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Arzobispo de Panama, Apartado 386 

Cctober 5, 1949 

My dear )!other Catherine, 

It gives me great pleasure to announce to 
you the First Profession of my Missionary 
Catechists on the 11th of October, the feast of 
the Maternity of th~ Blessed Mother. W·J will 
be most pleased if you can find it possible to be 
with us on that day. If not, we would like to 
han you come here for a visit at your earli£st 
convenience. The passage has already been 
arranged, and we need only to know what day 
you can come. A cablegram or letter from you 
telling us the day is all that is need·~d. We hope 
that this will be soon. 

Sisters Monica and Mary Bernarda have 
done a wonderful work, and I am most grateful 
to yo~1 for having accepted this Office for your 
community: "Founder of the Missionary Cate­
chists of Panama." 

I feel that our Sisters have been wei! 
trained under the direction of S!s~ers Monic::~ 
and Mary Bernarda. ~ow that the instruction 
period is over, I am concerned with the pnc­
tical applic::~tion to the work. With this thought 
in mind, it s2ems that it would t ·J advisable, as 
well as most advantageous for the work, if Sis­
ters Monica and :Mary Bernarda could remain 
for one more year to start our Sisters off in the 
practical catechetical work. 

This is my urgent petition to you now, 
Mother. You have been so generous with me thus 
fa r, that I have great confidence in asking you 
this new favor-to allow Sisters Monica and 
Mary Bernarda to remain one year more. 

With my best wishes and blessing for you 
and your community, I r~main 

Sincerely yours in Christ 

Francis Beckmann 

Archbishop of Panama 

~ovember 16, 19-19 

My dear Mother Catherine, 

It was with great pleasure that I received 
your letter informing me that Sisters Monica 
and Mary Bernarda may remain until next July. 

Hi Excellency, the Mo t Reverend Francis 
Beckm ann, Archbishop of Panama. 

This news a sures me that with the help of both 
isters all will go well wi th our little Commun­

ity, since they are starting the work under such 
able direction. 

Already they have started in a district forty­
five minutes away by car and forty-five minutes 
by horseback. It is off the beaten path and the 
people are \'ery poor, but the Sisters are very 
happy to go there. 

:\'lay God bless you for helping us in our 
work for -aving souls in our Archdioce ·e, and 
may you be blessed with many vocations. 

With my blessing fot· you and your commun­
ity, I remain 

incerely yours in Chr ist 

Francis Beckmann 

Archbishop of Panama 
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What 'Price 'Polio? 
Last summer, with infantile paralysis ram­

pant in the United State , community after 
community came face to face with the grim eco­
nomic of fighting polio. Even areas with suffi­
cient facilitie in which to care for patients 
struggled with the problem of providing person­
nel and equipment to give patient a real chance 
for recovery. 

Through the voluntary contributions of the 
American people to the annual March of Dimes 
of the National Foundation for Infantile Paraly-
i , there had been created a means of making 

swift and adequate aid available everywhere. 
Through National Foundation chapter , hospital 
bills for patients unable to pay full costs were 
paid ... iron lungs purcha ed ... doctors, nurses 
and physical therapi t sent on emergency mis­
sions. As the caseload increased, costs rose 
higher and higher. 

The financial drain became o\'erwhelming as 
the summer progres ed. To national headquar­
ter of the Jational Foundation came frantic re­
que t from it chapter in practically every 
tate. More money, much more money, was need­
d immediately-if tricken boy ' and girls were 

to be helped. The National Foundation met the 

JAN. 16-31 

call . By mid-September it sent in emergency 
aid alon·~ more than $6,000,000 to bolster chapter 
treasuries. This was almost double the amount 
expended for this purpose for the same period in 
194 -which was an almost all-time high year for 
polio. 

The rational Foundation has estimated that, 
by the time its final check is written in payment 
of 1949's polio biii, the total cost will be $31,000,-
000! That vast sum is for patient care and treat­
ment alone! 

The financial problem posed by polio is a cru­
cial one. On the one hand, boys and girls hit by 
polio must be helped back to health. Meanwhile, 
cientific research to stop infantile paralysis 

some day must not only continue ... it must be 
tepped up wherever possible. These twin obliga­

tions of the National Foundation must be met. 
There must be money enough for both. 

As the 1950 March of Dimes gets under way 
January 16, the National Foundation asks every­
one to join the line of march, to give, give gen­
erou ly ... to the very limit of his ability. The 
need i real; it is urgent. With the whole­
hearted upport of the public, the high cost of 
polio will be met and met in full. 

f~ht [nfantl{e, Paral~s(s 
THE NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR 

INFANTILE PARALYSIS 
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The Waters Of Sidon * 
by Reverend W. B. Faherty, S. J. 

F OR the first t ime in its long history, Amer ica 
has in Thomas Mer ton an advocate of the r e­

ligious life who reaches thinking people, both 
Catholic and non-Catholic. Before his Seven 
Storey Mountain dropped from the be t-seller 
li ts, the Waters of Siloe clamored for recogni­
tion. Fortunately, too, the author is a contempla­
tive and writes sure-footedly and convincingly of 
that type of life, hitherto so misunderstood by 
Americans, who justly pride themselves on their 
practicality. 

T HE reader is readily convinced that Merton 
understands the contemplative life. As is to 

be expected, however, he is less convincing when 
he peaks of the directly apostolic life. Perhap , 
even, many people are receiving a one-sided no­
tion of thi latter religious state from some of hi 
remarks and tho e of other writer with a simi­
lar outlook. A few cautioning thoughts might 
be wise. 

B OTH types of religious life, as Merton admits, 
are good. Both are indispensable to the 

Church's mission. Both can lead souls to heaven. 
Religion flourishes best, in fact, as M·zrton o 
plainly tates, when each Order follow its own 
precise mission and pirit. .!other Church needs 
the Tet·esa and the Francis Xaviers; the Carme­
lite nuns meditating in the suburban convent and 
the Mis ionary Sisters of Our Lady of Victory 
teaching the Creed in the heart of the city; the 
contemplatives like St. Bruno, who walk along 
the Waters of Siloe that flow in silence; and the 
apostles like St. Paul, who push forth from the 
Waters of Sidon to the noisy ports of the \Yorld. 
Mother Church needs, too, the Monicas and the 
Te celins~. who mother and father th·z apostle 
and contemplatives of the next generation ... 

N EITHER Thomas Merton nor I have the 
background in ascetical theology or the 

authority in the Church to pronounce on the heo­
retical superiority of the one religious vocation 
over the other. As far as I could ascertain, the 
Church has never made an official e:r cath dra 
statement on this matter. The quotation of 
Christ, "Mary has chosen the better part," mere­
ly indicate the superiority of the contemplative 
life to the completely active life, in which the 
entire time i spent in a purely non-religiou. 
activity. The military orders of knight , who de-

ReYerend W. B. Faherty . 
Reg i College, Denver. 

voted their live to t he protec tion of pilgrims ven­
turing to the Holy Land, a re examples of this 
type of purely active life. 

T HE apostolic life is a mixed life, participating 
in th·~ natures of t he contemplative and of the 

active life. t. Thomas Aquinas, who, as Merton 
point' out, stated in t he Summa (II, Ila, q. 188, 
a6 ) that it was the most perfect life, described 
the apo · tolate in a pregnant Latin phrase tradere 
contemp'ata. The word-for-word translation 
would be "to hand over th ings contemplated." 
The full meaning describes the apostolate as an 
imparting to others by preaching and teaching 
the knowledge of Divine Things ga ined by con­
tempbtion. 

W HATEVER the final decision of the Church 
on thio~ theor-ztical question might be, the 

practical que · tion for each individual depends on 
Yariable factors, hi· healt h, h i· talents, his ner­
vou disposition, his education, his background, 
his rea ·onable inclinat ions. The routine of a strict, 
cloi tered Order might lead a high-strung person 
rather to mayhem than to piou " Amens." re­
tiring ·oul would fi nd li tt le t·elish in the bust! 
of a parish mission. T he invalid , chained to his 
bed by the invisible manacl s of di sease, must 
work out hi salvation differ ntly f rom his 
h althy neighbor. orne f el that th moder.ltely 
hard road of Christian lay life is th surest path 

1 idon-t he port /rem whic:h t. Paul ailed on hi li r t jour ne11 t o Rome. 

- t . .Uonic:a was the mother of t. Augu tine; D uke T I' c:elin, t he fa t her of t. Bernard of Clairr•au."l:. 
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to heaven for them. In this spirit, St. Thomas 
More once remarked: "I would rather be a good 
layman than a bad monk." Each individual, with 
God' help, mu t make his own decision ... 

T HE contemplative life stre ses the concentra­
tion of the mind on God by direct reflection 

on His attributes; the apostolic life seeks the con-
tant union of the will to God by apostolic work 

done under obedience. It is impossible to be en­
gaged in this work all the time, for the soul 
needs recour e to interior thing , such a prayer 
and meditation. It is, likewi e, humanly impos­
sible to have the mind on God all the time. Even 
the Trappist monk running the corn-cutter at the 
Gethsemani farm had better think of the corn­
cutter and not exclusively of the Beauty of the 
Trinity. Otherwise, along with the corn he would 
probably end up cutting a few hands, first of all 
his own. · 

T HE theory towards the apostolic life that Mer-
ton s em to share with orne member of 

apo tolic Order is only one of the acceptable 
theories-and not the one on which most modern 
apostolic Orders are based. It tends to look on 
all external work, whether picking peaches or 
baptizing babies, a a di traction, a dis ipation 
of soul, an ob tacle to contemplation. It sees 
contemplation a a fuel that is being constantly 
expended in apostolic activity. 

M OST active apostles realize, on the contrary, 
that their vocation is a two-way process. 

W had called at the home to vi it a little 
accident victim, the econd younge ·t of a family 
of ten childr n. The child was doing nicely, sur­
rounded as he was with love and care. 

Th y w re a happy group this family, and 
the mother told us they had ·pecial cause for joy 
just now, as one of the older girl , wa to t·~ mar­
ried within the week. The mother took us in to 
see her daughter's gifts. There was e\·erything 
to d light th heart of a girl. And in the midst 
of all the gifts was a lm·ely statue of the Infant 
of Pragu . 

When the mother ·aw how much we admired 
the statue, she told us how it happened to b 
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Prayer helps the ministry, of course. But the 
apostolate also helps prayer. First, it entails the 
practice of self-denial, a strong foundation for 
a prayerful spirit. Secondly, many works of the 
apostolate, especially preaching, teaching, and 
the administration of the Sacraments, concen­
trate the attention of the apostles on the great 
Truths of Religion. Thirdly, the works of the 
apostolate, e pecially the spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy, are in themselves meritorious 
and the source of great glory to God. Fourthly, 
th·~ sight of moral evil is a deterrent to sin in the 
apo tie, and the close view of virtue in so many 
lay people i a stimulant to better living. Lastly, 
the inten e feeling of personal inadequacy in the 
face of the problems of the ministry forces the 
apo tie to raise his heart regularly to God in 
prayer. 

T HE apostle, in short, is not going away from 
God by engaging in external work; he is to 

eek God in that work, just as much as the 
contemplative is to seek God in the chanting of 
the Divine Office, or in the quiet of meditation. 
The first point of his twice-daily examination of 
conscience is to be precisely that: has he sought 
God in everything that he did? 

T HANK God, in fine, for the devoted souls who 
walk along the WateTs of Siloe that flow in 

silence; but, thank Him no less for the apostles 
who, in the path of St. Paul, push forth from 
the Wat rs of Sidon to bring God's word to the 
noi y ports of the world. 

there. When she and her husband had been mar­
ried the) had placed a little statue of the Infant 
above the kitchen door, so that He might bless 
their coming in and going out. As soon as they 
were old enough, the children learned to look at 
t~e statue and breathe a little prayer to the 
Infant King. 

At one time the statue had fallen and broken 
and they were going to replace it with a . new 

nc-but found they could not part with the old 
. tatue. o Daddy fixed it up. And now it was 
1:other and Daddy who had purchased the statue 

of the Little Infant for their daughter, that the 
tradition of Hi· love and care might continue 
down through another generation. 
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A 'Real 'Big 'Brother 
by Sister • oreen 

II H AVE you seen picture of Blessed Martin 
de Porres ?" Torch magazine editor Father 

Norbert Georges a ked u . 

Father wa in Denver for a short time and 
stopped at the Holy Gho t Youth Center for a 
visit and a showing of orne of hi slide~ on the 
life of the famed Dominican Brother. To his 
question w·z politely miled assent. "You have? 
Well, you are looking at hi brother." Looking 
at the pale faced priest and remembering the 
black Martin, we impolitely laughed! 

S EEMINGLY on another trend, Father shot 
a question at me. "How often were you 

born?" My guardian angel nudged me, and I 
quickly an wered, "Twice." Father had to try 
three of us, though, before he received the de­
sired answer to hi next question, "Which birth­
day to you celebrate?" The third member in 
the group rightly replied, "Both." 

F ATHER drove home his point. The second 
birthday, that of Baptism, was the more im­

portant, for then we are born again into the 
family of God. "So you ee, Ble sed Martin and 
I are brothers because we belong to the same 
family by Bapti m. He is al o your brother by 
Baptism. He i a real big brother, too. You 
know, the big brother to whom you can go with 
your little difficulties, or to a k some favor you 
don't want to bother Mother or Dad with. I can 
tell you many in tances of this," Father con­
tinued, "but I will stop with a few." 

''THERE wa the one of the Sister who had 
entered her community late in life. It 

was a community that had chools, hospital~, and 
orphanages. Since this Sister was older, the 
community thought it be t not to prepare her 
for teaching which she ecretly liked and thought 
she could do well, but to assign her to an or­
phanage, where they work thirty-six hour out of 
the twenty-four. So what did she do? You 
know some of the Saints would tell her to accept 
it as the Will of God, but he hurried to Brother 
Martin-and he wa given a teaching a ign­
rnent !" 

F ATHER 1 ·orbert George smiled. "But it 
wasn't enough to be a teacher. She had to be 

a ucces ful teacher or he couldn't go on teach-
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•·BJe ed Martin de Porres is a real BIG BROTH­
ER," ays Father Norbert Georges, O.P. 

ing. Came examination time and she reali zed 
her cia ' wouldn't pas the diocesan te ts . S up 
went her petition' again to Bles ed Mar tin. 'l'he 
cia pa sed! 

''THE matchle s Martin is also a busy match-
maker, according to letters we r eceive at 

the Torch office. A W A was coming out of 
service at the end of the war. She thought to 
herself that it was time sh was married, and 
o he looked over the elig ible men and picked 

out one who had all the desired qualifications. But 
he didn't even look her way! So this W A went 
to her sister, who wa a nun, and said, ' I'll sw ar 
lifetime allegiance to any aint who fixes this 
up for me.' The nun si ter got her busy pray­
illg to Blessed Martin and in six months the 
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\V AC announced her engagement!" Surely she 
could feel that marriage wa made in heaven. 

"Blessed Martin is great at this work, espe­
cially with the girls of Mexico. W·2 hear from 
many of them," Father aid. 

''HERE is another example of Martin' broth-
erliness," Father continued. "It wa- while 

Elessed Martin was on earth in his beloYed 
Lima, Peru, that he heard that his own . i ter 
wasn't going to attend a fiesta because she did 
not han a proper mantilla. What did he do? 
He sent not one but fiye mantillas to her. Why 
five? \Veil, you know how women are. They like 
to make a choice. If h had ' ent only one, it 
might not have uited." 

A LL that Father was telling us was quite 
agreeable. But back in my mind was my dis­

like for Martin's mice. t. Francis of Assisi 
talking to the birds, St. Anthony of Padua 
preaching to the fish, yes; but Blessed Martin 
and rats! I was relieved that Father hit upon 
tlJat now. 

''YOU'VE heard about Ble sed Martin and the 
rats, mice, and mosquitos?" We showed 

our disgust. "Now wait a minute," Father stop­
ped us. "Ever since the erpent got a hold in the 
Garden of Eden, rats, mice, and mosquitos went 
out of control. So what happens? Scientists 
spend long hours earching for a perfect ex­
t rminator. Citie set up rat control commis­
sion . Blessed Martin has the only real control 
bP.cause he i a aint. 

''A DAM and EYe lost dominion over the 
animal world when they lo t sanctifying 

gTace. Now Brother Martin just talks to the rats 
and they do his bidding. Remember, too, the e 
pests m·e here because of sin." Father turned 
to anoth·~r member in the audience. ". ow. are 
you going to kill rats?" Her an wer was un­
hesitating, "Yes, until I get holy." Father's 
eyes were twinkling. "Then," he aid to her, 
"you'd better apologize to the rat, fir t, and ex­
plain that you mu t kill him because you are not 
holy enough to control him." No wonder, I 
thought to myself, the world is beating a path to 
Bles ed Martin's door. He ha that better mou e 
trap! 

FATHER Norbert George· told us many inter-
esting stories, but one statement of his fixed 

my fancy. "In Ireland, devotion to Blessed Mar­
tin is spreading like wildfire," he aid It 
nmu!>ed m to think of the u ual reaction to the 
taunting remark, "A N"egro i an Iri hman 
turned in ide out!" And here the little black 
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man was captivating Ireland! Despite their dif­
ferenc·2s, the Irish and the Negro have one like­
nes , a likeness for laughter and song. Perhaps 
that is a more fundamental similarity than the 
di similarity of skin pigment. 

1 N my mind's eye, I could see the Irish family 
kneeling for the beads of an evening. There 

before the members is the likeness of Himself 
and, of course, Herself, and with them now, per­
baps, the little black Dominican Brother smiling 
on them as they say the rosary of St. Dominic! 
E.·~side Mary, the eldest sister, kneels the little 
rosy cheeked brother, the fledgling, Martin, now 
the family favorite. (The Johns and Michaels 
and Patricks better look to it!) Ireland is a 
colorful land, so it is not strange that to its 

merald green is added this beautiful ebony-in 
white! 

Anyway, Blessed Martin de Porres has an­
other "customer" in this Irish American, and, 
Brother, I mean business! 

T HE Knights of the Altar had met to select a 
patron saint for their parish unit. Hastily I 

sketched the lives of a few saints in whom I 
thought they might be interested. 

It was evident that the boys were not par­
ticularly impressed with any of them, so I asked 
if they had orne suggestions. 

''Why not choose our Blessed Mother?" asked 
Ramon instantly. 

"Fine," I replied. "And is there some special 
title of hers that you would like to use?" 

A few suggestions were made, but none 
met with the approval of the Knights. Finally, 
Mario, with surpri ing adolescent originality. of­
fered his choice: "I think we should call her 
'Our Lady of the Altar Boys'." 

"Hooray!" went up the shout of approval, 
which canceled any further need of voting, for 
"Our Lady of the Altar Boys" was the unani­
mously elected Patroness. 

Si ter Melita, 
San Pedro, California. 
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by Sister Mary Bernarda 

T WO years ago, the Most 
Reverend Francisco C. Beck­

mann, D. D., Archbishop of Pan­
ama, founded the Societv of Our 
Lady of the Miraculou; Medal, 
the first Panamanian community 
of Sisters. On October 11, 1949, 
His Excellency pre ided at the 
religious profes ion of the first 
six members of that community. 

W HEN Archbi hop Beckmann 
wa elevated to the arch­

bishopric in February, 1945, he 
was well aware of the gigantic 
problem facing him in providing 
religious in truction for the poor 
people living in the interior of 
Panama. He immediately et 
about finding a solution to that 
problem, and it wa not long be­
fore he became convinced that 
the solution lay in the founding 
of a community of native , i -
ters, who would devote their live 
to the religiou in truction of 
poor, neglected children in Pana­
ma, in much the same way as we 
were doing in the States. 

E ARLY in 1947, His Excellency 
appealed to Mother Cather­

ine, our Superior General, for as­
sistance in this project, with the 
result that just a year later, on 
the feast of the Holy Family, 
J anuary 11, 1948, Sister Monica 
and I tepped off a plane at Bal­
boa, C. Z., and were whirled away 
in the Archbi hop's car to our 
new home. 

S ISTER Monica wa to be the 
~ovice Mistre ~ and I her as­

sistant, in the forming of the 
first members of this new com­
munity. It eemed like a big un-
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dertaking to u . None of our i -
ter had ever worked outside con­
tinental United State . We were 
till a young community-a re­

ligious communitie go-for we 
had just concluded the year of 
our Silver Jubilee. 

H OWEVER, though we might 
wonder, we would not ques­

tion the wi 'dom of the Archbi h­
op in asking for our isters, nor 
that of our uperiors in choo ing 
us (incapable and unworthy 
though \\"e felt our elve to be) 
to help in the magnificent work 
of laying the foundation for the 
new community, a community 
which, we were ure, wa de -
tined to do much for the honor 
and glory of God and t~ ~alva­
tion of ~oul ~ in the Republic of 

of rchbishop 

Panama. We were loaned to the 
newly-e tabli hed community for 
two years. We would give them 
of our best-Our Lord and His 
Holy Mother must supply the 
rest. 

T HE first assurance of Their 
help and Their approval of 

the new community came in the 
number and exceptional quality 
of the you ng women whom Di­
vine Providence sent for our first 
members. 

T IME flew, and before we were 
aware of it we were s tting 

a date for first profession. The 
date chosen was October 11, 1949, 
the feast of our Bl s ed Mother's 
Maternity, a fitting f ast surely 
for the birth of a new commu nity 
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in the Church, a community 
whose members are destined to 
spend their live in planting the 
seeds of Divine Life in the minds 
and hearts of God's poor and ne­
glect·ad little ones. 

THE feast of the Maternity 
dawned bright and beautiful 

a direct answer to the prayers of 
our novices, for it had been rain­
ing for weeks and week . The 
chapel (the hi toric church of 
San Felipe, olde t church in Pan­
ama, around which our convent 
is built) was crowded to capaci­
ty, in spite of the early hour­
six forty-five a. m. Archbishop 
Beckmann offered the Ma and 
preached the sermon. The Mary­
knoll isters from the Canal 
Zone sang the hymns. 

A SSI TING the Archbishop 
wa the Reverend Alfonso 

Oficialdegui, 0. S. A., and Rev­
erend Eduardo Alvarez, . M. 
Also present in the sanctuary 
wer the Reverend Fathers Flor­
entino Idoate, S. J.; J. Serrano, 

C. M. F., Louis Storms, C. M., 
Francisco Saenz, C. M., Pablo 
Atienza, 0. C. D., and Tomas 
Perez Tello. 

The Sisters making profession 
were: Sister Catalina (Catalina 
Benedetti ) and Sister Carmen 
(Carmen Vergara) of Panama 
City; Sister Josef a (Roquelina 
Rios ) and Sister Francisca 
( Francisca Gonzales) of Chitre 
Province of Hererra; Sister Mer~ 
cedes Maria (Mercedes Silvera) 
of Da~id, Province of Chiriqui; 
and Sister Gertrudis (Mercedes 
Jean ) of La Tablas, Province of 
Lo Santo . 

Sister Maria Luz (Roja ) wa 
received as a novice. 

.. .. .. 
AND now our work in Panama 

was fini bed -or so we 
thought. Six Sisters of the new­
ly founded Society of the Mirac­
ulous Medal had been profe sed. 
The Sister had a good founda­
tion for the religious life-

i. ter Gertrudi pron?unc.e her Yow , as Archbi hop Beckmann 
holds • a~red Host. IX 1ster mad first profe s ion in the new 
com mumty on the fea t of the !\-1aternity of Our Ble ed 
1other, 1949. · 
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thanks to the Archbishop, who 
personally guided their spiritual 
formation, and to Sister Monica 
who made them thoroughly ac: 
quainted with the demands of 
community life and the means 
to meet them. Soon we would re­
turn home. 

B UT the Archbishop thought 
otherwise. The work which 

the Sisters were to do would be 
a difficult one at best. They 
needed training and guidance in 
it. Would we stay and initiate 
the Sisters into the work-that 
same work we had done in the 
missions of the United States 1 
We would-provided it were the 
will of God expressed through 
the wishes of our Superiors. 

THE Archbishop lost no time in 
appealing once more to Moth­

er Catherine for help for his lit­
tle community. Nor did she fail 
him. After consulting her Coun­
cil, and assuring herself that we 
were willing to remain, she ad~ 
vised the Archbishop that our 
time in his archdiocese was ex­
tended to July, 1950. 

THE . Sisters have now begun 
their active mission work. 

Their first assignment is taking 
the census in Cristo Rey parish, 
Panama City. Th•ay are also 
teaching a few classes in religion 
among the poorer children of the 
city and in the out-missions of 
Panama. 

BESIDES the census taking 
and teaching, the Sisters are 

continuing their studies. They 
have started a course in Social 
Work given by Miss Elsa Valdez, 
who studied at the Catholic Uni­
versity of Washington, and who 
i now teaching at the National 

niversity of Panama. 

D URING the coming months 
we hope to tell you a li ttle 

about the work of this new com­
munity. Meanwhile, won't you 
plea e beg God's blessings on our 
work and pray for us for addi­
tional vocations? 
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SODALISTS 

These three girl are members of the Im­
maculate Conception odality of 't. 11ary's 
Church, El Centro, California. The girls are 
looking over a copy of the Catholic Girl's Gz,ide, 
which wa presented to the retiring Prefect, 
Carolyn Barringan (center!, by the Sodalist ' . 
At Carolyn's right i Darlene Ryba, and at her 
left, Catherine Terry. 

A FAMILY AFFAIR 

''WHERE should I go if I haven't made my 
First Communion?" que<>tioned a ten­

year-old youngster, his bright eyes shining with 
excitement. 

Sister directed him to the room where the 
First Communicant had as embled, wondering 
momentarily who the lad might be, why he had­
n't made his First Communion, and what was the 
cau e of hi excitement. But her own clas wa 
arriving now and she promptly forgot the inci­
dent. 

She wa reminded of it again that evening 
when he heard the Sister in charge of the Fir · t 
Communion cia aying, " ... and ~o thi wa 
Sammy' first formal religion cia s, though he 
knows something of hi religion." 
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Yes, it was Sammy whom Sister had directed 

to the Fir t Communion class that morning. 
The family had just moved to town from a ranch 
even mile di tant. As the weeks went on Sam­

my proved a ,-.~ry diligent pupil and soon sur­
pa :sed hi cia mates, even though he had started 
in · tructions rather late in the year. When the 
cia wa ready for First Communion, Sammy 
wa right with them. Meanwhile he had been 

tudying to be an altar boy, and two weeks after 
hi First Communion he was serving at the 
altar. 

ammy was a happy, carefr·~e youngster. the 
younge t of five children. But he had one big 
worry-his older brother and sisbr never went 
to the .... acraments. Although Lupe, his s ister, 
and Da,·id, his olde·t brother, had made their 
Fir·t Communion before the family moved to 
the ranch, they had not approached the Sacra­
ment for year . 

From the time of his First ommunion, am­
my made his older brothers and sistet· the spe­
cial object of his prayers. Nor was he disap­
pointed. oon his ister, Lupe, was attenrl ing 

ammy. hi· i ter, and brother . Left to right they 
are: ammy, Rogelio, Lupe, Miguel, and David. 

~las· and receiving the acraments. A year later 
his brothers began going to church, one after 
the other. David received the sacraments again, 
and fifteen-year-old Rogelio and s venteen-.vear­
old )liguel received ·pecial instructions and mad 
their Fir 't Communion. Th n all five wer n­
rolled in Confirmation clas ' and were con­
firmed on the arne day. 

ammy' eye till shine, not so much with 
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excitement now as with happine . Has not God 
chosen him a a little apostle to bring the entire 
family to the faithful practice of their holy re­
ligion? 

Si ter Melita, 
San Pedro, California. 

AN NINVITED G E T 

D OGS, cats, chickens, lizards, flies, all s .. ~em to 
know that Monday is Catechi ·m day and they 

are sure to be waiting in our open-air classroom 
when I arrive with th children in the aft rnoon. 
Today was no exception, but to these r .,.ubr 
guests the children paid no att ntion. 

We sa id the opening prayers, and the chil­
dren settled thems lve· on the orange crate 
which served as chair for this little First Com­
munion group. 

As I explained the les on for the day, I 
tried to ignore the friendly dog and cat that 
whirled around the hem of my habit, almost 
ups tting m . Class must go on. 

"Tony," I said, "do you r member the tory 
I told you Ia t w ek about Adam and E\·e? Can 
you tell it to th class?" 

Janua1·y, 1950 

"Yes, Sister," came the prompt reply. "Adam 
and Eve were in a beautiful garden and God 
aid, 'Don't you eat any apples from this tree.' 

But Eve, he went and ate one, 'cause a SNAKE 
... " He shrieked the last word. 

"Don't shout, Tony. We can hear you. Go 
on-a snake what?" I prompted. 

"A S. AKE !" Tony repeated. "Really, Sis­
ter, I mean it!" and Tony pointed to a spot not 
very far in back of me. 

I turned and looked. Sure enough, there 
wa the creature headed straight for our class­
room ... an uninvited guest, to be sure. 

''Run, Si ter, run!" the boys shouted. The 
children cattered quickly enough, but I seemed 
rooted to the pot. 

Ju t then, two older boys, having heard the 
shouting, came running, armed with stout clubs. 
After continued blows, the boys cornered the 
snake, which was four feet long. Finally pouring 
oil on it, they set fire to it. At first I was horri­
fied at uch treatment, but the boys reassured 
me. "It's too big to handle, Sister," they said. 
''Anyway he can't feel it; we hit him too hard." 

Class was cut hort that day, but the lesson 
of Adam and Eve and the Evil Tempter had a 
very definite and lasting association in the minds 
of these small First Communicants. 

Sister Rita Marie, 
Coachella, California. 

WELL, . OT IN OUR TIME, ANYWAY! 

I had been there often before, but it was my 
companion's first visit to Dona Maria's . . Sister 
was amazed at the number of statw2s in the little 
home, and while Dona Maria and I carried on 
our conver ation, Sister sat quietly looking from 
one statue to another, noticing especially that a 
rosary hung from the hands or around the neck 
of each tatue, whether the saint lived before or 
after the time of St. Dominic. 

Finally, in her limited Spanish. Sister man­
aged to tell Dona Maria how nice her altar 
looked, and to remark on the number of statues 
sh·2 had. "And each aint has a rosary!" Sister 
added. 

J;ona Maria tood up and said, in a tone 
almo.· t of rebuke, "Well, who ever heard of a 
saint without a ro ·ary !" 

Sister Rita 
an Angelo, Texas 
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Associate Catechists 
Dear Associates: 

The New Year 
brings with it hidden 
joys and sorrows. We 
cannot tell what i in 
store for us before its 
golden sands run out. 
Perhaps thi year we 
will lo e a dear one. 
Perhaps this year will 
be our last on earth. 
One thing we know­
the future i in God' 
Hands, and therefore 
in very good Hand . 
H e r e are a f e w 
thoughts about the 

New Year. With it comes new opportunitie for 
loving God and advancing in personal holines , 
and new opportunities of erving God in tho e 
about us, especially Hi poor unfortunate one . 
Let us put to the be t po ible use the time God 
gives us on earth, for " oon the night cometh 
wherein no man shall work." 

A New Year of choice graces .and blessings 
be yours! 

SISTER SUPERVISOR, AC~I. 

OMAHA (NEB. ) HAS THREE BA. 'D, 

IT was with jubilation that we learned our 
Omaha A sociates were going to form three 

separate Bands. Thi meant that the usual 
monthly offering from the ladie would be tripled. 

We are happy to announce in these column· 
the names of the newly organized Bands, their 
Promoters, and the i ter~ whom they have 
chosen to ponsor. One group elected to keep 
the former name-St. Margaret ManJ Band. It 
is headed by Jfrs. Fred Shields and the group 
ponsors Sister Mary Marguerite ( hields ) . An­

other group formed what i known a St. Clare 
Band, and Mrs. H. A. Leut nneger is Promoter. 
These ladies pon or Si ter Mary Clare (Leuten­
neger ). The third group chose the name of St. 
Martin of To11rs Band. In charge of it i J!i s 
Luci.'le Jfurphy. The e ladie pon or i ter 
Mary .lartin (Evan ) . All three i ters are 
former native of Omaha, • • ebra ka. 
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OUR • EW ST. JOSEPH BAND NO. 2 

T HIS new Chicago Band was organized last 
Spring and Mrs . Lillian Schultz was asked to 

erve a Promoter. Mrs. Schultz also keeps up 
membership in St. Katherine's Band. The Band 
pon ors Si ter Mary Isabelle, who is the daugh­

ter of Mrs. John Sullivan, one of the members. 

Beside ending monthly dues, the members 
give big parties either in their parish hall or at 
the Bowman Dairy ompany hall. We believe 
this Band will take precedence over all other Mis-

ion Bands for having given out· Sisters the most 
money in 1949. We make this prediction in No­
vember when this issue goes to press. God bless 
their generosity! 

T. JUDE MI ION LUB (Chicago) 

T HE Promoter of our club named for the apos-
tle, aint Jude,lealize· that prayer li fe must 

accompany exterior works of zeal. This summer, 
Jlrs. Fiala accompanied her husband on an ex­
tended trip through Canada, joining the great 
concourse of pilgrims at the shrine of t. nne 
de Beaupre. They were tht·illed to spend even a 
'hort time in an atmosphere so thoroughly nth-
lie a. that of Quebec, wher priests are seen in 

the village stre ts wearing their ca. socks as dio­
ce"an clergy, or habits, if memb rs of a religious 
order. The churches, too, w ~~magnificent struc­
ture · bearing evidence of the deep Faith of th' 
peopl . 

The club members are busy making money 
for U' again after a summer's cessation of ac­
tivitiei'. 

The Missiona1·y Catechist 
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OUR NEW "SEVEN DOLOR " BAND 

M ANY of our Chicago Associate are ac-
qua inted with Mrs. Sadie llho·phy, who is 

one of the charter member of Good hepherd 
Mission lub. Be ides keeping up membership 
in this lub, Mr . Murphy, who lives in Bell­
wood, has organized a new Band known as "Seven 
Dolor " Band, and which comprise some ladie 
who live in Lombard and \ ilia Park and her­
self . They meet monthly and send us the dues 
which result f rom meetings. We have already re­
ceived several donations from them. 

We grea tly commend Mr . Murphy' zeal and 
welcome the new A, ociates who joined the 
Band. 

IMMA LATE CON E P TION BAND 

( D troit ) 

T HE memb rs of this Band, pre ' ided over by 
Miss L illian Dunn, used to make a lot of 

money selling hristma card · before competi­
tion got too keen for them. 

For the past two years, they haYe been 
obliged to s ek other ways and means of rai -
ing fu nds. They have not confided to us just what 
these are, but we still r ceive checks from them 
for which " are very grateful. 

The group spon ors ister Mary Mark 
(Go gin ) because Sister i known to most of the 
ladies and her married i ter, Mrs. Marcus Pow­
er, belongs to the Band. 

ST. HELEN BAND ( Dayton, Ohio) 

THESE Band ladies ar all behind Sister 
Eleanor (Cogan) one hundt·ed percent strong. 

In addi t ion to sending u monthly checks toward 
Sister's support, they send a large check at 
Christma to be used in making the poor chil­
dren of her mission happy, and another large 
ch ck at Ea ter to help purcha e First ommun­
ion supplies. ister Eleanor, formerly of Day­
ton, join d our community in 1925. 

In charge of the Band i ' Mi s Helen .llelke, 
while Miss Flor nc Buch r ha ' be n the faithful 
corr sponding secretary. i ter Eleanor's sL ter 
also belong to the Band. 

January, 1950 

A M BAN D CONTRIBUTIONS 

October 19 to November 17, 1949 

haritina lub No. l , Chicago, 
Miss Katherine Hennigan _ .................... .. 

haritina lub No. 2, Pari , Ill ., 
1i ~ Ma ry Gibbon ..................... .. . 

Child J esu Band, S t . Louis, Mr . J. Butler ... . 
F lorentine 1\li s ion Band, t. Louis, 

l\1r . K. Krueger . .... . . ... -·····-· ...... . 
Good hepherd Mission lub, hicago, 

Mr . H. F. Staley ................... ........... . 
Holy Family Band, Chicago, Joseph Walz ... . 
Les Petite Fleurs, Chicago. Elsie Jachmann 
Poor ouls Band, Berwyn, Ill., 

Mr . J . V. McGovern ... ................. . 
acred H a rt Mi ion Soc., Newark, N.Y., 

Mr . M. Fi chette ........ . ... ..................... . 
t. Ann Mis ion Circle, FL Wa yne, 

Miss nn Brink ...... . ......... --····· · ·----~---· 
t. Clare Band, Omaha, Neb., 

M r . la re Leutenneger --···· ___ ............ . 
t. Gemma Galgani Band , Chicago ·······--········ 
t . Irene Band, Chica go, Ma y Walsh ......... . 
t. Jo_eph Band No. 2, hicago, 

i\fr . Wm. chultz _ .... .... . ...... . 
t . J o eph l\1i s ion Club, Baldwins ville, N.Y. 

Mrs. M. Go iere ............ _ ··-···· ......... . . 
S t. Kather ine Band, Chicago, 

fr . Katherine Hammer ········----····-·· ..... .. . 
t. Margaret 1ary Band, Omaha, 

Mrs. F red Shield _ ...... ...... --· ··· ········ 
S t. Martin of Tours Ba nd, Omaha, 

Mis Lucille Murphy ........ _ ....................... . 
t . Raymond Band, Chicago, 

Mrs. Kathryne Quinlan .. ___ ·· ·· -········· · 
t. abina Band, Chicago, 

1\fi s Ma rie V. Dwyer --········-· ············-· 
Sri llia n Band, Cincinnati, 

fi s 1arie Gouy ·-····················-·········-······ 

6.00 

15.00 
20.00 

12.00 

60.00 
18.00 

4.00 

5.00 

50.00 

4.50 

5.00 
25.00 
10.00 

110.00 

10.00 

30.00 

5.00 

5.00 

4.50 

15.00 

2.00 

LITTLE FLOWER MISSION CIRCLE 
(Chicago, Ill.) 

A FIFTY dollar check was the handsome offer­
ing received in October f rom the members 

of Littl Flow r Mission Circle, of which Miss 
V e1·onica Foertsch is P romoter. 

The ladies of this Band have tried hard to 
beat their former record for mission donations 
within a twelve-month period, and as we go to 
pre s (. ovember) , it seems they are going to 
accompli h their goal. 
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'Pedro is in 'Business 'l1ow 
by Sister Jfartha Jfary 

A S he stood before the judge, P edro Antonio' ' 
white, drawn face betrayed the sickening de­

spair that threatened to overpower him. Pedro, 
of course, could not know that this arrest was 
to be the b-eginning of a new life for him and 
his four small daughters. 

When Pedro's wife died in New Mexico orne 
month before, leaving him not only to support 
but also to care for their four little girl~, P edro 
decided to move to Colorado. He had lived there 
prior to his marriage, and he knew that among 
his relatives and friend he would find omeone 
to look after the children while he wa at work. 

But it was winter; there wa no work in the 

sugar beet fields; there was no work anywhere. 
With the little money he had, Pedro bought a 
ewing machine and when he wa not out looking 

for \vork he pent hi time making over old 
clothes for hi girl . 

One day Pedro met Mrs. Phillips. For orne 
rea on, she took a fancy to him. Pedro did not 
know why, nor could he gue s that Mrs. Phillips 
was kind to everyone. She obtained work for 
him, washing dishes after church social , or do­
ing odd jobs around her home or that of her 
friends and neighbors. With the money Pedro 
made he bought an old truck. Now he wa in 
the bu ine of tra h hauling-<>r at least he had 
been in the bu ine . Pedro had intended to 
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buy hi licen e a oon a he made enough money, 
but . . . well, long before that time the law 
caught up with him and now he was before the 
Co:.~ rt. 

The judge cleared h is throat. "Pedro An­
tonio," he said, "this cou r t find ' you guilty of 
dri\'ing a truck without a license. Since this is 
your fir t offense, your fine will be only ten dol­
lars. But ee to it tha t this does not happen 
again." 

Pedro wa about to explain to the judge that 
he did not have more than fif ty cents, when the 
judge di"mi sed t he court, left the bench, and 
beckoned Pedro to follow him to his office. 

ASHPriS c LEANED 
YARDS CLEANED 

When the door had been closed behind them, 
the judge unceremoniou ly reached into his pock­
et, pulled out a bill, a nd pressed it into Pedro's 
hand, aying as he did so, "Go out and give this 
to the clerk." 

Almo t speechless at this unexpected kind­
ne , Pedro managed to thank the judge and 
promise that some day he would repay h im. As 
Pedro walked back into the courtroom, t he clerk 
wa putting the last of his pape rs in his brief­
ca e. Hi ' face registered surprise when P edro 
walked up to him and with a simple, "Here," 
h nded him the money for the fine . The cl rk 
.:aw that Pedro' eye· were moist. So, knowingly 
he took the money, made the ent ry in his book, 
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shook hi head and muttered, "Judge Phillips is 
going to go broke in hi own softhearted way." 

* * * 
THE telephone rang noisily in the Phillip 

home. Mrs. Phillip hurried to answer it. 

"Hello, thi i Mrs. Grant," the voice at the 
other end was aying. "I would like to have Mr. 
Antonio clean up our yard and our ash pit. My 
addr ss is ... " 

"You mu t have the wrong number," Mrs. 
Phillips interrupted, her eye wide in a toni h­
ment. 

"Is thi 12 ?" 

"Yes, but ... " 

"Well, I'd like to peak to Mr. Pedro Antonio 
or leave a message for him." 

The light dawned. "Fine, but ... May I 
ask you where you got this phone number?" 

"Why," came the surpri' d respon e, "it's 
right here on hi card: A h pits cleaned; yard 
cleaned; Pedro Antonio, Phone 12." 

Mrs. Phillips wanted to laugh, but instead 
she said with dignity, "Oh, yes, of course. I'll 
b glad to take the me sage for Mr. Antonio. 
What is your addre:s ? ... All right, and Mr. 
Antonio will be there about ten. Thank you. 
Good-by." 

* * * 
II MAY I ee one of your new busines card ?" 

Mr'. Phillips a ked sweetly as her husband 
sat down to lunch. 

Puzzled, Judge Phillips scrutinized his wife' 
face for a moment, then, smiling, he pulled out a 
whole pack of cards. Together they read the 
top one: 'Ash pits cleaned; yards cleaned; all 
kinds of tra h hauling done promptly and ef­
ficiently; P dro Antonio, phone 12." 

1rs. Phillips broke out into merry laughter, 
in which her husband, somewhat relieved, joined 
her. 

"But why did you put our phone number on 
it'?" asked Mrs. Phillips when their laughter had 
subsided. 

"Say, you can't expect a tra h hauler to have 
a phon , can you?" a ked the judge in feigned 
di gust. 

p EDRO's mile is now as wide a hi face and a 
bright as a mirror. Bu ine s is good. Folk 

ar good. Above all, God is go d-for was it 
uot H who gav him u h good friend a Judg 
and Mr . Phillip ?" 

January, 1950 

ganuary cYJ!lission dnlenlion 

by the Most Rev. Thomas J. McDonnell, D.D. 

MISSIONS THREATENED BY ATHEISTS 

A LTHOUGH Communism is not the only form 
of atheism, Communism has taken advantage 

of the difficulties and disturbances of the post­
war period to present a most dangerous threat 
to the missions. 

W HERE want and disease have been rampant, 
Communists have deceived many who were 

only too ready to accept any kind of hope. They 
have been uccessful in establishing their regime 
in regions where the Church had flourished for 
c·.:nturies. The danger in the mission countries, 
where the light of the Gospel is only beginning 
to shine, is all the greater. It is with regret that 
any interested observer of the mission lands and 
their hi tory for the past fifty years will have 
to admit that the Western World has not brought 
to these countries high ideals so much as techni­
cal skill. The Oriental has been taught to desire 
the comfort and advantages of the Western 
World on a grand scale. 

1 N China, at the present time of writing, there 
is no open sanguinary persecution of the 

Church, but every effort is being made by the 
Communists to hinder the exercise of religion. 
Schools are not confiscated, but the teaching of 
Marxism has become obligatory. 

K OREA has been divided into two parts. Ever 
ince the withdrawal of American troops 

from the outhern part in July, 1949, the threat 
of Communism i becoming all the more present. 

IN Japan, the extreme poverty of many, favors 
the subversive activity of Communists. Indo­

China has been placed in the anomalous position 
wherein the Communists have been claiming that 
they alone are the true patriots, and under the 
gui e of patriotism are gaining followers. 

1 N Siam, where previously Catholics had been 
persecuted and Buddhism favored, the govern­

ment i more and more recognizing the Catholic 
religion a its powerful ally for fighting Atheistic 
Communi m. 

T HE misery of India is being exploited by the 
ommuni ts to the extent that they can make 

inroad with the help of foreign subsidies. The 
Communists are seeking to gain a strong foot­
hold in those places of Africa which are being 
developed by foreign capital. 
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~J\JIJ! ~~;«<I l~J\~ 
To All Our Loyal Helpers! 

TOP HONORS TO BREESE CILL.l 
SUNSHINE SAVERS 

W E are very proud of these Loyal Helpers. 
During the year ju t ended they ent u 

$31.21 in Sunshine money which they made at 
bingo parties for our benefit. The group consi t 
of sisters and cou in of the three Wilke sister 
-Sister Martha, Sister Henrietta, and Sister 
Pri cilia-all members of our Order. 

SECOND HONORS TO CICERO (ILL. l 
SUNSHINE CLUB 

T HIS group sent us a total of $13.00 during 
1949. Read "New of the Month" on oppo ite 

page to learn how they made $10.00 for us on 
Columbus Day. 

HONORABLE MENTION GOES TO THE 
FOLLOWING HELPERS 

p ATSY and Eleanor Murphy, of Moncton, New 
Brunswick, Canada, who sent us .00, which 

represented a aving of eight hundred pennie~ in 
their Sunshine Bag during the past year. 

E XTRA good gh·ers were the Karnitz si ters, 
of Milwaukee, Wi consin, whose picture ap­

pears on the ·e pages; Celeste Renier, of Chicago; 
the Lazor children of Pittsburgh, Pa.; Patricia 
Co ·sman and her cla~ smates of LeHighton, Pa.; 
the Sixth Grader , Wallingford, Conn.; anrl the 
Gabrielson children of Corcoran, Calif. To all 
our Loyal Helpers, in all partR of our great Vnit­
ed State , who ' aved Sun hine pennies for us 
Ia t year, our thank and a hearty God bles 
you! 
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Mary's Loyal 
MISS 1950 

Above i Louise Balderacchi of Wallingford. 
Connecticut, baby ister of Marie Ba lderacchi, one 
of our enthusiastic Helpers in the New England 

tates. 

A.' ANTONIO (TEX.) HELPERS 

Pictur d above are Jo n Butts and James Butts, 
Jr .• of an .\ntonio, Texas. Joan is in the fifth grade 
and Jam i in the fourth grade at St. Patrick's 
'chool. Their aunt. ist r Rose "\nthony. is one of 
our :\li ~ionary ister at our Rrawley, alifornin, 
convent. 
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Helpers Pages 
NEWS 0' THE MONTH 

A T the home of Mary and Barbara Southard, organizers of the 
Cic·~ro <Illinois) unshine Club, a bunco party wa held on 

Columbus Day for the benefit of our Mi sionary Sister . 

A NNA MARIE MO DRY brought thirty cup cakes, Tillie Sana 
brought a bag of pretzel , the Southard girl contributed 

bottles of pop, some cookies and pop corn. Each girl brought a 
prize, and a quarter to pay for her ticket. Grownup , among 
the e the mother of the girls, gave ca h offering and door 
pri.zes. Eight table and thirty-two folding chairs were bor­
rowed from the parish hall. 

T HE girls had a peck of fun and made $10.00. They were thrill­
ed over the succes' of their fir t party for the benefit of the 

missions. 

MILWAUKEE <WI .) HELPERS 

A cake of ice 
is cold 

But-he is wa-rm 
and bold 
U}ho ~ "lt 

? 

JANUARY PUZZLE. Above you will find another 
Quizzie Dot Puzzl-e. Work the puzzle and send 
it to Sunshine Secretary for a holy card. 

We are happy to introduce the Karnitz si ters 
of 1\tilwaukee, Wiscon;.in. Reading from left to 
right, the) are .Joann , Ruth, and Mary. Their aunt, 
Sist r Anne There. e, i;. one of our 1\ti · ionarie ta­
tioned ut the 'nnta Paula convent . 

.Ta11uary, 1950 

Answers to "Hunt the Bear" Puzzle. The hidden 
bear is to be found between the words ( 1) tube 
and are; (2 ) Bob and earnestly; (3) Bea and 
really; (4 ) be and archer; (5) Danube and are, 
and < 6 l Abe and Arbor. 

An wers to "Chri tmas Carols" Puzzle. Angels 
< 1 l; ilent (4 ) ; Faithful (5); Midnight (3) and 
Bethlehem (2) . 
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by Sister Eunice 

THERE was plenty of excitement AROUND 
VICTORY • 'OLL on October 27 when our 

twenty-two postulants arrived. The day was 
bright and sunny, a beautiful as any day in the 
exceptionally beautiful Fall of 1949. But if it 
was sunny outside, it was even more so in ide 
when some eventy very happy novice and pro­
fessed Sisters welcomed their bright, cheery, en­
thusiastic little sisters to Victory • 'oil' big 
family. 

W E had been without postulants since Augul!t 
5, when last year's postulants became Fir t 

Year Novices, and anyone at Victory • •on will 
tell you something is mi · ing when postulants are 
nowhere to be seen. So there was much rejoic­
ing on Saturday, October 29, wh~n the postulants 
donned their uniforms and took their place in 
chapel, dining room, and classrooms. 

TWELVE States and the Di trict of Columbia 
are represented in this year's cla of pos­

tulants. Irene Wyman is our first member from 
Washington, D.C. The other postulants come 
from the following States: Three each from 
California, Indiana, Iowa, and • 'ew York; two 
from Illinois; one each from Kansas, X ew :!\fex­
ico, Wiscon in, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Texas, 
and Missouri. 

1 T is interesting to note that none of the postu-
lants is an only child; one comes from a fam­

ily of fourteen children, one from a family of 
twzlve, and one from a family of eleven; while 
the average number of children in the families of 
the postulants is six. 

TWO of the po tulants are ister -Elodia and 
Helen Carney, daughters of Mr. and Mr . 

Patrick Carney, of Cascade, Iowa. Mary Stadler 
i a si ter of our Sister Germaine, who is ta­
tioned at Redlands, California. Barbara Ann 
Lackey is a cousin of Mother General. Dulcinea 
Salas attended religion cia e taught by our i -
ters who are doing Confraternity work in the 
Archdioce e of • Tew Mexico. Maurie McCoun 
wa instructed for First Communion by our i -
ters at Los Bano., and Lupe Anguiano was in the 
religion classes of our Santa Paula Sister , a 
Saticoy, Lupe's home town, is a mission from 
Santa Paula. 

Mary Mallory wa an army nur e in World 
War II. She wa with a ho. pita! Field Unit in 
the battle zone during the • T orth African cam-
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paign, and later was tationed in hospitals in 
France. 

A· •D o they come, the postulants of 1949, as 
those of other years, from many States, 

with a variety of talents, experience, and educa­
tion, with different character and temperaments. 
From city, town, and farm, they come-teachers 
and nurses, office worker and students. Yet all 
ha\'e but one goal: to serve God and neighbor­
and to become saints. 

Ot:R COYER: France Victorino, age four, saying 
her night prayers. And Frances not only knows her 
prayer , but her catechism, too, for her brother An­
thony, age six, teaches her when he comes horne 
from religious instruction class. 

Pastor (to youngster in First Communion 
cia ) : -'ow, Paul, wasn't Jesus once a little 
boy ju t like you? 

Paul: Oh, no, Father. I'm sure He was 
much better! 

"Si ter," remarked a fifteen year old high 
chool pupil, "you said the priest takes the place 

of Je ·u ·. Do you take the place of His mother?" 

Clement Lengerich, Decatur, Ind., father of Sis­
ter Mary Rosella and Sister Dorothy Anne, 
O.L.V.M. 
.Ir:s. Pauline Kengott, Chicago, Ill. 
_Ir . ~label Helfer, Baldwinsville, N.Y. 
.Ir ·. Julia Turowski, Detroit, Mich. 

tanley Kmiec, Detroit, Mich. 
tanley T. Przybylski, Detroit, Mich. 

.Ir ·. Anna T. Westlake, Peoria, Ill. 

.Irs. Wm. Fiore, Chicago, Ill. 
Catherine Ki ner, Baltimore, Md. 
W. C. Wissel, Indiana, Pa. 
Margaret .Iuehlenkamp, Sparta, Wis. 
Robert ~lyers, Lanca ter, Pa. 
Clarice McGeean, Chicago, Ill. 

May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest 
in peace. Amen. 

The Missionary Catechist 



Our 'Postulants 

There may be many rea ons to complain of the youth of our day, but pictured above are 
twenty-two proof - that generosity, self-sacrifice, and nobility of soul are character istic of the 
youth of America today even as in former ages. 

These young women--our new po tulants- ha\'e not hesitated to answer the call of the Mas­
t er to dedicate their Jives to the religious instruction of His little ones, even t hough it means 
giving up home and loved ones and all the comfort and pleasures of our modern world. 

Kow if you will read left to right, we hall introduce you to our newest members as they 
nre pictu red with Mother General: 1st row, Mary Travers, Chicago, Ill.; Dulcinea Salas, Santa 
Rosa, N. Mex.; Loretta Zapf, Rochester, .. Y.; Helen Carney, Cascade, Iowa. 

2nd Row: Maurie McCoun, Lh·ing ton, Cal if.; Eileen Fuhrman, Dearbom, Mich.; Irene 
DeMeulenaere, Victor, Iowa; Dorothy McCaffr y, Bronx, ~. Y. 

3rd Row: Irene Wyman, Washington, D. C.; Mary Stadler, Topeka, Kans.; Mary Dolores 
Tringl, t. Louis, Mo.; Mary Crotty, Chicago, Ill. 

Last Row: Mary Bube, Palmyra, Ind.· Genede\'e Noll, an Antonio, Texas; Gertrude Snll i­
\'an, Ontario, Wis.; Barbara Ann Lackey, Alhambra, Calif.; Lupe Anguiano, Saticoy, Calif. ; Mary 
Mallory, Dickson City, Pa.; Elodia Carney, C'a cade, Iowa; Norine Nir chel, Eggertsville, N. Y.; 
Ruth Banet, Fort Wayne, Ind.; and hirley Brenner, Logansport, Ind. 



Each One Reach One More! 

INTEREST OTHERS IN THE HOME MISSIONS 

Renew Your Own Subscription Promptly 

Subscribe for a Friend 

THE :\IISSIO . .. \RY C' .\TECHI:T 
VICTORY . ·OLL 
Ht:. 'TI. ' GTO. , I. ' OU •• \ 

Dear 'isters: 

Enc' osed pi ase find 
:m ' ' 10. ·.\RY C.\TE( HJST for 

. · arne 

1'.0. 

Rememl::~r that subscribers 
·:1are in numerous spiritual ben­
efit · : 

l. .-\ weekly Mas is offered for 
benefactors; 

2. Your intention · are remem­
bered in a daily perpetual No­
vena to Our Lady of Victory; 

3. The work of supporting the · 
missions has been blesserl re­
peatedly by our Holy Father. 

for the rene" al of my sub cription to THE 
year . 

. \ddre ;, 

Zone 'tate 

.\10 for the folio" in ne'l\ >oub. cription: 

. ·arne \ddre,.,,., 

P.O. Zone 'tate 


