass. The children came to us on relea ed 
time, and soon another decision was made. "You 
will have to find a more suitable place or the 
children cannot be released," _the_principal told 
us. 
W E knew that the principal was concerned 

about the physical health of the children. 
But picture our concern for their spiritual 
health. 
W E took our problem to our pastor, who dis-

cussed it -with the Altar Society. After a 
few weeks of-deliberation, the final decision wa 
made. A large bus was hired to take the children 
of Cahuilla to the Big Church in the city for 
their instruction periods. Our restless search­
ing had come to a happy end. 
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Sisters drive to Cahuilla school each 
Monday to meet children and accom­
pany them on bus trip to the church in 
town where they have their religion 
class. The children thoroughly enjoy 
the "outing." 

T HE plan is working beautifully. The children 
enjoy the bus ride which is like combining 

an outing with religion. The Sisters accompany 
them as guardians; recently a Sister smilingly 
observed, "We seem to be where we started from 
- No Rest !" 

I mm ac ulate 
Heart of Mary 
ConvE>nt, Ontario. 
The Sif'ters have 
1 flOO children en· 
roll~>d in reli l!ion 
classes in nine 
,..,nt!'rs located in 
<:ve parishes. 

The Missiortat-y Catechist 



Boys and girls of the Firs t Communion class at Indio. Pictured with the class 
are Reverend Richard Maher, Pastor, and Sis ters Elaine and Mary Ahce. 
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Associate Catechists 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY BAND 
(Brooklyn, N. Y.) 

Q UR Brooklyn Associates work for Sister Mary 
Liguori, sister of Cathe'rine Binz. Miss Binz 

organized the Band. 

We can always count on a large check from 
this group of ladies in the month of June. 

There are thirty-four members in the group. 
Last year a member who bad moved to Bo ton, 
Massachusetts, flew by plane to New York in 
order to be present at a monthly meeting. 

ST. SABINA BAND (Chicago Ill.) 

M OST of our Associates in Chicago know Miss 
MaTie Dwyer, Promoter of St. Sabina Band, 

because of her long time association with our 
Missionary Sisters. At Central Committee meet­
ings she is a familiar figure. A more capable 
person to handle all the details connected with a 
big raffle could not be found, and our commun­
ity owes her a great debt of gratitude for her 
untiring labors. 

We salute her and the members of her Band 
and promise a special share in our prayers. 

CHARITINA CLUB II (Paris, Ill.) 

D OWN in central Illinois we have a faithful 
group of Associates known a Charitina Club 

II. Miss Ma1·y C. Gibbons organized them many 
years ago and continues to pre ide over the 
group. 

A series of four euchre parties netted $70 
for us during the past year. Besides this sum, 
the members sent us a check for $20, represent­
ing individual donations for the Missions. 
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ST. KATHERI NE BAND (Chicago, Ill. ) 

T HIS Band, headed by MTs . Kathe1'ine Ham-
mel·, is so eager to make money for our Sis­

ters that the members do not stop their parties 
even in the heat of the summer. A recent letter 
from the Promoter informed us of a Bowman 
Dairy party on the eighth of J uly. 

There are twenty-seven ladies in the Band 
and the members meet twice a month. To lessen 
the labors of the member who entertains, a 
second hostess assists. 

ST. MICHAEL GUILD (Chicago, Ill.) 

D URING the summer, M1·s. Dale B1·yant, Pro­
moter, made a fifty mile detour on a va­

cation trip East, in order to visit us at Victory 
Noll. 

Our As ociates will recall St. Michael's 
Guild is an infant among our Bands, being less 
than a year and a half old. There are twenty­
four members at the present time. We llave re­
ceived sizeable donations every month from the 
group. 

OUR LADY, QUEEN OF ANGELS BAND 
(Los Angeles, Calif.) 

W E do not have to introduce M1·s . C. J. Sauth-
ier, Promoter of one of our Los Angeles, 

California, Bands. Her crocheted bedspread do­
nated for the benefit of our Sisters has made her 
famous in ACM circles. 

Mr . Sauthier claims that Our Blessed 
Mother always sees to it that they have fair 
weather for meeting days no matter how dis­
couraging it may look the day before. Because 
of this, each hostess can count on a large at­
tendance. 

WE appreciate the prompt renewal of your 
subscription to THE MISSIONARY CATE­

CHIST. It means time and money saved for our 
missions. 

The Missionary Catechist 
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of Mary 

MARY'S HOMECOMING 

Her sojourn here on earth was spent 
And now the time had come 
When ang€ls would take Mary up 
To her eternal home. 

The Heavenly Father welcomed her­
This lovely, holy one-
Whom He ordained before all time 
To mother His own Son. 

The Holy Ghost said, "My beloved, 
Thou art all fair to see: 
The stain original ha found 
No 'biding place in thee." 

And Jesus, Her beloved Son, 
Placed on her brow serene 
A diadem, while naming her 
Of men and angels, queen. 

Mary E. Nye, Promoter 
Holy Ghost Band, Elkhart, Ind. 

ST. ANTHONY BAND (Chicago, /U. } 

A FREQUENT and generou contributor is 
J111·s. Agnes A. Beck, Promoter of St. An­

thony Band, in Chicago, Illinois. She is indefati­
gable in her efforts to make new friends for our 
Sisters and to raise money for our work among 
God's poor. It is a source of pecial delight for 
Mrs. Beck to visit Sister Margaret at our East 
Gary Center, her car laden with gifts for the 
Sisters. 

A. C. M. BAND CONTRIBUTIONS 

April 17, 1947, to June 14, 1947, intlusive 

Charitina Club No. 1, Chicago, Katherine 
Hennigan ........................................................ $ 13.00 

Charitina Club, No. 2, Paris, Ill., Mary 
C. Gibbons .................................................... 20.00 

Child Jesus Band, St. Louis, Mo., 
Adelaide FitzPatrick ........... :........................ 20.00 

Christ the King Band, Detroit, Elizabeth 
Bien ................................................................ 43.00 
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Dolores Mission Guild, Chicago, 
Mrs. ,Anna Klingel ........................... .... ......... 5.00 

Holy Family Band, Chicago, Joseph Walz .... 31.00 
Holy Ghost Band, Elkhart, Ind., 

Miss Mary Nye ....................... ..................... 132.00 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Group, Chicago 10.00 
Juanita Club, Chicago, Miss Marie Cummings 50.00 
Les Petites Fleurs Club, Chicago, 

Elsie Jachmann ............................................ 61.00 
Little Flower Mission Circle, Chicago, 

Veronica Foertsch ........................................ 35.00 
Montfort Band, E. St. Louis, Ill., 

Bernice Kinsella ....... ..................................... 7.50 
Mother of Perpetual Help Band, St. Louis, 

Mrs. K. Krueger ............................................ 11.75 
Our Lady of Victory Band, Brooklyn, N. Y., 

Mrs. Rosemary Connor ................................ 75.00 
Our Lady, Queen of Angels Band, Los 

Angeles, Mrs. C. J. Sauthier .................... 20.00 
Poor Souls Band, Berwyn, Ill., 

Mrs. J. V. McGovern ····- -- -·················· ····· 3.50 
Sacred Heart Mission Club, Newark, N. Y. 

Mary Muscolino ............................................ 30.00 
St. Ann Mission Circle, Fort Wayne, 

Anna Brink ........... ......................................... 6.00 
St. Anthony Mission Club, Chicago, 

Mrs. A. F. Beck .............. .............................. 90.00 
St. Bridget Band, Bellevue, Ky., 

Miss Grace Kern ...................................... ...... 5.00 
St. Catherine Band, Los Angeles, 

Mrs. M. McMannamy .................................... 15.00 
St. Cecilia Band, Cleveland, Ohio, Mrs. 

1\1. .Koczan ............... .................... ................... 25.00 
St. Helen Band, Dayton, Ohio, 

Miss Helen Melke ........................................ 7.00 
St. Irene Band, Chicago, Miss May Walsh .... 7.00 
St. Joseph Band, Chicago, 

Miss Anna Knusman ................................ 30.00 
St. Jo eph Mission Club, Baldwinsville, 

N. Y., Marie Williamson ............................ 5.00 
St. Jude Mission Club, Chicago, 

Mrs. C. J. Fiala ... ......................................... 10.00 
St. Justin, Martyr Band, Chicago, 

Mrs. Fred Kiefer ........................................ 19.00 
St. Katherine Band, Chicago, 

Mrs. Katherine Hammer ............................ 60.00 
St. Margaret Mary Band, Omaha, Nebr., 

Mrs. A. Wichert ............................................ 25.00 
St. Mary Sodality Band, Detroit, 

Miss Ann Huhn ............................................ 20.00 
St. Michael Guild, Chicago, 

Mrs. Dale Bryant ........................................ 30.00 
St. Raymond Band, Chicago, 

Mrs. Kathryne Quinlan ................................ 6.75 
Srillians Band, Cincinnati, Ohio, 

Marion Mueller ............................................ 2.00 
Via Matris Band, Chicago, Dorothy O'Brien 35.00 
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DeaT Loyal Helpers: 

II D ING-DONG," rings the 
school bcll just over the 

way. Does it make you glad or 
sad or "mad"? To be sure you 
are glad to increase your store 
of knowledge. You would not 
want to go through life a dunce. 
You are a bit sad remembering 
the carefree summer days when 
you didn't have to study. But­
to be perfectly frank-you did 
your share of work about the 
house or field, too, didn't you? 
It wasn't all play. I hope no one 
is grumpy, though, because that 
only makes things harder. 

Mary-ly yours, 
SUNSHINE SECRETARY 

A HOOSIER HELPER 

Thi will introduce you to Jose­
phine Ann Faurote. Jo ephine is 
14 years old and liYes in Decatur, 
Indiana. 
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Mary's Loyal 
MARILY ' AND T HE 

· 'EGYPTIM~S" 

L OYAL HELPERS meet Mari­
lyn B01nhorst (who writes us 

from Fort Loramie, Ohio ) with 
her little dog, Petsy. 

Our missionary friend is 11 
years old and in grade six in the 
Egypt school. She told her 
teacher, Sister Mary Yvonne, 
about our missiOnary work 
among the Mexicans and other 

. needy children. What do you 

suppose Sister did? She planned 
a race between the boys and 
girls to see who could raise the 
most money for the Missions. 
Marilyn tells us a bit sadly that 
the boys won the race. Besides 
helping the foreign missions, our 
Loyal Helper sent us $5.00, the 
gift of her classmates to Victory 
Noll. 

Do you tell others about the 
work our Missionary Sisters are 
doing for poor people ? 

DO YOU HAVE A SUNSHINE 
BAG ? 

E VERY Loyal Helper should 
have a Sunsh ine B ag in 

which to drop sacrifice pennies 
to help our Sister s in their 
work among the poor children in 
the Miss ion di stri cts of our 
Southwest. Have yo u lost yours 
or misplaced it? If so, let Sun­
shine Secretary know and she 
w ill send yo u a new one. 

We hope to hear f rom all our 
Loyal Helpers during the school 
year. Every penny helps spread 
the k ingdom of the Sacred 
Heart through Ma ry, His dear 
Mothe r . 

Resolve to be loyal to Mar y 
and the Missions. 

A ST. HENRY (0 .) HELPER 

Here you see Madonna Post who 
is a lso 14 years old. She fini shed 
t he eighth g rade a t S t. Wendclin 's 
r ural school in June. Madonna and 
her s ister , Ma ry Alice, are truly 
loyal Helpers. They are proud to 
belong to our Mission Club. 

The Missionary Catechist 



Helpers Pages 

lhis bird Swish-e.r 
and .JwidJ 

Wb i I e. "1t -hum.r 
abd whi.rlJ 

"l.Lrho.r ~·a-
? • 

OUR PUZZLE 
FOR THE 

MONTH 

During the 
summer you 
listened to the 
birds as they 
sang in the tree­
tops or watched 
their swift 
flight. Can you 
tell us the name 
of the smallest 
of birds - the 
bird which 
drinks nectar 
from flowers? 

Send your an­
swer to 

Sunshine 
Secretary 

Victory Noll 
Huntington, 

Ind. 

LETTER OF THE MONTH 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Sisters : 

SUMMER PRAYER 

What fun it is to be a child 
Upon a summer's day! 
0 God, You know what fun it is 
To be a child and play! 

The sky is a blue china bowl, 
And in it the clouds float, 
And one is like a big white Swan 
With a long, curly throat! 

And one is like an old, old Man 
With a grey, ):}~!frd, and there 
Is one just hke a Lady with 
A veil around her hair! 

0 God! What fun it is to lie 
Upon a hill and look 
At pictures in the sky instead 
Of in a silly book! 

0 God! What fun it is to hear 
The daisies talking to 
The wind, as he comes running by, 
And says "how do you do?'~ . . . 

Ft·om "The Child on · His Knees," 
Mary Dixon Thayer. By permission 
of The Macmillan Company, publish­
ers. 

ANSWERS TO THE JUNE 
PUZZLE 

Your prayers for me really were heard because I came out 
first of the girls in our class. I got a nice statue of the Infant 
of Prague for a prize. 

1. The Blessed Trinity 

2. Corpus Christi 

3. Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Today I made a shrine for the Sacred Heart, with flowers 

from our garden, and we will renew the Consecration of our 
family to t he Sacred Heart before it. I also had a May altar 
during May. 

Sincerely, 
Joanne Whitefield 

September, 1947 

4. St. Aloysius 

5. Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

6. St. John the Baptist 

7. St. John Fisher 

15 
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A group of sodalists from the Redlands mi sions. 

~rades. o!le, t~o, and ~hre«: from Ramona school on their way 
for relig1ous mstruct10n m San Hernardino. 

Lined up to salute the flag before class at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church, San Bernardino. 
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.Leisure 

'Gime 

Activites 
by Siste1· Clara 

.1/SISTER," called Elena, all 
out of breath, "remember 

]a t week? Well, I came home 
and found Mother sick in bed, so 
I washed my hands and took 
.care of her just like Mrs. Keith 
told us to!" Elena finished her 
announcement triumphantly, 
amid the evident approval of the 
rest of the group, some of whom 
were just a little envious be­
eause they had not been the 
"lucky" ones to report actual 
experiences. 

MRS. KEITH was the ,runior 
Red Cross instructress who 

had given a number of practical 
instructions on "Home Care of 
•he Sick" to our Girl Scout 
Troop. 

IN another of our large centers 
the girls were working on the 

"Cook" badge. One of the re­
quirements for this badge was 
the careful inspection of labels 
on canned food to determine the 
quality and weight content of 
the can; another was a visit to 
a grocery store in order to com­
pare prices. This proved to be 
quite interesting (and we hope 
helpful ) to the girls, who often 
went to the store for their moth­
ers but who had payed little at­
tention to brands, prices, or 
quantity. 

THESE are only two examples 
of the useful training we are 

trying to give the children by 
means of Scout troops, Junior 
Holy Name Clubs, and Sodali­
ties. In the first instance, the 
girls learned to take care of the 
sick in the home; in the second 
they learned to shop more ef-

The Missiona1·y Catechist 
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Sister Sophia with group of Girl Scouts from Redlands missions. 

ficiently and more economically; and the more respectful atten- gram of home visiting, Our 
.all of which should make them tion shown by that group fol- Lady of Victory Missionary Sis­
better homemakers of the fu- lowing the outing. Away from ters assist the County Nurse in 
ture. the confining discipline of the checking up on the care of these 

jT is surprising, too, what an 
insight into individual prob­

lems one obtains through recre­
ation get-togethers. 

In one of our missions we ac­
companied a bus load of Sodal­
ists and Junior Holy Name boys 
on a trip to the mountains. 
Here in California playing in the 
snow is a treat, and the group 
thoroughly enjoyed the sleigh 
riding, snow-balling, and hiking 
in the mountains. They did full 
justice to the "nose-bag" lunch 
which each one brought along. I 
was amazed at the happier 
spirit, the greater confidence, 

Septernbe1·, 1947 

classroom, the children are more patients. The Sisters have 
natural and are more apt to give found that it is almost impos­
a clue to problems that have sible to keep the other members 
puzzled the religion teacher. of the family from becoming in-

AND IT CAME TO PASS 
(Continued from page 9) 

to the disease, everyone, includ­
ing the smaller children, was 
X-rayed. 

TUBERCULOSIS cases found 
positive had to be cared for 

at home, as the County Sana­
torium, which has room for only 
twenty-two patients, is always 
tilled to capacity. In their pro-

fected when the patient must be 
cared for in the home. 
QUR Lady of Victory Mission-

ary Sisters, themselves ar­
dent lovers of the Mother of 
God, consider it a real privilege 
to work among these poor 
people, ninety-nine percent of 
whom have a vivid faith, pulsing 
with great love of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. They have the as­
surance, too, that whatever they 
do for these least of Christ's 
little ones they do for Him. 
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St. Louis de Montfort, pray for us. 

THE MONTFORT FATHERS 
Bay Shore, New York 

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters 
Victory Noll, 
Huntington, Indiana 

Dear Sisters: 

We wish to offer you our most sincere con­
gratulations on the Silver Jubilee of your found­
ing and to offer our own prayers of heartfelt 
thanks to God and His dear Mother for all that 
you have done to help us spread our Blessed 
Founder's devotion to Mary. It is no· mere coinci­
dence, but a special favor of Divine Providence, 
that the canonization of our Blessed Founder 
and your Silver Jubilee should take place at the 
same time. Your fervent prayers for the can­
onization have been heard by a most loving and 
kind God. 

Please remember us all in your prayers. 

Sincerely your in Our Lady, 

(Rev.) Eugene J. Moynihan, S.M.M. 

I am thine and all I have ~ offer Thee, 0 most 
amiable Jesus, by Mary, Thy Holy Mother. (300 
days Ind.) 

Words often deceive, but deeds show the reality 
of love.-St. Catherine of Siena. 
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MILITANT CATHOLICISM 

(Continued from page 7) 

"Most of them listen to the radio." 

posSIBLY a thought of the type of program 
the children listened to came to the nurse, or 

perhaps the calm insistence of Gus convinced 
her. She made her decision ab ruptly. Gus would 
conduct our clas es when we were unable to be 
present. 

HE i doing splendidly in his apostolate of 
substitute teaching. The children learn their 

prayers and the imple lessons which Gus gives 
them. His open profession of faith encourages 
the younger children to practice their religion. 

WE wish there could be a "Gus" in many of 
the public schools and institutions where the 

faith of our Catholic children is often confused 
and undermined, or entirely lost. 

Our Cover: His Excellency, Most Reverend Charles 
F. Buddy, Bishop of San Diego, and his coat-of-arms. 

Albert Leutenegger, Omaha, Nebr., father of 
Sister Mary Clare. 
Valentine Montoya, Santa Fe, New Mex., father 
of Si ter Anna Rita. 
Genevieve Renkey, Pittsburgh, Pa., sister of 
Si ter Sophia. 
Mrs. Clara Schnedecker, Hokah, Minn., mother 

of Sister Clare Marie 
Rev. Father Alberic, O.C.S.O., Trappist, Ky. 
John Byrne, St. Louis, Mo. 
James Conmey, Chicago, Ill. 
Mr . Frank Friederich, Techny, Ill. 
Mr . Lucy Burlage, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Mrs. Mayme Parrant, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Mrs. !fary Scanlan, Upper Darby, Pa. 
Mrs. Mary Conroy, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Ida Stricker, Hamilton, Ohio. 
Arthur David, Chicago, Ill. 

The Missionary Catechist 



ffiission Intention for September 
MORE MISSIONARY VOCATIONS IN LATIN AMERICA 

by Bishop-Elect Thomas J. McDonnell 

WHEN one remembers that in the first quarter 
of the 18th century the Venerable Anthony 

Margil, O.S.F., crowned his labors by establish­
ing a Missionary College of the Propagation of 
the Faith in the city of Guatamela for the train­
ing of natives to the priesthood, it is dishearten­
ing to realize that today there are but 125 priests 
to care for 3,450,572 Guatamelans, or one priest 
for 27,602 people in that country. This is but 
one concrete example of the retrogression which 
has fallen upon the Church in Latin America 
which has created a problem requiring immedi­
ate action on the part of the Holy See and 
sympathetic understanding on the part of Amer­
ican Catholics. 

WHAT has happened during the past four 
centuries to cause this lamentable state of 

affairs? What transpired during only the Ia t 
two hundred years since Venerable Margil open­
ed the doors of his missionary college in Guata­
mela? Why has there been this falling off in re­
ligious vocations among the young people of 
Latin America, where a magnificent structure 
of Catholicity flourished two centuries before a 
single cathedral was erected in what now con­
stitutes the United States? 

Contributing Causes 

THERE were many contributing causes which 
1 led to the present state of affairs in Latin 

America. First among these may be listed the 
patronage of the Spanish crown, which at times 
attempted to usurp the power of Rome in the 
matter of ecclesiastical appointments and the 
control of church affairs. Second, the rivalry 
between Spain and Portugal, which paved the 
way for conflict between the natives and the 
colonists. Third, the suppression of mission ac­
tivity and the expulsion of the Je uits in the 

18th century. Fourth, the introduction and wide 
adortion of Freemasonry. Finally, the struggle 
for independence in the various states and the 
con equent border warfare between them. 

While the Paraguay Reductions, established 
in 1609, marked the highest form of parochial 
activity, the consequent dearth of priests, be­
cause of reasons given above, weakened the 
whole fabric of the Church's activity in Latin 
America. Today the greatest proof of that de­
bilitation may be found in the weakness of 
parish life. Experienced priests are needed to 
rekindle the dormant flame of the once glorious 
faith that flourished there. 

Today there are some 586 priests and 559 
sisters from America filling out the depleted 
ranks of missionaries working in South America, 
Central America, and the islands of the Carib­
bean. While it is to be hoped that this number 
will be augmented to help fill up the deficiency, 
it is the desire of the Holy See that Latin 
America supply from within her own borders 
the vocations necessary to implant and revivify 
the faith. 

Father Considine in his book, Call jo1· PoTty 
Thousand, assures us that "there is among these 
people a tremendous spirit of solidarity founded 
on the charity of Christ, which has never left 
them even though they are today without priests 
and relig:on." Also, that while "vocations are 
relatively few in all t hese countries, there is a 
depth and beauty in the spiritual life of many." 
These are the hopeful signs in the darkened 
vision of the Church in Latin America, but they 
are the signs which may be definitely high­
lighted in the future if the Catholics of the 
United States will storm heaven for "more mis­
sionary vocations among the people south of our 
borders." 



.,.;. 
Permil8ion Peter Arno 
C The New Yorker 
Maaozine. Inc 

PUZZLE: Station Scene, 1957. Find the man who is getting a 
sfeacly income From U. S. Savings Soncls. He was 
smart enough to start buying, bade in 1947. 

Of all the w ays of saving up a tidy sum of 
money, one of the easiest and safest ways 
is to invest your money in U. S. Bonds. 

You can buy Bonds either through the Pay­
roll Savings Plan at your place of business­
or if the Payroll Plan is not available to you, 

but you do have a checking account, through 
the Bond-a-Month Plan at your l9cal bank. 

Both ways repay you $4 for every $3 you 
save, by the time your Bonds mature. Choose 
the sum you can afford-and start saving 
today! 

Save the f!!!!Y, automatic way 
- with U.S. Savings Bonds 

Contributed by this maga::.ine in co-operation 

with the .\fal{a::.ine Publishers of America as a public senice. 


