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LOCATIO.-

\'i<:tory . ·oil" 
Fort \rayne 
Go,;hen 
8outh Bend 
Ea,;t Gary 
Gary 
San Pierre 

COLORADO 

Bl"ighton 
D·~m·er 

Greeley 

L'T.-Hf 

Ogden 
Salt Lake City 

~EYADA 

Ely 
Elku 
\\'innemtH.:ca 

CALIFOR~I:\ 

}l!SSIO~S 
ATTE~DED 

I 
1 

2 
3 
1 

1 I 

5 .., 
•) 

16 

7 
15 

5 
13 
16 

Lo,; Dano,; 1-1 
:\Ionterey 25 
Tulare :n 
Santa Paula 9 
~an Fernando 3 
San Pedro 22 
Lo,; .~ngele,;-Jnfant of 

Prag-ue ConYent ;) 
l.o,; Angeles-San Basilio 

Com·ent 6 
:\zu,;a 22 
Ontar:o 21 
P.ec'land,; 2::1 
San Di e,!.!o'~ ':' 

"'other House and :\o,·itiatt>. 
Clinic. 

CHILDRE~ 
E~ROLLED 

166 
6~1 

-189 
2:3c 
-157 
256 
711'\ 

77< 
6:32 

1 OOti 

263 
:362 
2, 9 

172:1 
1537 
1657 
1-195 
101 
:~271 

166-1 

151-1 
3155 
1 :~-1 

3!"111 

LOCATIO~ 

Coathella 
Brawley 

Ait!ZO~A 

Fla!!,;tafF ¢ ~ 

. anta Fe*$* 
La,.: \"e)!a,; 

TEXAS 

El Paso 
Lubbock 
Dig , prings 
~an Angelo 
San Antonio 

ALABA~IA 

GroYe Hill 

KE~TL'CKY 

Ilichmond 

~EW .JER. EY 

~liddle,;ex 

OHIO 

Paulding 

~IICHIGA~ 

Detroit 
Ida 

TOTAL 

:\IISSIO~S 
ATTE!\'DED 

11 
11 

10 

10 
17 
7 

10 
7 

.J 

11 

..J 

6 

1-12 

CHI LDRE::-.J 
E~ P.OLLED 

11n 
1 !l!l I 

627 

-IO!'l-1 
11 !)~ 

:wn 
1:W!l 
100R 
715 

1nG 

257 

R15 

50,tl {i!) 

Confraternit) work. 'isten; in these center, ar ~ t>ngaged in the " ork of th e Confra te rnity of 
Christian Doctrine throughout the diocest>. The\ spt>nd two. four. s ix \\ eeks. or longer , in the 
,·arious missions each year, teaching the childrt>n and training lay Confraterni ty teachers to ins truct 
tht>m during tht' ab ... cnce of the Sister,.,. 

See Map on Pages 10 and 11 for I ocation of our Convents. 
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Islands of ChristianittJ 
by Sistu Jf iriam 

[ XClTING news brought the mothers' club to 
a prompt assembly one evening in min-Sep­

tember. Two gi rls of the parish, who had fin­
ished high school in Jun· ... , were prepa ring to 
enter the conYent, one at Victory Noll, t he other 
at a Cm·meli te monastery. The latter was a 
younger sister of Mrs. Martin, a club member, 
who was now the center of interested questions. 

·•Js your sister really going to be a Carmelite?" 

"What does Stella want to be a Carmelite for?" 

' ' \l'lhy doesn't she go to Victory Noll like her 
fr iend Margie?" 

M RS. MARTIN was vain ly attempting to hear 
and weigh the various que tions, when the 

Sister moderator an ived to begin the meeting. 
"I'm going to let Sister answer your que::-tions 
as soon as we pray," said Mr". Martin, with a 
look of r elief. 

' ' I EXPECTED the · ubject of vocations to 
come up this evening and have planned our 

discuss ion accordingly," remarked Sister, after 
she had heard a resume of t he questions which 
lwd been asked ~11" . Martin . 

'' I 'D like, first of all, to point out a few word~ 
1 from the Our Fatl1er, which we have just 

said: 'Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.' We know that hosts of angels in heaven 
are wholly devoted to the adoration of God, while 
othe1· members of the heavenly choirs are com­
missioned to guard us here below and to catT\' 
out God's bidding as messengers. So there w~ 
have a good example of the contemplative and 

active callings, in addition to the Martha and 
::\fa ry incident in which Our Lord Himself said, 
'Mary has chosen the bette r part.' 

' ' IT is often hard, even for good Catholics, who 
appreci.ate the value of prayer, to understand 

,,·hy contemplatives shut themselves up in the 
cloister, when the need for missionaries and 
other active workers is so great. But we can 
tell you many cases in ou r mission work when 
someone's hidden prayer saved the sou ls we were 
t rying to bring to God. Missionary bishops 
will tell yo u t hat they want a contemplative com­
munity to provide the piritual foTce for their 
active workers. 

'' IT is not that active religious are not spir-
itual o1· do not pray, but in thei1· busy lives 

of teaching, traveling, nursing, and so on, they 
do not find enough time to g ive to God t he un­
diYided attention they would like to give. Being 
human, they cannot equal the guardian angels, 
who always 'see the face of My Father Who is 
;n heaven.'" 

''W ELL, Sister," sa id an eager listener, " I 've 
come to realize the need of cloistered 

religious, but what I can't see is a peppy g irl 
like Stella leading that kind of li f-e. I t hink a 
more flUiet type would be better suited to con­
t t mplative life ." 

''A QU IET demeanor is by no means a s ign 
of a religious vocation , nor of aptitude for 

contemplatiye rather than active life," replied 

(Continued on page 18} 
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"~/Le r -
• ;Jfclrvesf ,.-)reut, lS 

fJ3 11 f tfw -L1
obOI'CI'S ore 1 II r- CIP r~,L x, 2 

by the Jfost Rererend John F. :Voll, D.D. 

Hi. Excellency, the i\lo ·t He,·erend John F. Noll, D.D., Bishop 
of Fort Wayne. 

N OTHING else points so clearly to the growth 
and vigor of the Catholic Church in the 

United States a the loud clamor which goe · out 
from two hundred religious communities for 
more Sister to strengthen their existing school 
and to staff new schools and hospitals and char­
itable institutions. Unfortunately the call is 
either not heard or not heeded. 

What may be the cause? Of course, there are 
many, but chief among them are: 

( 1> The attraction of the dollar which. until 
recent years, was never dangled before the eyes 
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of the high school girl. When there is fu ll em­
ployment, by which is meant a job not only for 
Dad, but for Mother ~lnd every boy and gi rl out 
of high ·chool, there is a disposition on the part 
of the girl to defer or procrastinate her entr-ance 
into religion. On the part of the parents there 
is the di · position to urge the daughter to wait 
a year or two, so that she may help with the 
cost of operating the home. 

During the war parents did not want their 
daughter to leave home while their son was in 
the army, usually thousands of miles awHy from 
hi' family. 

The Missionar!J Catechist 



( 2) Then, sadly, there is another reason, and 
it is the influence of the secula r spirit in the 
whole hou sehold . During her high school days 
the parents tried to get out of Mary's mind the 
thought of entering the com·ent by arranging 
dat·~s for her, by leading her to believe that she 
\\'aS thi nking of taking a rather extraordinary 
step. ln stead of regarding t he thought in Mary's 
mind as coming from God; inst ead of regarding 
themselves as highly favored by God by the 
issuance of a call to Ma ry to become His own 
spouse and to serve Him professedly, the par­
ents blamed the Sisters in the school for coax­
ing Mary to do what she would not t-hink of 
doing of her own impulse. 

1 T is difficult to understand why those parents, 
who are not conspicuous themselves fo r their 

spirituality, should oppose a 1·elig ious vocation 
in these days when nearly every other marriage 
either goes on the rocks or results unhappily even 
though t he divorce court is not approached. 

p ARENTS, as well as their children, are prone 
to regard pleasure and fun a' happiness. when 

t hey, at heart, certainly know that it is not. 
Pleasure is on the outside, while happiness is 
on the inside. The former is intermit tent and 
transient, while the latter is continuous and 
permanent. Th e former is of the body, and the 
latter is of t he soul. 

It is too bad that in our day so man ~· people 
never experience the genuine happiness and in­
tel'ior joy which result from an intimate union 
between the soul and God. 

T HE same parents who would encourage their 
daug-hter to become a lay school teacher or 

nu rse would di scourage her from becoming a 
nurs·~ or school teacher as a member of a reli­
g ious community. The average lay nurse renders 
ser vice wor th while in itself, but usually with 
no other actuating motive than to ea rn a liveli­
hood through her profession. It is the same with 
the ;;chool teacher, " ·ho is occupied all day long 
with inst ructions on matters r elating ent irely 
to thi s world. If she were teaching in a paro­
ehial ~:;c hool, she would, of course, instruct on 
t he ~:;a rne subjects, but, in addition , would be 
teaching the chi ld of God all that it is capable of 
!mowing about God, His way of ~:;alvation, and 
t he manner by which it is attained. 

The Sister r ecei\'es a great deal of joy from 
the rea li zation of the fact that she is holding up 
to the child t he highest ideals and receiYing an 
eager response. 

T HE N how grand must be the work of going 
about from house to house in mission terri-
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to ry, looking for children whose relig ious in­
struction has been neglected at home and who, 
living too remote from parochial schools to at­
tend one, Jack all relig ious knowledge'! 

Q UR Lady of Victory Missiona ry Sisters, 
under whose ausp ices thi s magazine is pub­

lished, combine social service work with religi­
ous instruction of those who are spiritually un­
derpriYileged. 

In tneir ;;ocial se rvice work t he Sisters meet 
many parents who, because of misunderstand­
ing, neglect, indifference, irrelig ion, or broken 
homes, are fai ling in their primary duty of 
properly rea1·ing their children. The Sisters 
lend \\'hatever assistance t hey can to such fam­
ili es and often see t heir efforts rewarded by the 
rehabilitation of the fa mily, by the return to the 
Church of persons who ha\'e not attended Mass 
for ~·ears, and by see ing the children of such 
homes at religious instructions with g reat 
J·egulari ty . 

BISHOPS from all parts of the United States, 
and more particula rly f rom the West, the 

So:1th. and the Middle West, a re appealing to the 
Victory :\oil Sisters to come and take charge of 
a fie ld which seems to be neglected, becau se of 
the ab:-;t:'l1ce of paroch ial schools and of r es ident 
pa,.;tor,;. 

WE \\'i sh you could visit some of t hose Sister ;; 
who are no\\' ti lling s imilar fi elds, a nd ob­

se rYe how exuberant is t he joy in their hearts 
occasioned by the harvest which they reap. 
That ha rvest is g reat, but the laborers are too 
few. Hence the Victory Noll Sisters are call ing 
to Catholic girls throughout the nation to join 
them in the practice of the spiritual and corporal 
\\'Orks of me1·cy in the Home Miss ion field. 

They are also ca lling those g irls who prefer 
the work of the class room, hospital, orphanage, 
homes for the aged, or other institutions, to seek 
ad mission to the communi ty of their choice with­
out delay. 

1 F you, the reader, have been thinkin g of the 
religious life, "pray t he Lord of the harvest" 

to let you know whether He is calling you by 
name. 

OUR COVER 

His Excellency, Bis hop Noll, holds Sacred Host as 
Sister Doris, of Detroit, Michigan , pronoun ces her 
first ,·ows in chapel at Victory Noll. Assisting t he 
Bishop at the ceremonies of profession was the 
Reverend Thomas E. Dillon, Pastor of St. Mary's 
Church, Huntington. 
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A 'Dag with a 'novice 
by Sister Eunice 

B RRR! Brrrr! Brrrrrr! relentlessly ring~ the 
electric bell through the corridors of Victory 

N oil, announcing to all that it is 5:15 and the 
rising hour for the community. 

S ISTER Patricia Jane is on her feet before the 
bell ceases to sound. She knows from ex­

perience that otherwise the next bell, calling all 
to the chapel, will find her in the same place 
and state, for nothing short of the loud clamor 
of the electric bell will rouse her from her peace­
ful, if all too hort Jeep. 

II A LL for Jesu through Mary," leepily re-
sponds Si ter to the noisy bell, while he 

feel mechanically for the holy water font. She 
begins dressing quickly, meanwhile resolving 
·uch important problems as what day it is, what 
i · >;cheduled for the day, and, after dashing cold 
water on her face, eventually getting to what 
should have been her first thought-the subject 
of the morning's meditation. 

B Y the time the 5:40 bell ring , Sister Pat-
ricia Jane is ready to leave for chapel, her 

habit and veil ju't o, her bed neatly made, her 
window shade adjusted to the exact center of 
the window. She ha solved a ll her problems­
which after all tied in with one another-for th 
day, which proved to be Tuesday, was not im­
portant, but the date was, for it wa the twenty­
fifth of the month and on that date the com­
munity held special devotions in honor of the 
Incarnation of our Lord and the Annunciation 
of our Blessed Mother, and today Sister Patricia 
Jane would be one of the four Novices who would 
carry the statue of our Lady of Victory in the 
procession. 

T HE thought of the devotions recalled our 
Blessed Mother' words, "Be it done unto me 

according to Thy word," which Sister had cho en 
for her piritual bouquet for the day, and these 
words in turn suggested the point of the medita­
tion-the loving acceptance of t he will of God in 
the events of daily life. 

A T last fully awake, and quite capable of a 
human act, as explained by Father Ambrose 

in his class on morals, Sister leaves for chapel. 
~he would like to run down the teps and over 
to the chapel, but he knows this would not meet 
the requirements of religious decorum, o he 
restrain the impulse, and quietly joins her i -
ter Novices as they go sedately, neither too fa t 
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nor too slow, to the chapel. As she enters the 
main building and sees the professed Siste t·s 
comin~ down the corridor f rom the east, moving 

ilently along, heads high, eyes downcast, their 
whole demeanor expt·es: ive of deep recollect ion, 

ister Patricia Jane is glad she stifl ed all im­
pulse to undue haste, and instead followed the 
example of het· siste r Novices who were not go­
ing to carry the statue t hat day and so were not 
quite o buoyant as she. 

A T the soft t inkle of the chapel bell . Sister 
uperior begins the beaut ifu l morning pray­

ers of the community. All join in , and eighty 
Sisters are thanking God fo r hav ing preserved 
them during the night and for the gift of an­
othet· day. Ten minutes later the loud, clear 
\'Oice of a novice reads the medi tat ion fo r t he 
day. Then all is quiet as eighty heartR hold 
,;ilent converse with their E ucharist ic King. 

H OLY Mass follow-s medi tat ion. It is a low 
:\lass today, and a lthough Siste r Pat r icia 

Jane has been at Victo ry Noll a lmost two years, 
she ha · never lost the thr ill of taking part in 
the dialogue Mass, which is par t of the regulat· 
order, exc·~pt on those days on which a High 
:\1ass i · scheduled. 

F OR the nell:t forty minutes Sister is absorbed 
in the Mass and her Communion devotions . 

he i' grateful for the ten minutes after Mass 
which are allowed for thanksgiving or fo r private 
pr:tyer: according to one's devotion. They pass 

The Missiona111 Catechist 



all too quickly today, and the bell for breakfast 
sta rtles her. But like all good novices, Sister 
has a healthy appetite, and she loses no time 
going to the dining room. 

B REAKFAST may not always be a cheery 
meal to per son outside the convent, but it 

is definitely o to Sisters. In the first place, they 
have been up two hours and ordinarily there is 
no thing wrong with one's appetite by that. time. 
Then, they have kept strict ' ilence ince night 
prayers the evening before, and there will be no 
further opportunity for unnecessary conversa­
tion until noon, if one excepts a ten minute period 
at the middle of the morning. So once grace 
has been said and a short biography of the saint­
of-the-day read, the dining room is filled with 
pleasant chatter and merry laughter. 

S ISTER Patricia Jane is always of a happy 
dispo,;ition, but she is particularly so today. 

Suddenly, Sister Margaret Louise lean over and 
s:1ys a bit gloomily, ··What are you so elated 
about? Don't you know we're having that quiz 
in sociology today?" 

' ' I HAD completely forgotten it,'' admitted 
Si ter Patricia Jane. "But don't you know 

that I'm to be one of the statue bearers tonight, 
s~ why worry about a little thing like sociology? 
Anyway, Sister is a very considerate teacher." 

''pERHAPS,'' replies Sister Ma1·garet Louise 
doubtfully. "But I know she is very con­

s!derate of her marks, too. Doesn't waste any 
high ones." 

''WELL, at least it will oon be over," con­
wled Sister Patricia Jane. "It's the first 

As we go to press, these novices are on retreat, pre­
Jlaring for thei r profession on August 5. Left to 
right. seated they are: Si;;;ter Mary Gemma, Shoko­
pee, Minn., ifl,d Sister Columba. Chicago, Ill.; stand­
ing: Sister .\nn Therese, 1ilwaukee, Wis.; ister 
Dolores Marie, Azusa. Calif.; 'ister Victoria. Mil­
waukee, Wis . ; Sister Teresita. Chicago, Ill.; and Sis­
ter ltose Anthony, San Antonio. Tex. 
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!:our, you know. You probably won't make more 
than an A, but try to be content with that." At 
this there was a general burst of laughter from 
the Sister near by, as they knew Sister Patricia 
Jane's prediction would probably prove very 
true. 

B REAKFAST over, the nov.ices disperse 
quickly to tak·z care of whatever small dut ies 

may be.assigned for them for the next half hour. 
Cla ses start at 8:15. Today Father Ambrose's 
class in Apologetics follows Sociology and proves 
a welcome break after the quiz. At mid-morning 
the novices go out to the kitchen for a glass of 
milk and a few cookies or crackers. Sister P atri­
cia Jane wouldn't mind skipping this part of 
the daily routine, as she weighs j ust a li ttle more 
than she would like to, but it is almost custom 
at Victory Noll, this mid-morning snack. Be­
side , the Novice Mistress, working in conjunc­
tion with the Infirmarian, maintains the novices 
need the extra energy the lunch supplies, espe­
cially on class days. 

T HERE are still two periods before dinner. 
One is Spanish and is Sister Patricia Jane's 

favorite subject. After four years of high school 
Latin, she finds second year Spanish compara­
tively easy. Psychology takes up the last period 
of the morning, and it is definitely not Sister 
Patricia Jane's favorite subject. But she realizes 
that if psychology is necessary in order to do 
effic ient work in the mission field, the only t hing 
to do is master it. And she is doing just that . 

T HE Particular Examination of Conscience is 
scheduled daily for 11 :50. This exercise 

is followed by the midday meal, which is dinner, 
not lunch. Today Sister's favorite dish is on 
the menu-homemade chop suey, with steaming 
fiaky rice. As she glances over the table, she 
thinks how unwarranted had been her mother 's 
fears t·hat sh·z would not have good substantial 
meals in the convent. But long before this. her 
mother discovered for herself that t he Sisters 
know that h·zalthy bodies make for healt hy minds 
:md souls, and that all three are necessary for 
mis~ i ou work. 

A FTER dinner there is a free period of over an 
hoPr, which permits anyone who wiS'hes to 

do so to rest. But whoever heard of nov ices rest­
ing at midday? One is much more likely to find 
them out exploring the woods, or play ing volley 
ball. But today they are going to pick li lies of 
the Yalley to adorn the altars during the devo­
tions and to deco1·ate the three foot statue of 
Our Lady of Victory and the litter on which it 
will be carried. Sister Mary Elizabeth has sug­
ge~ted lilies of the valley, mixed with tulips, for 
th1 month, and everyone knows Sister's artis­
tic taste is fiawless. 
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Sis ters take pa rt in procc ion during monthly devotion in honor of the Incarnation. of Our 
Lord a nd the Annunciation of Our Bles ed Mother. Devotions are offered for vocations. 

( LASSES and study periods fill up the after-
noon, with half an hour break for afternoon 

lunch and a walk at three o'clock. At 4:50 there 
is Office and spiritual reading. The half hour 
between Office and supper Si ter Patricia Jane 
likes to spend in Chapel. But today there i 
work to be done, for the statue and litter mu~ t 

be in readiness before supper-only the flowers 
will be added later-and the four novice who 
carry the statue al o do the decorating. 

S UPPER brings a pleasant urprise. It has 
been a beautiful day, and Sister Superior ha 

planned supper on the hill. Sister Patricia Jane 
t·ecalls this a an ordinary pat·t of the day dur­
ing the hot summer months, but it is still early 
in the season and there have been only a few 
meals out-of-doors. Everyone enjoys this treat, 
and the novices are especially glad that on ac­
count of the devotion , the evening study period 
is eliminated and recreation begins immediate­
ly after supper. 

A T 7 :45 come the big event of the day for 
Sister Patricia Jane. The altars, the tatue, 

and the litter on which the statue i to be carried 
are beautifully decorated with the lilies of the 
va lley and tulips. Sister Patricia Jane and her 
companions have carried the statue to the front 
of th·2 chapel and placed it on the pedestal pro­
vided for it. Everything is in readines . The 
chaplain enters the sanctuary and the Si. ters 
sing the praises of our Bles ed Mother in the 
opening hymn. 

T HEN follow the prayers for vocation , fir t 
for vocations to the priesthood and religious 

life in general; then in particular for vocation 
to the Missionary Si ters of Our Lady of Vic­
tory. Sister Patricia Jane thinks of the difficulty 
she had in deciding upon her vocation and 
breathes a little prayer of thanks that the Si -
ters \H!re offering these beautiful devotions for 
her, month after month, during those trying 
days. Yes, the e devotions in honor of the 
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Annunciation and t he Incarnation fo r addit ional 
worker ' for the vineyard of the Lord have been 
held on the twenty-fifth of every month for al­
most twenty-five yea rs. And the Sisters firmly 
belie\'e that their rapid growth and the very fin e 
member God has ent to them prove the efficacy 
of the devotion. 

T HE prayer ' fin i ·hed, the singing of the 
Litanv of Loretto is begun, and the pro­

ce sion f~rm . The Sister leave the chapel, 
going out through the pat io, down the ston 
tep , and, tu rn ing right, begin the circle around 

Victory ~oil bu ildings. At the end of the pro­
cession, ju t before the chaplain, Sister Patl'icia 
Jane and her companion carry the statue stand­
ing on the litter , which they have placed on their 
:houlders, the ent ire distance, easily a qua rter of 
a mile. About a fourth of the way around, the 
Litany i · completed and the Chaplain bedns 
the fi\·e joyful my tel'ies of the rosary. By the 
time the proce ion re-enters the chapel and the 
statue i ~ replaced on the pedestal, the rosary is 
completed . Devotions close with Benediction of 
the B Je~ ed Sacrament. 

S ISTER Pat r icia J ane's turn to can-y the 
statue is over , but she ''~ill not easily forget 

the privilege. No, it is not the first time she 
carried it, and she might poss ibly have another 
opportunity befo re the two years of her novitia te 
are ended, but wit h thirty-five novices and on!~· 

twelve months to a year, one doesn't get a turn 
very often. During the procession Sister know 
that the tatue of Our Ble sed Lady of Victory 
faced in every direction- north, south, east. and 
west-and ·he knows, too, t hat her companions 
a" well a herself begged the assistance of out· 
Bles ed :Mother fo r all who are trying to decide 
upon their vocat ion, but especially for those g irls 
who will make their decis ion this year . 

W HE. • the bell ounds for " ligh~ ou t" that 
evening, a very tired, but ve ry contented 

no\·ice place her head on the pillow and is soon 
in deep Jeep. 

The Missionm·y Catechist 
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UTAH 

lt1) Los Banos 
17) Monterey 
18) Tulare 
19) Santa Paula 
20) San Fernando 8) Brighton 
21) San Pedro 9) Denver 
22) Los Angeles 10) Greeley 
23) Los Angeles 
24) Azusa 
25) Ontario 
26) Redlands 
27) San Diego 

11) Ogden 
12) Salt Lake City 
13) Ely 
14) Elko 
15) Winnemucca 

28) Coachella 
29) Brawley 
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Our Convents 

IOWA 

KANSAS 

OKLAI-/OMA 

30) Flagstaff 
31) Santa Fe 
32) Las Vegas 
33) El Paso 
34) Lubbock 
35) Big Springs -
36) San Angelo 
.17) San Antonio 

from Coast to Coast 

1) Victory Noll 
2) Fort WaJne 
3) 'Goshen 
4) South Bend 
5) East Gary 
6) Gary 
7) San Pierre 

The Jlissionary Catcch ist eptcml>er, 1949 

38) Grove Hill 
39) Richmond 
40) Middlesex 
41) Paulding 
42) Detroit 
43) Ida 
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'Ghe Sun Comes Shining 'Ghrough 
by Sister Eugenia 

R OSEMARY awoke with a start. A treet car 
clanged omewhere in the street below, then 

rumbled off in the distance. 

"Saturday," she thought hazily. "Day off ... 
shopping . .. " Then, as her mind became clear, 
"shopping . . . black material, slippers, lug­
gage ... " An excited tremor wept over her. 
In le s than two month 

Thoroughly awake now, he colded herself: 
"'Get up, you lazybone , or you'll be late for 
Ma s." And hopping out of bed, she knelt for 
he'r morning offering. 

THE sun shone brightly on the steps of St. 
John's, but inside all wa cool and dark and 

quiet. Up in front, close to the tabernacle, a girl 
in a blue dre s was kneeling. "My Jesus," she 
prayed, "how much I love You ! I will do any­
thing for You. Anything ... everything." 

She remembered the first time he had felt so 
deliciously close to Our Lord. It wa in the 
spring, during Lent, that He had first asked her 
THE question. Such a quiet, gentle invitation it 
was, :she was not altogether ure he heard .it. 
Th n again, and again, day after day, she heard 
Him gently repeating the que tion, asking, but 
not demanding. It wa clearly an invitation. 

An invitation to what? She wa invited to 
relinquish all that she held mo t dear in life, in 
exchange for His love. Could he accept thi 
invitation? Most likely she could, or He wouldn't 
have given it. But, selfishly, she wished He 
hadn't asked her. 

So careful was He not to force the invitation 
that she could pretend she didn't even hear it. It 
wasn't quite fair of her, she knew, but in this 
way she could avoid giving Him a definite an­
swer, an explicit "ye " or "no." 

5 HE smiled to herself now, thinking how two 
could play at this game of "all's fair in love 

and war." She continued her reverie. 

Since she would not consent, and at the same 
time she could not bring her elf to an outright 
1·efusal, . he decided to bide her time a while. 

"Remember, Lord?" he asked Him, "I thought 
perhaps You would forget about it, or else get 
tired of asking me." 
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nut, no, it was His turn to try a little subter­
fuge. As any lover will, who wishes to win the 
lady of his choice, He showered her with gifts, 
piritual consolations, until she was almost de­

lirious with the ecstasy of it. 

Unspeakably happy, basking in the glow of 
Hi love, she was suddenly taken off guard. In 
a moment of fervor, she had whispered to Him 
her favorite ejaculatory prayer, "My Jesus, how 
much I love you! I will do anything for You. 
I will"-a gasp of dismay! "What did I say, I 
.. will ... do .· .. anything ... for You." 

She had been weeping as . he continued, "All 
right, Lord, You win. I will do what you want, 
but ... " and the tears broke out afresh, "You 
will have to help llH!, becau e it is too hard." 

A weet calm, a quiet peace came to her then, 
she remembered, and it made her realize the 
intensity of the battle she had been having with 
herself. 

NOW, as she knelt sure and strong in His love, 
she wondered if everyone who received a 

religious vocation had to contend with the 
'arne struggle. Did every girl who was invited 
to become a bride of Christ have the same ten­
dency to fight that invitation or to ignore it? 

To be sure, it had been hard at first. She 
smiled again, inwardly, remembering how the 
ne.xt day she had gone as usual to Mass and 
Holy Communion, but this time there was no 
feeling of fervor. Her soul felt cold, dry. She 
had no taste for prayer. 

An unspoken question hung in the air. "No, 
Lord," she answered Him, "I haven't changed 
my mind. l still mean what I said yesterday, 
but-oh, God," she pleaded, "nothing is impos­
sible to You, o please give me the desi1·e to do 
what You wish." 

She had prayed feverishly t•hat day for the 
desire to do the Will of God. It had seemed so 
utterly impossible. Yet in an imperceptible way 
that desire had grown by leap and bounds, 
until now it had reached such proportions that 
she could hardly wait until the day when it would 
be realized. 

he turned her eyes to the image of the 
Ble ed Virgin. "Mother of God, Mary, my 
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Mother," she breathed, "I place myself in your 
hand:; . Help me always to be worthf!iof Jl\.V 
,·ocation." 

T HE train pulled out of the station slowly. it 
,._,- was the last of October, the sunshine wa 

.g~ne: and in its stead a (oggy mist hung over 
th~:- city, coloJ·-ing everything a depressing gray. 
.. -

Rosemary ··dared not look . back at the th'ree 
s tanding on the station platform. It would spoil 
·:;verything now if she saw her mother crying. 
''God love them," she_· thought. "They made it 
eJ~~yforme." --

Her brother Bill, a senior in high school, had 
contin1,1ed his laughing ·and teasing to the end. 
"How lqng do· yo·u think she'll last," -he had ask­
ed, "a \veek ?" 

· ;_Her mother, nsmg to -h-er defense, h·ad said, 
'' Don't worry. If Rosemary doesn't like it, she'll 
be back, and we'll be happy to have her, but they 
won't 'be-sending he·r home." · · 

He1: 'father's slow grin, and his quiet, "I think 
she means business," had been a real encourage-
me-nt. - -

II D AD is a dear," she thought. He had been 
pleased beyond '''ords \Vhen he tiar'ne"d 

that she wanted to be a Sister-_:_-a Victarv Noll 
Sister. He could not -quite get over the ,~·onder 
·of knowing that 'his -:Own daughter, Rosemary, 
was the first and only person to have a relivious 
vocation in the whole family relationship. 

Of her mother she was note quite sure. True, 
she had not opposed Rosemary's desire to enter 
religion, but neither had she· given her whole­
hearted approval. Perhaps it wa-s because her 
mothe1:; -being a convert, had never had much 
personal contact with Sisters .. 

-"At any rate, Mother's a -good sport," she aid 
to herself, and s he smiled, remembering the day 
her mother had asked, "Why dDn't you enter a 
convent closer to home, Rosemai·y, instead of 
going all the way to Indiana?" 

"Dut, Mother, that would be just as bad for 
me as marrying the wrong man would have been 
for you," she had answered. 

Whereupon her mother had made a wry face 
and clowningly said, "I give up trying to talk 
sense to this daughter of mine who is so much 
like her father." 

1 T was true, Rosemary reflected, she was very 
much like her father. Even befQre she was 
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big enough to board a street car alone, she would 
· spend~ hpurs riding back and forth with her fa­
thei· as he took his street car through the city 
and out to the suburbs . They had a marvelous 
game they would play together, she and her dad. 
EYery t ime they passed a Catholic Ch urch he 
would lift hi s hat in s ilent tribute to Our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament, while she would send 
her Guardian Angel into the church for a flyin g 
Yisit, or si lently say a prayer to Jesus in her 
childish way. Five churches they passed on the 
way -out, five again .. on the way back. In two 
hours, t~n acts of love for the Prisoner of Love 
from . each o{ them. 

Passengers on the car, unless they were of 
the faith and very astute observers, would neve r 
.han guessed the reason for, or, in fact, even 
.not~ed the conductor's frequent gesture of hat­
lifting, although they might have wondered at 
the tiny girl, who seemed to be riding alone to 
the end of the line. 

. -As she gi·ew older, Rosemary used to wonder 
at her fathe r's intense love and devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament. But she did not wonder any 
more. A man cannot consciously think of his 
Eucharistic King forty definite times a day or 
night without becoming Eucharistic-minded. 

A T this point the porter came through the 
coac!J with refreshments. Rosemary select­

ed an ice cream cup, a nd as she began to eat it, 
her thoughts went back again to her famil y and 
the street car rides of her childhood. 

At the end of the line, she remember~d . there 
was -a· confectionery sto re, and in the middle of 
the --trtorning or the afternoon, whichever it hap­
pened to be, her father would gallantly escort 
her into the tiny shop a nd order her a vani lla 
ice cream cone. On Saturdays and Sundays 
when there was no school, he somet imes brought 
four little ladies with him, she a nd her th1~e 
older sister . 

He would alway' ask them, "What will you 
have?" and they would always answer, "A van­
illa ice cream cone." · 

Her mother had long ago put her foot do,~n 
when it came to chocolate ice CI'zam-ever s ince 
the day Elinor, t he oldest member of t he fam­
ily, had come home with the contents of the 
chocolate ice cream cone down the front of her 
yellow organdie. Rosemary was only five at the 
time, but she still -remembered · how good that 
chocolate ice cream had tasted. 

11 p ooR Elinor," Rosema ry's t houghts took a 
sudden turn, "she has everything she could 
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want, and t ill she's not nappy. A beautiful 
home, two darling chi ldren, a wealthy husband 
-that's all I can say for him," thought Rose­
mary sadly. "He's so wrapped up in himself 
and his business-what does he get out of life?" 

"No faith, no fun," her father always said . 
Well, Rosemary believed it! Her sister Ger­
trude's husband didn't ha,·e much of this world's 
goods, but he was a staunch Catholic, with deep 
faith, and he c-2rtainly was full of fun. 

E linor had married her non-Catholic husband 
-before a priest, of course-with the hope that 
in due time he would enter the Church. But he 
had gone his indifferent way alone, and she was 
going her way alone, when it came to religion. 
And Rosemary had once overheard Elinor tell­
ing her siste r Jean, who was in nurses' training, 
t ha t she should be sensible and marry a good 
Catholic. 

"Like I hope my brother Bill will always be," 
thought Rosemary. He was the only boy in the 
famil~· and the youngest cr-ilrl, and consequently 
incl ined to be a trifle spoiled. but a good kid, for 
all that. 

L AST night before packing her bags, she had 
modeled her black housecoat for his benefit. 

Fee ling very demun~ and nunnish, she had start­
ed down the stairs, when Bill, his ice-skates slung 
over hi s shoulder, had called up to her, ''You 
look ,.;uper-duper!" She cou ldn't tell whether he 
meant it or not. He had only three interests 
in life at present ·a rs. ice-skating, and Betty, 
the girl next door. Hi-" main problem now was 
to dec ide what he wanted to do after he finished 
school-get a job in Nick's garage as a mech­
anic, or start in as an instructor down at the ice­
skating rink. 

She would miss hi s teasing. The nerve of him, 
though, suggesting that she wouldn't Ia . t more 
than a week at Victory ~oil. She didn't care how 
har,i the life was, or how many bushels of pota­
toes she had to peel, she would do everything a:; 
perfectly as she !mew how, for the love of Jesus 
and Mary. And if they sent her back home after 
all that, well, there just wasn't any justice in the 
world ! 

As if to brighten her outlook, the douds began 
to lift, and the sun came shining through the 
car windows. She saw the cross on a steeple in 
the distance and from habit as well as from love, 
her thoughts sped to the sanctuary. "Lord, You 
will be waiting for me at the end of the line, 
won't You? And You won't ever send me away, 
will You'?" 
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y rcTORY NOLL! Lovelier t han any pictu re 
had ever pictured it! Sunshine ever ywhere, 

and dozens of smiling Sisters radiating the peace 
and contentment of living with and for God . The 
chapel, with its beautiful altars and statu es, was 
like a bit of heaven . The g irls, new arrivals like 
herself, bubb}jng over with laughter and joy. 
There were twenty-two of them, from fifteen dif­
ferent States, and one even from Canada. What 
fun they had that first day at dinner, telling 
where they were from and what they had done 
before coming to Victory Noll. 

In the two ,,·eeks that followed she was a mazed 
to find that she was not the least bit homesick. 
But with all her happiness a small worry kept 
gnawing at her heart. Although Dad had writ­
ten, she had not received one word from he r 
mother, not even a card. "So," she thought 
miserably, "this must be Mother's way of show­
ing her disapproval." 

T HE following afte rnoon at r ec reation time 
the letter came-air-ma il. As soon as she 

saw her mother's.,. handwri t ing she gave a cry of 
joy, and openi ng the lette r quickly she read: 

~'[y dear Rosemary, 

By the time this note reaches you, Dad 
and I will be well on our way to see yo u. He 
convinced me that we needed a second 
honeymoon and also that I would feel better 
about your vocation if I could see for myself 
how happy you are in it. I would have 
written sooner, but was unsettled in my own 
mind about certain t hings. And then, too, 
we wanted to make definitely sure about the 
trip, ~o that you wou ldn 't be disappointed, 
in case we couldn 't make it . Plenty has 
happened in the last two weeks, but the 
news will keep until we get there. 

Love from us all, 

Mother. 

P.S. Bill kt·zps telling me to hurry back 
as he is su re he won't live very long 
on Gel"trude's cooking, and Dad is . .. 

By this time the words were strangely blurred, 
so she stuffed the letter in her pocket and hu r­
ried off to chap·z l. As she CI"ossed the patio be­
tween the buildings, a grey November wind 
whipped her skirts around her, but in her heart 
the1·e was sunshine. 

:\ieekness is the touchstone of sanctity.- St. 
Alphonsus. 
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Associate Catechists 

Dear Associates: 

T HIS month most of our Mi sion Bands will 
go into action again after a brief vacation 

during the months of July and August. ~one 
but the most ardent card fan or mission worker 
can be induced to play cards or stitch garments 
for the poor with the mercury registering from 
90 to 100 degrees. But now, with the evenings 
growing shorter and cooler, there ought to be 
a goodly number who will gather in the parlor 
for card or a sewing session. 

Consequently, at Victory Noll we are looking 
forward with eagerness to those missives from 
ecretaries of Bands which open with, "En­

closed find check for monthly dues." 

Devotedly yours in Jesus and Mary, 

SISTER SUP ERVISOR, ACM 

YOUR HELP ~EEDED MORE THA~ EVER 

E ACH year we add new missions to the chain 
begun more than twenty-five years ago. The 

map of our Missions found elsewhere on these 
pages will show you that the number of our mis­
sions in behalf of God's poor and disadvantaged 
children has reached a total of forty-three, if 
you include Victory Noll, and one should because 
four mission communities, besides the Mexican 
migrants, are serviced from our Mother Hou:>e. 

For this reason, we stand more than ever in 
need of your assistance if the poor are to be 
adequately cared for. 
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BIG A.XD SUCCESSF UL PARTY HELD I N 
CHICAGO 

O~E of the most successful part ies ever held 
for the benefit of our Sisters took place at 

Queen of Angels Hall, in Ch icago at t he end of 
"May. A check for $500.00, net results f rom the 
party, wa:> received a few days late r at Victory 
.X oil. 

It was really unique in t hat only two ladies 
-Jlrs. Jolin Sulliran and Mrs. Margaret Kestlm· 
-mother and aunt respectively of our Siste r Isa-
belle, sponsored it and sold all the t ickets fo r the 
affair. 

There were seventy-three tables, and all of 
them were filled. Table prize:> consisted of ba th 
towel· and wash cloths to match. Altogeth er 
ther-~ were 13 prizes, and, in addi t ion, 38 beau­
tiful articles were raffled. 

The money goe to the support of Siste r Isa­
belle, who is ·pon ored by the members of St. 
Joseph's Band . o. 2. 

Our heartfelt thanks to Mrs. Sullivan and Mrs. 
Kestler, to Father Halloway, the pastor, who 
donated the hall for the occa ion, and to all who 
helped make the par ty such an outstanding 
:>uccess. 

RILLIA~S BAND (Cincinnati, Ohio J 

1 ~ ~fay this ' mall group celebrated the tenth 
anniver:>ary of the fou nding of their Band with 

a benefit party which netted $16.80. 

At their monthly meetings, the ladies either 
sew for the poor or make prayer-books and mount 
pictures for the children in our Missions. They 
also gath·~r used but clean clothing fo r mission 
boxe~. 

The Srillians sponso.r Sister Margueri te's Mis­
:>ion in Grove Hill, Alabama. In cha rge of the 
Band, at present, is Jfiss Marie Gouy. 

i ter Madeleine Sophie, Sister Caroline, and 
ister Blanche, our t hree Si lver Jubila ri ans, ex­

pre- their earne:>t thanks to the membera of 
t. Joseph's Mis ion Club, Baldwinsville, New 

York, for having enrolled th m as perpetual 
members of the Seraph ic Mass Association, 
directed by the Capuchin Fathers. 
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Gloria's Gifts Were 'ReadB 
by Si.~ter Francesca 

G LORIA wa:;; an especially happy girl on her 
First Communion day, not only because she 

was about to 1·eceive our dear Lord for the 
fir;;t time, but, al;;o, becau:;;e she had :o much 
to offer her Divine Gue;;t on Hi;; fir;;t yi;;it to 
!-.·.')'. 

L AL T fall, when Catechi;;m cla,;ses were begin-
ning- again for another year, Gloria came 

to Sister to tell her that sh had not yet made 
her First Communion and she was almost twelve 
,Years old. Her stor~· unfolded a ;;ufficient x­
planation. 

G LORIA' father i.· a Prot ;;tant and harbors 
no fl'iendly feelings toward the Catholic 

Church. Her mother, although a baptized \ath­
olic, has never had anv instructions in her reli­
gion or received any ~ther acrament. Robert, 
her brother, had received a minimum of instruc­
tions in a Religious Vacation School two years 
befor and had been permitted to make his First 
Communion, but had never since approached the 
Sacntments. It seemed th very mention of reli­
gion C<lllsed <t disturbance in the home; conse­
quently little had been said up to now on the 
subject of God ot· the Church. Dut now Gloria 
'""~ beginning to !,~t worri d. he was grow­
ing up and something" had to be done. What 
would she do? 

S ISTER encouraged Gloria to attend atechism 
classe::~ regularly in preparation for her First 

Communion, and, al:;;o to in ·till in her own little 
way ~orne spirit of religion in the home. 

E VERY week Gloria would stop after class to 
report to Sister the results of her little 

apostolate. She told of the . eries of approache~ 
she u~ed on the diffet·ent member;; of the family. 

Q NE day she would drop a piece of literatUI'e 
in the parlor where it was sure to be seen 

by her mother or father. Another time she 
would h<l\'e her rosary lying on the tab! in the 
hope of arousing som one':;; curio:;;ity. Once she 
placed a beautiful picture of the Sacred Heart 
in a conspicuou:;; place so that her mother would 
have to look at it during the day and, perhaps, 
be drawn to His love in this simple way. Gloria 
would make it a point to teach her baby brother 
a few prayer., or study her Catechi;;m when 
her older brother, Robe1·t. was lit home just so 

ister Gabrielle with First Communion Class at Los 
A n~reles, Ca Jifornia. 

she could ask his help and start him hinking 
along religious lines. 

1 T wasn't long before Gloria presented Roben 
to Sister and proudly announced that he want-

d to attend Catechism classes, too. On Easter 
Sunday, a few week. later, Robert went to Holy 
Communion for the first time since his First 
Communion two years before. About this same 
time Gloria's mother began going to Mass on 
Sundays. Her father, although far from tak­
ing any steps toward the true Chut·ch, ceased 
ridiculing Catholics and their practices. Little 
br little our zealou apostle was softening the 
hearts of her family and bringing them to the 
knowledge and love of God. 

B ESIDES working with he1· own family, 
Gloria helped to instruct two neighbor girl~ 

her own age who, up to now, had been t•"luctant 
about attending Catechism classes and had not 
made their First Communion. She spent many 
hour;;; teaching them their prayers and helping 
them prepare for their great da~·. 

N OW it had arrived-the long awaited Fii·st 
Communion Day. Gloria was radiantly happy 

as :;he joined in the procession to the altar to 
receive her Divine Guest. She would not be 
found empty-handed either; for her gifb; w re 
all ready. Maybe she could make Him as happ~· 
that day as He was making His little apostle. 



ATTENTION! Young Women of America! 

Half tl:~ Catholic children of the Cnited tates m·e in public :::chools. \\'ill you teach 

them the truths of our holy Religion? 

TIIP hal'l'l't'lf i~; ftl'l·at: flu lab(JI'l t. · too /tiC. 

Proy you the Lord of the harvest 

That He send laborers into His harvest 

If you are interested in doing thi grea t work for the :piritual welfare of Amet·· 

ica's children, you are im·ited to writ£> fo t· further information to: 

~Jother .eneral 

Victory :Soli 

Huntington, Indian 


